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EcCa.be

During the prst yecor (on Bopmnett han confucted an ingidious one uan
cziinrdgn for the dpprovecent of farzines...ld in noarticuvlor. ot that
08t peonl. voulé c¢ven recognisge it os ¢ cawpsign vo subtlc is bis
phrascing, 'there are no cxtortions; threats or bribes - nercly voiled
proisc. M.om?H osks Ron, "llow .re you going +o ivprove on this ispuc?
In vier of the un-itting ivmnetnc Ron hies given we dedicate this iuvpue of
LS to hi...okiopy ond paliry oo it'is...ond just let hin dere criticisc!

Ron i& =lseo the unt itdéing stivulus bujiind this editeriel. In

SIYZ4CH 73 he soys in Tevicwing Tou Purrytls forsine UARL:  "Onec o
cegrde ferdon ic fortuncic enougl: to pousess o fonzine vith execellent
e ture terial ~nd that golden indefincbl. sn rk. JAVDIY hed it,



INFUuI DO hed it; crxd after thot build wo, it should con as no surnrisc
A 1

to rcead thetadUANE NWEENEEINGeoNE S Thisigtvived or icee I had for &n
editorisl scversl vonths (go, an idec 1 hicl .6 dropped heoczuse I didn't
consider wyseli up to t;C’llﬂ it ocnd blenouse introspection of that

type ueeuned out oi foshion, ‘Jowever, tiucbinding con wor® iracles,; ond

5@
recently I diicovered almost precl.wly what T vould ligve stteupted in
Tcd hitc's Ga: BIT 34. Lere; then, is Tcd  hife discussing, cver if only
indirectly, tuat "goliéen indefinable spark.”

"he words vfocal point® ro not new to fandou. ‘‘hey dete back
ot least Yo Bob Bilverbirg's epochcl crticle in IFARDRY, ip wldch he
broughu up to dcte Jpecr'ts 193¢ esse; on the socinl order <7 Jerdows, and
in whieh he unvitvingly erected ¢ new order, t' ¢ vuchi-naligned YSeventh
T ndow” noveuent. BSilverberg'le ticory was thot ecch igc of farndon - or
Huabered Fondon - wes best represerted by onc or tuo firzines of its doye
the fonsines in vhiel: the liadecrs of fenndish thouzht con*reuhteﬂ, andé to
vhich cther fans flocked for the latest word on fonrish cverts cnd the
creavion of nul treo dlBlOno. vhe innzine, or fengince, scrved as o central
point in thot Vemdois, sround « ich the rest of fondow collectecd - o foca
point.

'his idco hes proven validity, in what we can poinl bock te
porticuler fonzines and - ealise thot in tlhedr noges yverce sumsed un the
doninant ideas of the day, and the prevelent t)inkikng. . ‘vhert is al-cys an
In Gruup in feondouw vwhicl controls it at o giver nouent; end thiere is alway
¢ zine thicl expresses the control of the In Group. out sucli cliques
evelve quite by hewnpenstance - only in the casc of thce abortive "Seventh
Porcoi’ did o group deliberactely cttenpt to goin In Group stotus, There
rre clveays within ferdon ot ocny given woucnt ¢ fow individurls like Bob
Mucker, “elt @ illis, Dean Grennell - vwho re:.cin largely outside wartisan
bottles ard by their individucl telencs inspire the cdoiretion onc friend-
snip of fondon og & vhele. Vhen onc of these foo 8 bheconcs cctive, ard In
Grzuvp 2111 either fori cround Lim (Villis in 'SC-'53; Tucler several tiues
earlicr and 95"1n in Si.:th I andon, with Lee Hoffuon and llllu, Grern. 11
in '53%-'57) or l:iis presence *.ill bring into prorinance an In Group | &as
vith the cdontion of these fans - particulerly Tucker - by verious groups
even today). There is nothing updcsix-blv ebout an In CGroups; it is the
roturel eddylnﬁ of hunon daings ¢vbout those they clhoosa as liaders or
particulerly eduire. In Croup lc~00“0 o cutulyuts g, body likeble o
adiirable charcetiristics Their ascendoncy to tie turone of fainish
public anproval should “oL irupire jealousy, but, i7 cnything, g desire
to crulete,

"In ferndom knos ledge ias iuperted ond coimmunies tion developed
throu,y fanzincs, It is 1le ely through fenzines that fandoir retoins

its clwarocter and continuity. Although uwore fono are in poruonal contact
. ith eceh otlier ftoday thaon cver before, =till 21l rely unon fonzines ifor
imedicte news,; entorteiniicnt and general coi urication., Thus, 1th vuch
of fandou cloistered rbout ¢ noerticular fan or sroup of fans,; the fanzines
Hrpaetaeh he/t ey onpecr will becone natural focel noints of interest.
Likevise, ¢ really sood fanzine, ith & close finger on the nulse of
ardo: (thet is, o fenzinc shicl not only »Hrinis gooe veterisl, bu docs
so in such a way as to best cou.unicate its gua i1y to 2ll of Jhndou) is



going to v close to the ceuter of feneiclh activitics. A fanzine becones
a foccl noint cithier through pursonslity copeal (L DY - ith offian,
'illis znd rucker}, or ox astutc cditor (vSY: ¢ IC, hic) did not cultiv-
ate cny gyeat personclitvics 2o regulors c coobing the souctines gcholerly
Lc%ain - bui did orint 'BENI uaccricl! enrd vhose editor knew what wes going
on) .

"ro says; a5 sowe hove seid, tlet ferndou rneeds no foczl peints, is
ridiculous, It ig lik: seving tl.et thie body neods no 4ind or & lerge
agroup no coordinator. It festews cncrelyy end choos., L healthy fandon
createg its ovn focal points inevitebly. fhe ncriod iclloving thc grodurl
deuwise of PSYCHOWIC in v icl tlicre was no rccugniscble focal noint was o
neriofdl or fornish chaos in wlidcli the few who vere lefi ourncd the lack

01 good fanzines, anericon fandou took to the awes in vest nuubere, and
everyonc azzeed we were in o fannisl doldewss.

Gpincidertelly, this verind Learked the risc of 3ritish Tfans and
fenzincs like Bui, PLOY, PRIODE, CRIC: ond othérs, wost of wiich vanishcé
or faded mercewtebly with the advent of the prizerily British O A.

H hen tiere orc no focel woints, thicre is no clewur dircction for
tle¢ neuwconer to look touards, o gerorel lock of velucs end siandards which
usually lesd ~ and have led -~ to the crecation o1 senorate auntononous fandong,

:

watually unavcre 1 each othier cad soneti.es cntogonistic to caclk other.

“fhis in turn leads to a sreduval collapse. hen ~ ncew fan cannot
find ony central noint in fanden, vhen 211 is filute and diffusc, intcrest
wones, oné fans potentially of considerable callibre and adbility bogin to
drop cut of fandoui. Lventually Fandon hes collapsed to the extent that
everyone reuaining ie opein avare of eliost cveryone elsc; there arc too
fcvr not to coue into contact,

‘isznd vhat hennens tl.en ig tlat
differences nccented by ccoarntion
hecouc points for dissention, argunent
an¢ fewcing, het hapnens then is the
conflict of 'convention fen', 'collcot-
or fan' :nd 'fanzinc fan.! Croups
cuntered around serious aunatour sf
vriving ~ 2lbeit very poor in guality -
coue into contoct with faocsnisa groums
whose forte's ere setire, humourous

viting 2ud o warked 1lrck of desire in
teking tiiings sexriously. Yhe trufon
tocks, ord the serconfan bitterly
returns the attock. And snother foud
iz going.

"A centralised fandon is clways
witl o focrl voint. L.irsculously, vlen
cne zirce dies cnother is found to
renlice it and {he In Group noves on.
But o centrelised fardoiy 21so has roon



.or othier kinds of quelity fenzines, Concurrently »«dith our V.o I o8,
U2inYs and PSYCHOLICs ve've hod our 0. PASY 0L, 2 PAYO0.s, 2TODCIAGIITIC
2IGESTs and Ii'SINus, &and :¢'ve also hid cur SLYOOkg, S!aAll's cne -2UDs as
vell. A fecel point irnwine in ot 2lrveays the best or 1tost thoro.shaly
renrescrtative fonzgine of its tine, but it sc.eho, ineffcbly awval.ens the
greatest interest fzow: ost of fandou,

L conereie exe. »le vill surfice probobly T e focol point of
he '58-159 period nos FA.AC. hother ie¢ within itsclf swaliered rondon
to new awarcnesscs, or vhetler it ves o vroduet of that trend (and crother
feetor was the ter yecar drcaw of fendoin - south Grte in '58 - coiring true);
it certeinly gencercted lore exciccucnt and intercest tian ony other fanzinc
in tlhc least sevexnl cars., Fendow as & wholoe erdorsed it, collectiors,
conventinn goers cnd fonzine fans alilke, A AC laccd top of its own poll,
and von the 1658 "~ uge at the-Heterntion,

"Yet, viat kind of fanzine rob WL 4C? a8 1.3 noteriel thoat good?
Eerdly., .oot of it was wevs and slight coluvnizing; couiients on fanzinaes
received (not reviews ecithcr), and pirtics ¢$tonded, oné rone of it in
vhot airht be crlled deathless prosc, Indeed, Terry Corr's I1INU I'DC s
o wmech better fomzine: the natericl :as not ephemornl; bt <rell done ond
0i lesting intercst, ond Terry's owi ¢ditorinls ~ere auong $he high snot
of fexpish writing for the yeor., DJAIMAC becaile indesnensaiel: becouse it -
ivnediete; ¢nd like no otucy fa zine it hnod ivs fingere on fondou's nulso.
In PATAC we hod ¢ fuirly cciprehensive rejorier for nosrly ~n, fanrish
svent o: iuporitarce, &s well as thosae of little iioortonce. ¢ hed on
ensy refercnce for ¢ enged cdircases (a note in PAVAC to tlhe efjcct that
so&so tioved weoans thiot viiether or not he hes, so&so will cnd rust uove)
end o reody source of nevs. And coing aftcr ¢ thirce or so yoor period
of no focal noirts, the ilipeet 1ze even greecter thenr it wvoulé ' eriisc
hcve been,

"he oeip weint I've beer .coking is tlis: Pondou's orgeric
s 'ructure dc.ands a "focal eint™ ow goue fora of centrelisciion - in &
word, unity. Iocel points uwsuolly take plac. in our wticrocosn of lettcers
as fanzincs. ot necessarily thwe “best® foanzines, »ut fanzincs -Tich
deliver that ce tain so.cthing ick exzecites the intorest of wost of
fandon, ithout thesc foczal noints (whicl voy crist as o group of releted
fenzines, ezach coi -levienting the others), fando.. falls uoon hard, unprod-
uciive tines, out of Lich couis strife and disseniion.

“fot only coes { ndcu need focal points, it can't do without theon,

-- Ted hitc.

Thenlk you ded. A3 Y said bwofore this suvuned up -, f.ulir o of
severcl nonths ago W ev I thought foanzine fendonm was in o very dissipoted
state. 'Where anpecrce tc be no fanzines published freouently enough ox

ith enough gencral interest to becoune an: tiing rescnbling o focel point.
Porticularly tlere vas o dearth of communication over the Atlerntic. US
fanz ncs rorcly feoatvurcd British letterhocks ord vice versa. ''here was
2 simdiler situction with &atcrizl ard extusrk, :(ore gererelly I wvas
surprisced by t.uc lock of dnterest o ong young inglofers in Auc: icon fondon.



And novw, soveral unonths later e hiings cll that different? Is
there oy cnc fanzinc you be awveciclly vlcascd o orrive $0LOTTOV...any
‘mnzine you'td bo excited to recd and veule recouiend to & new fon?  Is thert
any ierzince you wish would »ublish worc freguently or itheot you wwould sub
to fodling ony other ucthods to crock its céitor's inrd heart?

rore sneecifically, wiichh prcsc t ey fon i?bu couléd be Future focal
points,; which will in the long ror hove she 2oeost irnflucnce znd vhich in the
long run will be zost trecsvrced cither by fonzince collectors or ir the
neory?

(r¢ further point. This is not o subtlc woy of patiing egoboo for
citiicr wen or uyselfl

Pinelly, if anyone wonders vhy we're not selling this issue, I'11
: / .o
zive onc clue crd soy that cach onc costs crouwnd 4~ to producc. OF7

Best for 19565
== Dove Helo
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BETTER RED

THAN - il
DIRTY FINGERNAILS
by MIKE MOORCOCK

I was sorry when "The Twilisht Zone" stonped appearine on ITV beczuse 1t was
one of the few television procromnes that could set an emoticnal response out
of me. .part from beins uble to onticipate cvery sinsle 'twist' ending,
beins o trifle survrised that 11 extraterrestricls ore huménoid, vear
lounro suits ond have a culture exactly comparable to modern :fmerica, ond
mervelline at production costs that must heve run into tens of dollars, I
ves also instilled with wild snti-:mericonism, which, I hasten to zdd, only’
tended to laost about holf an hour aofter the propramme ended. The pieture of
~mericans, as presemted on "The Twilicht Zone", is of a race made up entirely
of acute hysterics wallovine in cn unhealthy nostalriun for = past that has
never existed. .£n impression that could casily be confirmed, incidentally, by
witnessine as I did on TV, the events in San Froncisco which led w to the
nomination of Barry Goldwater as the Republicun Party's next Presidential
Candidate,



Fow T know from my ovma exverience that .mericans are ususlly pleasant,
level headed, cowteous, arc well able to cope with the problems of modern
living and are genernally less neurotic thon most foreirmers, Yet the handful
of "Twilirht Zone" programmes thot were put on showed ordinery imericens going
berserk with fear =zt the creak of a door, clewins at one nnother, weepins,
shrieking and frothine at the mouth., In one story, o hirhly trained crew
member of a spaceshiv that has crashed immedioately besins slouchtering his
friends, foce twitching the while, for nc apparent reason, In another a
spaceship crashes on liars whereupon the swvivine astroncut sobs and scrumbles
in hystericel fear throush hulf the prosrmime until the door (no airlock) is
openvd for him by o bunch of lLertiosns dressed in tunics indicating a e¢ivilis~
ation identical with that of Greece in 400 BC, thoush their presumed technol-
orical standerd is somewhat hicrher than ours, This cives him further cause %o
mewl and crince in spite of their obvious friendliness. [t the end they do
what anyone would do with someone like him - the; 1 o'z 2t up, This doesn't
asuite fit with my impression of the laconic Glenn, but tnere you are,

4 mumber of other prorramnes have shovm worried business executives
unzble to fece vwhat seew to be the perfectly ordincry complications of a
normal life, returnins to the late 19th cenbury and = world of rocking
chairs, nice friendly folk fennine themselves in the sumer evening, drinking
lemonade on the versnda and possessing ebsolutely no problems. “hat irked me
about these is that evidently the people of the fmerican small tovn in the
1890's had just as miny problems and fears as we have, yet "Twilight Zone"
accepts that 1life was wn eternal summer's 8ay, that there was no poverty, no
crime, no tensions, rothing but troncuility and coed humour, Like Bradbury
(who is obviously Rod Serling's wmcin influence, to say the least) there is
no attempt to cuestion the validity of this myth., DTrom vhiat I gather, Borry
Goldvweater hes coined much of his support by promising people that he will
'restore! this way of life, which indicates what a sood percentase of the
-mericaon electorate does not cuestion the myth's validity cither,

Mot only sstroncuts appear to be recruited from the nut-houses, In
another presentation a power-failure results in the entire vopulation of a
tovn poing berserk and mobbing verious fellow tovmspeople in turn, believing
(ornin for no apperent rcason) thet they sre extraterrestrisl aliens in
dispuise, Link this impression with the terrible cati-Communist witch-huntings
of the MCarthy erz, the wild stztements of Ramblin' Barry which appear to be
accepted so widely, the violence of ponester and Vestern films, the stories of
corrupton in big business, unions, the police force ete, tnd one tends to get
a very odd picture of wodern . mericea, It is, of course, cn crroncous victure,
but 2 poverful one which wiz confirmed for wrny non-imcricons when Kennedy wos
ossassinated lost year, It is o plctwre which smericon export cntertoinment
helps foster and X'w not only referrine to TV Vesterns, pulp marszines 'for
men'! or filwms. Sowe ~werican sf contains elements shovin: imerice as a plece
where the belief's of the peopie ¢re so reactionery they :re only surpassed by
Hitler's Gerwmany, "The Twilirht Zone", I pother, is cuite hishly-estesmed by
most smerican fons, cnd prob:bly csteemed for the same reasons s meny sf
stories. Perhips there is nothing vrone in escapine, for zn hour or two, into
& nostalric myth, but if = lot of people vholcheirtedly belicve it, it can
lezd to some pretty horrible conscquences, os no doubt we shall find if
Bewildered Barry becomes (merica's next Prosident,

4s you'll have e thered, I'm mot tolking about ‘'satirical'! sf of the
Pohl-Kornbluth viricty, .11 this shows is = healthy concern that certoain
individual forces in the vorld should nzv ~.t our "1 u 28, I'wm tclki ¢ about



some of the tecit assuuptions made by & nupber of American sf writers in
their stories, .ssumptions that there are simple answers to complicated
problems cnd that the simple 1ife is the best life.

There is, for instunce, a vwhole caterory of stories vhich I ¢all
Huelk Fimm sf. In these stories a2 young boy hes gsrovh up in a society that
has pertl:lly survived an atowic cataclysm (sometimes it has developed on an
'outworld' or from the survivors of a crashed scaceship, This society is
cowpletely decentr:lised, consistine of small communities without any form of
overall gcoverrment, Tnhe boy lecnves his home tovm, says goodbye to his Mom or
his aunt, or escepes from his wicked foster father, and rambles through this
society havine adventures, eventually discove-ing, thot some kind cf Project is
being planned in which he becomes o Xey Fipure. This ernding is tapgeed on to
Justify the story's sf tar, Its main appeal is that it shows & futwre in vhich
the veranda and sarsparilla world of the past (mythical as it is) has hecome
a reality. It is a world which has an appeel for muny of us., It is, as
Patrick 0'Donovan described it in a recent OBSERVER crticle, "the drean of the
Hoppy Valley., It's c plagce on the frontier where women are pure, men are
strong and wholly self-relisnt and 1ife is wwomplicated, It's o myth, but a
myth that's as potent as vulger truth."”

3P readers often point ocut that one of
the penre's great virtues is its rodicalism and
: its susvicion of the accepted 'truths' that the
majority of people believe in. This %s, in fact,
© often untrue, perticularly of the most popular
i American writers who often appeal to us by
catering to our yearnings for a simpler life,
Van Vogt in his "Jeapon Shop" stories, Blish
with his "Ookie" series (the ultimete in
decentralisation! ), Heinlein in virtually
; everything he's written, Bradbury, Prackett,
y snderson ond mony more, all tend to foster the
. myth that life can be simpler if oniy....

The appeal, on this level, of these
stories is almost exactly the same as the appeal
- of Westerns or historicnl novels. They sustain
¢ myths zbout society just as other forms of popul-~
+ ar fiction sustain myths about people, and we
%° respond to these myths as much as housewives

- respond to the myths inherent in romantic
- fiction, We cun enjoy the stories, of course, by
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suspending our disbelief in these assumptions while we're reading them, but we
cammet claim that they make -us see things in a radically new vay,

Personally I don't beligve that there is any fun in leading a Simple
Life, whether it is vorking one's guts out on sowme homestead or sitting wbout
in sowe creaking rocking chair, post, present or future, INeither do I see
any possibility of the mojority of the Vestern world's population being able
to spend their days in easy-going tranguility, sunning themselves on the
front porch, There vwould br o return to lind-grubbing, naturslly, in the
event of an atomic war, if there were any land to grub., But assuming no Bomb,
the vorld's population will increase rapidly in the next thirty years and a
political system that is going to cope with this will need to exert its power
more and organise on an even wore comprehensive level,

Burope, Britain cnd the sfro-iAsian countries all zccent this as . inev-
itable, as do & great many fmericans, but there is o strong movement, Jjudpging
by CGoldwater's success, in the U,S, which denies it, In the past, the United
States has had land to spare, plenty of lebensraum, but this will not be so
true in the future. It is a pity of course, but it is a reality nonetheless,
In & woy I sympathise with Goldwater in everything but his foreipn policy, for
he seans an honest, carnest man bewildered, like his less fanaticel followers,
by o world vwhich is, of necessity, driven to grester and greater centralisaticn
of goverrment resulfing in « decreasing sense of individual freedom. I don't
think there ir less individucl freedom than there was fifty years ago, but at
least fifty yeers apo you thousht you had more choice whereas today you know
you hovenit., TUnfortrnately it's impossible to run a modern country on
ancosaistic primiples, Dverything depends on smooth overcll plomning, spece
izlisation and synchronisation, The reactionory thinking of the Goldwaterites
gocs agninst the tide, as they say, of history and if Goldvater became
President bhis regime could produce nothing but choos in the United States and,
quite likely, the rest of the world as well,

The fecr of too much State control, resimentced society, over leorpe
and overcrowded cities etec, is shared by all thc Vestern democracies and this.
fear is mirrcred in = tremendous number of sf stories (25% of those I rcceive
zre on this thane), but this is vhat we arc moving towards and it is what we
shall have unless we orc careful, What we need are not Rucred Individualists
of the Goldwoter viriety, but sensible orpanisers of the Johnson variety,
people who vork to eradicate the drawbzcks on a highly-orgonised society
vhilst realising its incvitability,

1, for one, should likc to read stories, dealing with such a society,
thot ore not concerned with the fight of one lonely individual against The
State {you get plenty of contemporary stories on this thewg, ny.:y - I
call them all, sf or not, You Can't Pight City Hell stories). I'd like to read
a story, for instense, about the problems of a democratic govermment faced
with the situation of running a complicated future state that at the same
time must provide maximun perrsnol liberty for all its citizens, There would
be no siwple answer, but if an sf story came up with a good ansver then it
would be a story to Justify the claims for sf wmade by meny pcople,

I rather feel that today you can't provide true liberty for all unless
you have a tightly plonied propramme involving a super-organised state
machine making sure that =«ll aspects of society doye~tail znd run with one
another, not aprainst one another, Ultimately, of course, this would require



the ebolition of capitalism in &1l its forms. Some would say, I suopose, that
I'w advocating Communism end verhaps I am, though I prefer to think of it as
Democratic 3ocialise -~ the aim of the British Iabour Party.

It will be ilateresting to see vmat hevvens if Wilson wins here wd
Goldvater wins in the Stetes,

EBut don't worry, it'll &ll be over by Caristues,
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In en atternt to sour me to further efforts, Dave sent me some
comments from reszders which referred to my lzst vicce vhich was celled
"Convention Revort 1964", incidentally, because it dezlt with sf couventions
(or conventionzl sf, if you lilze), which answers .rohie's cuery straight off,
Se, using the well-tried shuffle~method, I teke 2t rzudom Peter Thite, foemous
Candle Watcher's issistant and Vhite Dress Fancier, who thinks I've been herxd
on movie sctors end Kurt Vonnegut (as does Roarin' Cherlie Swmith, King of the
1.1). I forret, of course, whet I sctuzlly vwrote, but I stick to my zuns,
vinetever I said. . gleice ot = send-pro -mericen sf criticel megazine cc .led
"Bpilogue" (vhich is en othervise excellent job) will illustrate what I wean
about movie actors, Here Vincent Price defends horror movies with guszint
Lerocity and o wzrvellous trlent for illogicuolity,

He begin: by sayving: "It's time that wmotion victure critics started
taking so cslled "terror' or 'horror' filws seriously -- that is, the legit-
inste filus of this genre based on itk r rwornisod clieosicrs or ori- inal stor-
ies by our leading vriters, Two things ere sure about these exciting wotion
picture products ~ the public =nd the acting profession tz e them seriously
end enjoy them. .s for wyself, and I speak for the majority of serious sctors,
those films bised on the works of E, |, Poe present a dramztic challenge to

the actor which ordinery films end their suvpecficizl 'reality' connot offer,,."



Plunging on with careless disregard for split infinitives and syntex
alike, Price says near the end, righteously indignant: "Let those who condemn
the thriller and horror picture recall, toc, that along with Westerns, this
type of entertaimment was responsible for the swcess of our great motion
picture industry, "

If Price does, indeed, sveak for the majority of his horrid fellows
then my point is wade., I wonder what 'superficial reality' is, or who those
leading writers are, or who the audierces are who take, z y3» "The Premature
Lurial”, seriously? I know thet in Englsnd, enyvay, it is often impossible
to hear the dialogue (probebly just as well) in these films for laughter and
Jeers from the audience and in fact half the fun is going .to see a "so called
'terror' or 'horror' film" is the audience participation, I think that I may
heve said that the majority of actors are stupid, I didn't condemn them all
(but have you ever seen an interview with Sir L. Olivier? Fine actor he may
be, but reading an interview ith him makes you understand why he gives so few. )

Those who think otherwise mzy well be confusing sense with sensibility,
A sensitive actor mneed not be psrticularly bright and in a film which aims at
putting over emotional stuff, he may be just great., However, when it comes %o
doing a part which requires a certsin sharpness of mind (as in satire), that
same actor can ezsily flounder unless he has a very good director indeed, and
as I remember saying, I think Kubrick did a bad job directing "Dr Strangelove".
Sellors is (ha! ha!) all heart.

is for Vonnegut, I concede I may have a blind spot with regard to
"Sirens", for I greatly enjoyed "Mother Iiight", but would 2dd that the
denouement meant nothing to me since I have always been convinced that
mankind's progress means absolutecly nothing at 2ll and Vomnegut's ending
seemed unduly optimistic,

& far better book is Brian ~L173::zs's "CREYBE.RD" which at last delivers
all that Prisn has been promising, fApart frow "The Dark Light Years", which
fell dovm for me berause of its underdeveloped theme, much of £11diss's recent
writing has seemed imitative in the extreme -- "Skeleton Crew" (in Science
Pantasy) was a bletant .. pirct Zran Duer2ll as I have ever been shocked to
find, "The Mzle Resovonse" was scarcely more than 2 sexed-up Jlack Mischief"
(and I found the treatment of sex adolescent) and some other stories heve shown
sother sources, I say this with no pgreat rancour, and without walice, for my
belief in 411diss's talent has swvived even these disavpointments and my
patience has been richly rewarded with "Greybeard". Gone, as they say, are
the Juvenalities of "Hothpuse™ with its pun drunk prose and its tumsy bellies,
gone is the imitative style of "Barthworks". '"Greybeard" is all Alldiss;
Alldiss at his very, very best, which is very, very, very good indeed, This
is Alldiss writing with discipline, intelligence and all his skill. Can T say
more except to outline the plot which corcerns the Accident of 1981 which
resulted in everyone becowing sterile? By the time the book opens (in a
village near Oxford) everyone is getting pretty old =nd lives in the kunowledge
that they are the last ge: eration of wmankind, From there the book develops
(there zre none of the usuzl st cliches, T might add) as it studies the imp-
lications of this theme as they are reflected by the handful of characters
led or met by slgernon 'Greybeard' Timberlande on his journey down the Thames
towards his mouth, Symbolism can be found in the book, and it is good, if you
like finding symbols, and the chief symbol iz, of course, the river.
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Greybezrd thoucht how tiresome end colowrless Cherley was,
but he answered patiently. "You're a sensible man, Charley.
Surely we wust think shead? This is getting to be a
peasioner's plenet, You czn see the danrer signs as well
as I cen. There are no young men avnd twonen enynore, The
number of us capable of malntaining even the present low
stonderd of living is declining year by year, e -="

"We cen't do enything about it, Get that firmly into your
mind and you'll feel better about the whole situction. ~he
idez thst wman czn do snything useful zbout his fate is an
old idez, ¥“hat do I wesn? Yes, a fossil, Tt's something
from enother period,... Ve can't do anything., Te Jjust get
carried zlong, like the water in this river.®

"You've rezd a 1ot of things into the river," Greybeerd szid,
half laughing.

Greybeard decides, a snort while later, to go down river, towsrds the
sea,

This book is ~ood not only for its theme and its characters but also
for its beautiful descrivtions of the vild English countryside, reminiscent of
the Middle Ages, Ierc Alldi sshows himself to be, without nearly so many
pyrotechnics, at least eoual to Durrell or even Lawrence, Why he should
catch hold of snother writer's shirt-tails when he is one of the finest writers
of English prose since the war, escapes me. But it would be petty to look back
on z. fevr misfires (or, as I suspect, catch-permies) when 23disc showz himzelf
capable of going onto even better things in the near future., Prou what I hear,
“"Greybeard" is alrezdy being bid for by seversl major film companies and it
should do well both here and in the States. I hope the well deserved riches

it showld bring . will enable him to slow down the production a bit and
continue to produce some more like it, He's got plenty of time to do it,

leaxwhile back to the correspondents, Beryl Henley isn't sure that I'i
real, To tell her the truth, I'm usuelly 2 bit uncertzin myself, 3But, sincer-
ely, Beryl, would you believe me if I told you that beneath this clownish and
extrovert exterior there beats an even more olovnish and extrovert heart thet
I em fighting to keep in? But no, no, I shoulda't burden you with my probleas,
Who cares if I'm 2 clown who wonts to play Hswlet -- in seguinned bights?
snyway, 1 resented that crack sbout 'lorcer than life'!, particularly since
I've cut out the bread and potatoes.



411 right, Buck Coulson, it's a bet, You get one of youwr abortionists
and I'1l cet one of wine end let's see who can do the dirtiest job, I stick to
what I szid until you've zot Wedicere end legalised ebortions, It would be
indiscreet to quote actuel czse histories of the eiris I've known who've had
successful sbortions (2t & comperativelv low cost, too) vut I emphasise that
the mental stress involved in havin one is sufficient resson zlone to make
them leral, Sterclisetion hes its points and if people should chenre their
minds theyv con adopt & kid (1 in 5 kids in Zondon asre illecitimate and o
larce perceut.{e of those aren't wanted by their mothers..or fothers). DBut
child beoring 1tsel¢, whatever else you mayv sty sbout it, is good for & woman
in thet it results in at lezst one colnlete spring cleénlng of the system, ar
sdventse e which & moen never cets, Still, there's alwoys Allie. Seltzer, I
suppose,

Llen Burns voices thet tired old suspicion, often expressed about
pezinters, that experimental vriters are tryings to »ut one over on the public,
It is w to I, Burns, surely, to sharpen his owa judpement until he can tell
if this is the ccse, However fer-out a story {or painting) is, it usually
conforms to certein stendards apvwlied to conventional vriting and they can be
judged sgeinst these standords at lesst,

¥ueh, o*: s more personal note, &s I aduire Leiber, 1'd like to point
out that I wasn't tryine to do what Leiber vias doine in the Elric series which
were, as far as I was corncerned, experimentel, If the experiment dién't come
of f (2cd there are only z few who thought it did) then I'1l have to try agsin,
Experiments don't necessarily invelve 'discommected'narrative or cyclical
themes: theyv can just as eszsily consist of zn attemnt to blend two forms to
serve & certsin purpose, ¥y problem is th:b most of the people who like the
Elric stories like them beczuse they like Sword and Sorcery end those who
don't like Sword andé Sorcery blindly leso to the conclusion that the Elric
stories are just another set of IRB-Hoviard-type zdéventures., IL've virtually
abandoned this form now, snywey., ot that I think = grest deal of anything
I've written (apart from one ampublished short e’cory\ I'm not enywhere near
old enough or skilled enourh to write : decent novel yet, as I've said before,
I reczerd the sf wmegszine field =s one of the few fields where a writer cen
consistently sell his mistakes as he's learninc his Job, This gives him
the advantzpe of esrnine winile he's learnineg, and the disadventage of
ezininsg e esrly reputation on his youthful effusions., “hether this reputat-
ion is good or bad, he becomes identified with it, just as I am still
identified with Elrlc (to my dissust), :nd finds it rather difficult to live
dowm later,

inyway, dovm with the wn dveaturous say I, It is better to have
loved wn@ lost,,.vetter to be & failure than 2 mediocerity, There's too much
bloody caution and finicketty critic-cereful celli-rashy in the world as it
is without «dding to its awesome sum. Eetter to sink bencath one's ovm
excrement, when the day of judcement comes, then to be sucked up into
denry Jemes's znus,

He said, with due care for the criticisms of the postal suthorities.
-~ Mike hoorcock
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John Baxter

was hanging five on this ten footer," the
1th blonde hoir szid to my brither,  'vhen
cd to close out, I tried a standing
ut the rail dipped and pow) Dovn the
Wiped out!" Philip nodded enthusiastic-
nd ‘looked admiring, vhile I for my port
"to work out exactly what hid been said,
.is used to hcaring odd terminolopy in boxnks,
shoenerally it deals with thines 1like "5
i , rather than something as violent ns

intcrest in the cult of the surfer
that moment, iore out of idle cwriocs-
ity than gnything else I borroved o couplc of

i pazines snd read through thon. sauch
zterial wos as incomprehensible as fan-
krmust be to outsiders but I managed to get
eat de¢ -1 out of the mopazines. Scme of the
blind dedication of the swfers rubbed off,



along with the slang snd the odd technical terms. - The photogrephs, us-
uzlly of riders poised on a wave or frozen in the agonised instant of wipe-
out, were something ncw; sporting shots with style, originality end off-
beat humour, Bverything about the sport interested me and I've spend
many hours since following it up. Of course I have neither the build

nor the envr-” to suri nmyself but if enthusiasm counts for anything I am
as much 2 surfer as any of theu, The current craze for surfing among
teenarers, the "swf music", stomping, surf t-shirts ete., has devalued the
sport to a certain extert, just as the hot-rod craze devalued legitimate
customising during the 50s, but the contral core of enthusiasts and its
particular etaos remains solid, The real surfers zre different pcople,
unconventional, expert, distant and, I think, worthy of consideration as a
social sroup of considerable originality.

Perhaps scie comment on the sport itself wmicht help to put the
surfers in perspective. To besin with basics, "surfing" is, of course,
surf-board ridinpg. It doesn't include surf life-saving, competition swimming,
weter ski-ilnp or any other water sport, with the possible exccption of
"body surfing" - ridinv waves cn one's stowach, without a board or flcat,
Generally surfers use a 9 £t x 21 inch plastic foam or Tibrerlass board,
Technigue varies, but the trick is to wmanouvre your board out onto the face
oi the wave and trezvel scross that face in as long o slide as possible., :is
the wave breaks or "closes out" the rider moves dovm to the base of the wave,
hanks around wd using the mcmentum of the turn either nmoves further dovm
wore or drops out over the back. The first object of the sport is, of course,
to stay upripht. The second, for experts only, is to "make the wave": ride
it from first to Last without an error and then drop out, still uprisht,

Conditions vary from day to day, even houwr to hour, and from beach
to beach, Bvery place has its riding spots vhere the waves are firmer and
last longer but all are dependent to a larse extent on the wind, If the wind
is blowing off shore. onto the face of the breakine wave, the water is
prevented from curline over and so the ride is lonrer and wore exciting,
On-shore yviinds rcesult in crushers that can smash bosrds and riders with
ease, =lthough cven tine hollow viaves held up by off-shore breezes cen be
daneverous, Surfers soon becae shrewd judpes of weather or they give up.
The best possible combination of wind ard wave occurs in Havaii, where the
winter wind nokes placsces like Sunset Beach, lakabha, “aiea Bay and Banzai
Beacn, home of the infemous Denzai Pipeline, perfect surfinsg spots. Rolling
in from the Pecific tweaty end thirty fect hish, the waves hit these beaches
et over 40 wph, providing the best and most dunrerous riding in the world,
There are good mediws to swall swrfs in the US, at Rincon, Huntington
Beach and the Newport "Vedge" in Celiforniz, in Peru and in iustr:lia, but
the experts gather al Hawraii,

Surfing is perhaps the last of the individusl sports. In common
vith most forms of hunan activity, all sports depend on the participation
of a number of peoplc, and on co-operation betvreen a team of players.
Evea ski-ing, hunting and wountain climbing danand expensive awdiliary
equipment that cen only be supplied by others, or special services that
only trained pecople can supply. Ski-~-lifts, cuides, suppliers of skis,
suns, climbing ecuipment; all these detract from the individuelity of the
sports, ¢ven when only onc actual participant is involved, Surfers are
completely slone, They meke their ovm boards, cutting and shaping the
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nolvureathene foem to suit their snmecinl recuirements and often usine as
many as twelve boerds a yvesr as weather corditions chenge, 4lwmost 2ll
the mcjor surfers work in board shops; no other emmloyment can supply
the ecuipment ancd the time they need for their pursuit of the gfocod waves,
L few nzve "feather bed! Jobs on the "sportin: teome™ of gin trwi:
menufacturers or suriing macazines, OScme zre beach-bums moving from
becch to beach,; picking up cuocurh in one town to move zlone to the next,
They sleeo on the beach or in their battered station wagons and sre w»
at davm, surfing, TVhether they have Jobs or not, ¢11 swrfers remzin
outside soclety, forming o tightly knit, hiphly stretified unit irom
which outsiders tre excluded :zlmost couvpletely by & slons snd technical
terminolocy that veries widely even from bezch to besch, The ouly pass-
rréis oo rtise, In the fincl anelysis, nothing matters to any of the
surfers but the battle between man and oceon,

Tune philosophy of the surfers is & 2¢- ccnsciousiy exvroesoed
laconic off~hard attitude comes neturzlly to wost top riders as = result

of the strong caste system that cxists inside the sroup. But occasionally
in converstaion or by their actions they betray some of the basic
drives that motivate their devotion to the swort. .11 of the stress, the
dedication that =z cood surfer must have to succeed, his absolute 211~
consuming interest in the skills necded to ride a wave. In this they
resemble metadors, to vhor nothing is more important than the particular
tyve of pride znd adulztion that dbullfiphtine rives to them, This
compsrision of surfing with the bullfight has been wade 2 number of times
by various commertators and is one that, I think, holds o great deal of
truth, The two sctivities are very similar. Both involves the strusple
of an individusl against a brute force, both recuire a specialised kind
of skill end a complete dedication to its perfection, znd both have
become highly formalised, vith the netural movements imposed on the
person being styliscd ond refined over the years into & rituel on the
ccourate performence of which » men is rated, In adfition, both
encoursge a curious psycholocicel attifpede, =nd slmost masochistic
¢evotion to the activity that ipnores \2hlfthe discomfort and risk thet
it inevitably brings to the pcrticipan$;1géullfightin9 cffers death,
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injuwy and disgrace; swfing, thoush less danpgerous, means & wipe-out

at the end of almost every wavec, being engulfed in tons of water,

buffetted, helf drovaued end perheps injured, The average wipe-out lasts

twenty seconds, but in high surf a wtn can be forced under for as long

as three wminutes, Injuries from bowrds :re comworplecc, The 1life of
surfer is zclécr pl...capt elmcst zlways misunderstood. Yet they

go bzek agein cnd apein, Thy? FPerheps beczuse the pein is as much =

pert of the attraction as the pride, as close to virtue as the two sides

of & coin,

One other aspect of swurfinc tends to put riders apert from other
"normal"” men ond contribute to their peculiar insulsrity. Swfing depends
primerily ovn belence., The centre of gravity of thesc boards is contin-
ually changine as the end shifts in and out of the weve ¢nd the tail fin
catches the current, Slack wire tricks srec easy compered vith doing a
head-dip or hanging five on a fast boerd. The result is that one of the
prerecuisites of good riding is proce. .. rewlewer once compared it
with 'cllet dencing because of the tremendous sure footedness and balarnce
that is recuired to surf well. In z society where a mrn's most precious
possessivn is his mosculine image, such skills sre hard to learn and
even horder $o exhibit without contempt from others, yet they prefer to
isolatec themselves from society rether that give up surfing,

One of the most perfect pleces of surfing I have seen is in the
film "Swrfing the Southern Cross", where the camera follows "iidget"
Pexrrelly, then Yorld Chumpion and an fustralisn, from the moment he
catches a wave to the time more than tvwo minutes lzter when he cuts out
of it necr the beach. The film, tolten in profile with = telephoto lcns,
shows every tiny movement, every readjustment in b:lsnce in & way that
no amount of personal observation can do. The imzre of Farrelly, wrists
loose, hands donpling, the arms reduced to balances for the body, hie whole
cbtitude that of the dedicated expert oblivicus to everything but his
tesk, is one that I will never forget. This complcte leck of self-
consciousness indicates better than anything else the isoletion of these
people. One of them observed oirce "The next weve - or the Bomb, What
else is there?" I can think of worse philosophies.

-~- John Bzxter
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A religious fanatic poundinr, his less with pieces of
broken glass,...mutilated victims of shark attacks....fmerican women tearing
the clothes of Rossano Brazzi,.,.Bast Indian women being fattened up in capes
before they wate with their village headman, These are but a few of the
terrible scenes contained in the Italian film "kondo Cane", directed by Jaco-
petti, which purports to show the less human side of humanity,

In this review I do not interd to add to the ideolatry oralse that has
been lsuded onto this film; praise that has used such cliches as "It rubs owr
noses in the dirt” aznd "a truly shocking film". Instead I intend to prove that
"Fongo Cane" is z phoney documentary containing sensationel material aimed
solely at titilating its audierces, protectins itself with a self-riphteous
commentary by Jacopetti. The film, and its successors "Women of the Vorld" and
“londo Ccne 2%, show cameo sccnes of nastiness and humen weakness teken on



location all over the world, Yet there is no attemnt to relate these scenes
to geograpunic order and the coumentary makes no attempt to account for these
stringe folkvweys., It has a built in subliminsl sneer, ren't we discusting,
folks? But it's kinky, and we all know how muck you like viatching kinkiness
folks.

In the shots of Chinese funercl festivities the nsrrative doesn't
explain the thousend years of social evolution that so into its making, but
implies that the death of a Thinaman is the excuse for an orey and boozeup,
This is typical of the anti-humen czllousness and nastiness for nastiness'
sake that makes "londo Cane" one of the most infamous films ever to pose as
havine artistic werit. ILven the majority of war films which glorify inhum-~
anity never pretend to be cnything other thon that. One vionders at the
mechanics of 2 censorship that allows us to flock to scenes of revulsion, and
yet fordids us to sec somethins as beautiful as the sex act in Bercmen's
"Phe Silence”.

The reader mey be thinking, "But despite the commentary, the scenes
themselves are real and fzetuel," yet the majority of materisl in "ibondo Cane"
was either carefully stased or just olain feked. The opening sequence shows
the unveiling of a statue of Rudolph Velentino in his home town of Calubria,
The ncrrative implied that all the younrmen of the tovn beer 2 strong resemb-
lence to the dead actor, =2nd that the presence of a wovie camera brousht taem
out in droves in the hope of being 'spotted'. TYet all the youncmen in close up
had in fact no ties with Valentino or Calabriz, Jacopetti hed hend picked them
for their likeness to Valentino, glossed their hair dowvm, and shot the whole
series of closeups in a Rome studio! The fans attack on Brazzi wos obviously
staged ( “our camera had hidden itself" ) and one could almost hear Jacovetti
saying "OK, pirls, make this look real, ACTION," The credit title shots show
a dop being forceable drasged into = dog pound. This was carefully staged to
showw our cruelty to animals!

The pseudo-documentary industry has become bir money for ltalien
directors and producers, Imitations of "londo Cane" such as "Taboo" and the
Miorld st Vipht" series are woking generous profits in their larpest consumer
Britain. Studios which once gave us "Ta Strada", "Le Dolce Vita" and "Ia
otte" are eiving priority to Jocopetti «md his friends who cun xrdly be said
to represent the cinematic elite of their country. It is as if British studios
turned over to the productio.l of nothing else than James Bond thrillers and
Carry On Rubbish,

The worst aspect of "Londo Canc" is that many people have been taken in
by it and come away believing they have witnessed a revalation of humen nature,
vhile oll they have seen was nothing more than z snob's Candid Camera.

the aliens are amons us

In the latesgt issue of his flyer "Mi", Eric Bent-
cliffe has said "Nuts" to the fan who thought the slien Group's convention
film show wos "ameteurish end embarassing”, I wholchezrtedly echo this

invective.

Before the show I felt dubious about vhat we were to sece. I haé been



deliberately misled by the zdvence publicity to expect goshwow imitation
horror movies, .ud so, myself wnd zbout ¢ hundred others were pleasantly
surprised. The films viere entirely wpretentious, outrsgeously hammed wp
06 wost importrnt of all, entertaining. They chounded with many little
faults, meinly the timing of pegt and overdoing custard pie antics, buv
the mzicers realise these only too well :nd will improve in their future
productions., /n exsmple of this wezs in "Son of God i1la" where the
monster wes, &s e finel resort, shown ¢ vhoto of azuthor Ted Tubb, Unfort-
wnately this ploy vas drewn out for seversl minutes instead of the abrupt
finis one would exvect o second after the photo wau shown, £ good helf
of the films would heive been better if they hadu't displzyed obvious siins
of tcing rushed for the con. But I'm nit-picking..,

What the critics of the .."_liens expected were first cless smateur
filmes verging on professionslisn. ° hat they zoparently didn't want was a
group of films wade for the heck of it. lbe got the latter. Under stiff-
ling cor=hs1l conditions fans want their intellect sppezled to least of all,
It is much more in the spirit of the con to see a fiim of kike lloarcock
flinging custard vies at L1 Rispin or Lang Jones having his fingernails
pared by Ella Farker.

I personally think the con-comwittee acted with great insignt in
doncting 2 third of the con profits to the :iliens' funds and in comsission—
ing & £1lm for the Vorld Con, With a few rough spots ironed out of their
technique znd expert help from Liric Bentcliffe zuiid  orman Shorrock, the
+liens' next produwction should be something worth looking foward to,
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ebreast of the times

Frs, Joen Roe of Toroanto had been deserted by her
hushend znd left to care for their three children, For months she had been
living on jztional ‘ssistence and looked foward with dreud to the coming
winter a3 the oroblem of protecting her children zgeinst the bitter Canadian
cold. But for the moment Toronto was enjoying one of its hottest suumers
¢nd sveculation was rife &s to how meny of the cit;;"s women voulid edopt the
letest imerican fashion - the topless dress, To emcourage this new mode
a certain store offered half azn uours free shopping to its first woman cuctonie
er to expose her breasts, irs, Roe was endowed with a certain anount of the



feir sex's modesty, but the thought of stecks of clothes for her children att-
racted her to the store abtired only in the bottom half of z bikini, Jnd so
the store honoured its offer by allowing krs. Roe to hectically stuff her
saopoing bag with clothes, zlmost nude znd highly ewmbzrrassed.

2t the seame time that krs, Roe was making greet sacrifices for her
children's welfere, a Forth London used car dealer wes having almost identical
thoughts to those of the Toronto store menzger, In his yard dwelt on old
Zustin in which no one took any interest, even at & give away vprice of
fifty pounds. .'nd so the offer was mede thet the car would be sold for
five pounds to the first young lidy to sit in the cor for thirty minutes
in ¢ topless dress. &n unnamed young lady came foward to fulfill the
terms and claimed the Austin.

Hovi eprrt frem the similarities of these two true stories it is poor
reflectiin on Pritish generosity and faoir play. Cenadians were wiliing to
lose a few Gollars worth of goods for the pleasure of seeing the exposed
breasts of ¥rs. Roe. Yet Londorners would only offer a 90% reduction on a
clepped out ¢ld Austin to enjoy the same pleasurchle emotions,

.s if to prove that it also hcd e seunse of Lbumour to go with its
previous generosity (though maybe it hoped to get back some of the lost
dollars) the seme Toronto store has recently offered topless and bottouless
bikinis, Over a hundred women left the store happily clutching their
prize - zn empty box,

ferwines from ¢ll over

SOUEZK 2 (Mo rates listed, but a nice letter to Tony
Glynn, 144 Beresford St., Mancoester 1y will possibly get you @ copy.)

Delightful, literate, humourous,
well informed end pleasing to the eye are
Just a few words you wmight think of when
you first encounter this tasty wmorsel,
Tony is & fen which many ocldtiwmers remem—
ber with affection, but ycunger fens 1life
myself should be grateful for his reapp-
ecrance after ten long years of Gafie,
tost of Saueak is written by Tony, the
only outside contributor is Bob Xeys who
tells of his travels.in the Orient. The
rest of the ish has Tony rembling about a
variety of subjects; "Irelend, ! =znchester,
his hilarious zdventures =s a cinema proj-
ectionist, the Brontes snd a powerful
review of a book entitled "The Donkey™, In
the centre of the zine azre sowe charming
drawinps in the menner of & child's
colouring book which would serve this

purpese and still be enterteining to adults,
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¥ na g s just the sori of fanzine I like to leave zround
Tor ny non-fan friends to see. Definicely recomnended.

GuLTLLT & (Ifd aad¢ tlhe wsvel [row Jim .ars™ill, 32 Jillwey, 3ho riff

111 Cc«lcsllc‘u.(‘

%, Anart

Lnother oldtbimer,; 'ut not on the same level ag 50 :
from the Terry Goon stery tlhic orvly interesiing itenm is t'.e resurn of
Bushy Ledge (anonyuwity is an advantoge vhen vrltlng woterial as crude

as this) who sug ests that LS be retitled @ & ST (Filth and Silly Puck-
ers), which ic hilarious considering that the three wneges following
Tuchy'ts bit cre 7ull of childish swut and obscenity! fencrally medioc-

re; but the LelIntyre covers a2lone melic it worgd the nrice.

SJCIaY 2 7 (554, LoG or contrid to Joe iilati, 111 south Hizlland hve.,
Pearl dver, lev York 10965.)

rbout the bizgest, ond ceriteinly one of the best, Tz at the
moment, £illing the geo lef - 2 few ysars ago by tle denise of Jdonzho's
KaReil U, Joo's editoricl is & report of ¢ meeting he a2ttended, ot

Lich Gereral Zdwin alker s»noke, which 1s funsy even witlout Joe
pointing out hovw funry are the (uotes. Joe &lso writes in fevovr of
5 fans retu ning their Iaciricon 11 mewbersiaip cexrds with letteors of
digeffilietion like his own * iich he reprints. 3ob Tucker has a few
peges in whieh he sugrests tlhat wrestling wetches betwecn feuding fens
ancd »umbles between pocr feneds @nd poor fmz roviswers siiculd take the
ploecs of the ususl borirg con itews., e sl.ould hove been ot TFeterbor-
ouzh this year., Cther -otohle items arve ‘zy _clsorn end “ed hite on
jezz. & * fizgects beat music favoursbly and hints that when intellect-
uzls sterv @iz~ing it it “ill %Lc a3 dead as Folk music, 3uck Coulson,
who writes on the iolk scere, is nov an intellectuel trend zfdirt, .»nd’'in
his recowd reviecws doesp't fnll into the trevw of determiring what is
ethinic and what is nol -~ ar annoying trendé with mony snob™y Tolk ’prerts'
over here, Harlen illison (pro of 2urke's La Ibmc) writes on Harla
dlison and there a.e avny Hove goofies in this dish which is one of the
vest publications I've seen sor sowe time.

LOGOL L pa= UL T (25¢. toode oy LeC, “u: no subs, from Tom Perry,
¢018 Lovral .ve., Ow.he 11, Mebrasko, -‘.)

4 very personcgl zine, “hosc free-whceeling noture is uwarred by
sone sobering refleciions on the 'Fan "' affeir, which is the latest
cover neme for the Jaltei Breen affaii, There is 'elt illis being
cuobiguous a2b vt it in a lew paragraphs on page one, vut lhe is so right.
is is followed by a

inzines, called “he Vice
an {. Vhe First

clt is his vsuel witty scli in Yhe Iarp.., &
hilarious sevire on the reviewing oif scrcon farwin
Geis and then the latier col dealing wainly wi
let er is from Bill onchio, ond fo:r me to gee the 2ditor of o fine zine
é

b
like Habeklwuk writing stuff 1like thic end being in the


tiro.de
Habakk.uk

thick of the affezir is 2 sad disap.oiantuent, Joec Pilzti inzugurates
a new fennish game called loving Furniture in vwhich one invenis scn-
tences like " lier I mo ed urniture for Puck Coulson I lecrned 21l
cbout unuiii ated gall.'

ZUWITE 6 (I/6 or trade with lorger fenzines from Y. B, Jeston, 9
Porlock Cres., 1orthficld, B'hem,)

“he new weve's wonderzine and o vest improvement on its humble
beginring,s. It has 21l ite wajor {eunlis ironcd out yot is still vesuely
disapnointing aiver the ¢ cellent 10. He On viv veprint sidec we have
[rthur (larke on eccrl s8f, IPritz Leiber with Fiction and s:;ipnets of
iney from Spec leview., Originzl ncteriel includes Villis's fanorama
captured from icbule, Ray Perters on Budry's early works ond secemingly
endless book and zine revicws by lerry Jecves, og Peyton, BDeryl
lenley and id Jewcs. Terry'sa rceviews edneer to be somewhet horsh, and,
clthongh they are justificed, I feel thet Terry should writc noire on
sormetiing he likes rether the be forccd to say 'crud' to the majority
of present uwegzzine sf. {although he sceas to heve sitarted som-thing
with his ibolizh Cordweiner Smith Society.) ‘'the letiercol is unirormly
drab, apart from ¢ delicious wmissive frow Bill Tcmple slenmuing into
Terry for & bad review he ;ave once of his stories. he artvror™ by
2ddic end .M'om is cwong the best currently oveilstle and new artist
Dick Wowett deserves a special menition a5 new fonoartiste of his ebility
are o rarity thesc coys.

LIGHTHOULE 10 (T..F. cendidite Terry Carr's Panazine at 254, trade or
LoC from 41 Pierrepont St., Brooklyn, Y 11201.)

4L pleasent fmz that brings bick memorics of onc of my favouritce
fanzines, Innuendo. It Xkicks off with ten poges of exire ts {rom some
of CGeorge Letzger's letiters, & fair examnle of waich cen e found in
the lettercol of this L3. Starting in fugust 153, hc ¢ronicles his
experiernces in the 'ven mine! living with o bunch of wihiics adoping
the Red Indian way of life, and Loes on o deserive is | irst few
months in the z2rmy. To say that Gco is 'one hell of a suy! is o big
undersvatement: his down to carth and unpretentious ramblings are the
highlight of t is isii, Terry's wife, Corol, reletes her exneriences &5
secretary to 2 'literary cgent' ané Pecte CGrcham writes an interesting
column as well as some typicel Popza meiling cowmments. '“alt Breen
tolks avout Les Swingle Singers and Bach and Finclly, »y way of an
editorizl, is flerry's Tailgate Nlauble, in wlhich he discusses the
financial gide of sr.

» TN

il UIN (2 one shot by John Berry cnd Lrthur homson, available from
Blla Parker, A% 'illizw Dunbar ‘ouse, .lbert RA, FF' 6 at
2/6 o time 2nd 211 procecds go to TAFF.)

L glosgsy 70 pege one shot featuring some of the best meterial
from the hoopy and wroliiic collaboration of Sohn Zerry ond Artchur
Thomson. swong thc wcny sTomillos cre four that at & brief glance

anpecy to e ink originzls included specially for oncscell, but in fact



they are Lrthurtc aticapr at & new Pultlllih process where mastering
is complicesed by not biing 2tle to ceo what you ore cravingt! EBerry's
itens rorge through hunour, light sf cnd stories abvout LTow and Berry.

[FK 1 (frowm Beryl Henley, 53 Tho dearnings, Creabls Cross, dedciteh,
Yores. Mo rates given.)

A
-

Lt first gilance this looks like o revivol of DEXIZINI 25 out
of the four contribvuctors “he oply wole 1s Chris sllerton. Three
recent additions to feammelandon chare the crediits in this hoich-pl.ch
of zany hunour, Lcry. ¢« covversational sby- o writing soves what
¢ould easily have bBeen raither in- Q”Oﬂols ciiunterings, althouzh she does
gecw to write as if the ferzince hes orly a circviation of ten, IMary
Peed iantroducss beat groups into faranw prover axnd certsirly lives up
to her med letter-writer teg. Her stylc won't suit everyone's taste -
but I laughed. "Ringc Fakesusare” has pert one of a two part play
called "One Fundred 2nl Cne Unicorns'", which brings back a standerd
of huwmour lacling sicee George Locke vecome Gordon Walters. Doreen
Parker defends psi; or ot least the title 1° ", Psicnic Defence?, bdut
she Juet mentions novels wviih paravnsychological themes. This is a
pleasant litile zine with nuch promise of joining the ranks of such
fermedited zinec as Grion and Scottishe.

anne WLy sh, wiliow Close,; Dodding-

0¥ 1 (L/6 fro. shris Priest, ™ ,
hursi

y
st. Jien?weod, Dssex,)
h

tine hegt first ishs for weny years, disploying a

maturity t at is u..al a¢ ly by the fourth or fifth ish,

Everything, 2xecn2nt for o shoxt stoxy, ig written by Chris in & cool

logical style thst covers borderline scientifilc thewmes, "pop” astron-

omy and sf develepmonts The short qurJ is very slizhitly above the
&

usual rut of fnz s, and for this alone Thil Iarbotile descrves praise.
Art by Dick Howeot is c¢risp and criginal, olthouch he docs remind we
¢f Den Adkins. Doth this zine and Link ars the first coff the SS¥Fi's
¥aDs (FPublishing and Vis.ribuiting Scrvice) prcduction line and the
feers I had about scores of similer fanzines flooding faadom have

heen quickly diepelied. ¥Wo two fm% could be as di:ferent as these,
especia'ly in appecrance.




DOUIL L2 1 (from Grahawm iall, c/o “Tewkesbur Iegistexr”, 8 liigh Street,
Tewkesbury, Glos.)

Uncdoubtedly one of the best of the new wave zines, since the
cditor rela,i . apd acdmits, his own limitations. It contains some good
avtyork from Drisn hclCabe end souc rubbish lfrom idike Iiges. %here is a
aixed bz of content? in this zine: a humourous niece by Deve ood that
‘s funny when you ccnsider how it wight have Dbeen written, and a serious
niece from Cuarlie Platt that's funny «nyway, Archie Mercer's cont-

=ibution “Yhe Therne Bmi.h Wradition' was welcome enough to me -meybe
taet's beczuse I fthink Thorne Smith's writings heve been sadly neglected

in fandom. 1Where is a vewcint of a 1946 Bob Bloch story that was handled
by ¢ifferent peosle both before and a2iter it originally saw publication

in a woeceh beitor monner. The saile comments wight be made zbout the

acitor's piece on the back poge wiere ho stretches out to half a nage the

pole me to your lacdfer? jeke. Yhe lavghtler raiser ol the issue is YA

ilagnece from the vanltis“ by J. Ramsey Campbell, If this is a sample of

tiie sort of wrivisg we may expect in his Arkhem llouse collection, the -
book shovld be worth buring just for the contemptuous lauvsihs you could

get out oif it. I have never xead anything vhich combines in such a

juvenile manne~ Lovoeeraflt aud Boviard. J.ike joorcock could have wriitten

it weior2 he coulid rsad., In a preceeding author's note, Cempbell
wiwahles scuethlil g about Yerystalisers of dreams’, the story itself is

a crycteliserion  nishitwarce. It cculd have beer handled by a

Vnore coppetht. 2uil ¢r in & @move r2nlistic menner . sowe o the ideas
bonind the story - are ¢uite lo isal __ but writzen by Campbell the

whole iding, o0 we v leasti, falls flat, Apart from all that, DOUBLY
i well worih g try, ané I forecast that Zraham 1{all will be publisling
e zines amung the weet, one of these davs,

~- Dick Bllingsworth

noravA¥aliia 11 (Bruce 3urn's (0 Pizine from 12 :hyber Rd., "ellington,
i.4. or from publisher Len .heslin.)

One can get o good icdea of the type of personel fms this is
zom its first 1iss "oaldy oace heve I tried iarijuana....”, and ihe
:2llowing 2ldilrozini Joseribes Bruce'ls experiences without the sensat- -~
tenalism that 40 wight  exnect from someone vri inag sbeut his First
encounter wWith nrweetis2.  ruce nrints the results of two fanganes
besed cn fillis o ©unchanted Tuplicator™ - Jonhan's Yuest #nd & new
Zarn game czlled Cervention Gago. Pat Uearney has a shori columr w ich
iz rather heibicr than ihe sori of waterial he hag vritten yreviously as
it is nearer to the asusins style Pat adopts in conversation, “his is
folleowed by & lon» account by Bruec of his arx.ival in 2ritain 2 few
ve2are hack 2pd Lds reactions to the fons +ho wet Lim - although ke
confuses cheracherisiices with c.aracter in his assessment of them.

The issue cleses with a story celled ™ hipping Zoy® sbhout the conflict
ci educaiion end tradition, set during the ierya Troubles., I've

alvays been surprised that Druce has never weanaced to have his stories
professionaly pubiisied, especially when he can write as well as this.
ne issue iz mairred by ti:e t oughtless printing of some personal

letiers to Drvece. One, by Al lliswin, wisht be fair comuent in a »nrivate
letter; dut deing circuleted like thiis mekes it anvear catiy and
switeful. Truce Lhould draw the linc between privete ené fannish lives,



SUYGIL 7 (¥ first ennich nroduced by Thorles Plott, 18E, Fitzjohns
svenuc, London i° 3, for 2/3 ikis issuc.)

Beyond apncars to hove pode ouvite o fow steps tovord meturity
over its lost few issues, ccquiring o socicl-conscicice on the woy, In
his céitvoricl; despite the fer dide lc $itle of #Charles | latt dissccts
vocicty", Chirles blasts ori zoout the pressurcs nlaced on the individuel
to conforn to the rest of scciciy c¢réd fini-h.. by es'ing thoe recdur if
heis worn ¢ topliss dress lately. £ltlough it is 50 years since this
srrt of state cent of icdentity wvas popular omong the young intellectulls,
I'z sure Cherles feocels £11 the ovcticr for it.

Polloving tl.is e have & scleciion of colour peges done in
different vrocesscs, iur ficiéion,; fan welry arnd fanzinc revievs. Yhe
only troudble »ith these secws to be thet Chorles is revieving the
cditor's personclitics and rot their fonzines. wWhe lottercol is reclly
2live, 11 brimwing over «ith youthiful over-indulgence. Chief targets
for hete arc Bcryl Henlcy &and : ike ..oorcock. I'a pleased to sce thot
severel Tars h ve scen thro gh woorcock?s mmeror's Moo Clothes, but
poor Beryl....it west be hard to feel the pressures of socicty ir the
Beronté lettercol.

In truc Spinge tradition, part 2 of ithis pbaimoth issue begirs
*ith ¢ conren from Feecr nite. e must be an intellactusl bocousc he
begins In onc of latrcis pleays,; o ok szys to anoincr....", and as
cveryone knows Seire is just ¢ hout thi wost irntcllcctuzl neue onc cen
¢rop ot prescri. hot follows is leos ¢ conrep ond Wore &n €584y on hov
not to writc o conrep.

In ? henley* Ghorles Pleti visits & mentcl-hosnivel apd is all
stectnecss and light cbout it. herever yov iind o gocizl conscicnce you'rc
21lso bound t Tind lat leorncy vho uwscg gech Lords in o surve; of Gcorge
Orvell, and is ablce o t dist it so wuch, that he is able to irtroduce
enry niller inuo the arxticl: witl.out reising nrudishh  evebrov, But
;earncyc";rot be forgiver : o5 assuning thet - »iicll had the sowe
nolivics as . iller. fFTtca Alen odd, locoking ravher lost in here,

criting ob Lt ceritoons on the Jocey circuit, comc & counle of pon-sociol-
ozical c¢szsays. Cne, cntitled *Voeiolo,; cond 5™, closes il o picee of
sunltz cvovt o won buing condeuncd teo live in deep undcrground ccllars,
cnd vruf_ing the barren surface cron.ing thic stunted n»ctlys of his voe.

2his type of article is siuvilar to ¢ lecturer, ‘ho after a lon; and boring
leccture, suddenly irdecontly cxposes hiusclf,

oy Yoy, like 2len Jodd, is quits out of place here riting &
good vicce mbout rho larvel Comies (poup. Dut aftor thot wve are brek with
Peter Thite ho writecs about mmis, wrking him the great rehel ageinst

niddlc closs nretentions. igh & bLeiter Ime ledge oi ds subjocv, roiher
then writing his ovn visus cround ¢ ‘ho's h . entry, eter wight have

) Y

wede somc woxe truthful guceses about thiz pompous old bore.

Beyond is :ue’ improved and certoinly worthwhile reacding, dut
it lacks that certaein suil: ond husour € ot distirguishes o cy¥eellent
fonzine from ncrely good.
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oputbing the si in the Dia
Tokin, time out Ffrom discussing such controver-

sial ond deadly serious nrobloms as tronguilising crimipals ond the dengors

of kissing, thec British issociction mecting ot . outhompton Tniversity leost

Auvgust lind onm its agenda cnd intcrosting diversion: Scionce Fiction os

or indiceticn of future zciintific trerds.

Dr. Deruent A. L.orcer, Physics l.cturcr ot the Univer
the digcussion b speevlating tiiet cn alisy snoce hrobe hes beer cimeling
the .orth for somx itime wonitoring rodio tronsidssions ond serding
inforsietion bvocek to its hion plonet., ¢ should sugz ested 2r. | ercer
concertrasc on sending signrles into znoce r ther hean rcc01v1hg thcm,
clthiough ¢ @y hoive to vweit for over )0 yrors for o reunly., This snoce
Drobe, cop01udao tz' sloieiCchey, ml e R bbev rosnoneihble sor the uyster-
icus dcloycd rodio signals of the 1G30's  lhen 3omc rodio tronsmissions
verc received severcl mor this after they werc propogated.

ic 3ity, begon

vorenist, Professor V.0, dillioms, wert cven further than “he
Observer's si revicwer ond fen professional, 4ingsley Aris, by admitting
that ¥TL and Tug Syed Lon:ters ure nossitle, bdubt fell into line  ith
Hell's cortograher by scying ti:ci tine trovel is dimnossihle.

the Botonist contirued deoringly to postulate the cxistonce of
nen-like crectures swis ing in thie oncans of liguid cowonric or JWviter
and Saturn and rock mern living on iercury. Are 3.4 is possible, he scid,
nirovidcd it ic leorge vrough to conrry suiiicicnt brain. I¢re he assuncd
thet o s must heve human or wmore than huuwen intellieiice cnd not be
ploin stupid aos most fietionsl 3BUi.g wsually scem.

DriN e rcénl sehaldh later dint g MG intenyviled tRat rosik sci®eii stal are
irclined to dismiss sf storics becouse of o single logicel flav. Yet ar
open minded scientist “dith o ntsrov view of the vniverse miphi be shoken
by the concents of sf. It is, he said, the conforwity to the »nresen’
ceecepted notione of scicnce thot wmokes most scicntists unsuvccessrul

vriters in the ficld. hose - ith o vegue sci.ntific ecducatior ~rc often
thc beot vriters

Jhim Lini ood
oo o 0 o oo
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You'tll no:icc thic diffecrence at once!l
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British Veoricty by Beryl Henlcy

A cortain dector, riting Mmiwsicelly in ¢ notioncl newspawver on
the subjects of husbands *nd hcelth, recomncnés ten minutes' cxercisc every
porning in the bethroom, 'This genilcwen should b- informed of tivo salient
focts: (a) mony homes ir tuerticth century Britain heve no bathroon, cond
(v) in meny o the better cquipved houses, the bothroow is the coldest,

st cheerless roor in thc plocce.

Ore cor only mervel ot the intelligence - or rather, leclk of it -
7 the pconle - ho design thesc homes., Sonconc shouvléd brick it fto theu
zently thet thc bothroom is the only roow ir the house :liere one
cbituclly rcitoves 2ll one's clothcs, oad thercfore, in this oftern
rin climete of ou g, it iight be & good idee te provide sone wormth.
ven instolling the airirng cupboaréd in the beoihroom is hcttor then
nothing; the cupboord door can be left owven, emitting -.orw cir, and
bath toiels con, perheps, be 1loid on ton of the hot-rimter tank,

A varm bath after ¢ heord day's night is - or should be - onc of
the major joys of o civilised existancc. All tco ofcen it is on oxdecl.
Jou sit in the b th, assciled by con icy drzught through the overflow,
érecding the woment v n you must leave the fast cooling vweter. Dy a
wmenuoth effort of will, you finclly got out cnd stend, wvet and goose-
ileshed, grabbing a cold baih-tovel cand wishing fervently thet there
vasn't quite so auch of you to dry.

The Council of o certein ! idlands toin {a2nd r..ssibly other local
suthoritics do the same thing), rents out sucll refrigerctors to its
tenonts for & fow shillings o voek, hen asked i. she -antcd to oveil
hoerself of this cuienity, onc tenmant rellicd toartly: thztgdo T wanit
with o fridge? Itve got the bethroon!+ asked if she was joking, she made
i nlain thoat she “rags not. hcr sice wmekes o jeily, blarch ange or similer
dessert, th¢ bowl corntoining the mixturce is placed in the boathroom wash-
basin vierc it always scts quiclkly n~né without trouble.

3‘5!—'0

At such times as Christioes, vicn poultry, ncat, butter, eggs cte,
heve to be bought ir lor_cr cuantitics then usval ondéd kepnt for some
d-ys until roquired, 2ll these arc kept in the bathroom, covered os
nceessary until nccded, hy not?¥ shc decuords. "It's the coldest
soom in the houzel

Ir view of the foet that our sumwcrs (heh!) re usuclly the
subjcet of bittcer jokes, cné our uinters are just plain bitter (0 to say
nothing of vrolonged), this is o lulicrous statc of affoirs. Shivering
becthers testify -~ ith aching nostalgie, renc bering tic b th-nights of
childinood, utlwep . other buili thc kitclhier fire helfucy un the cl:imncy,
zn@ they uplas Ld blias{fully in th» old zire >ecth -y the fire.


cloth.es

of his collecogues about the high incidence of clroric bronchitis and a2llied
respirctory ciflictions in this country. They oll odvisce thot the bedroon
should be w¢ll warncd Hafore retviving. Tiey neke no mention of Lke rigours
of the bathroou.

Probably the decitor mentioncd ecrlicr is as concerned as the rest
5 &

The Govermment wrkoes grents to vconle wisiiing to install brthroons
in their homes, and rightly so., But, i: you live in on old housc, ond ore
consicdering availing youwrscli of this gront, think cercfully berlore you
exchenge your kitciien bath for the staitus symbol of "o proner bathroon,d
Tou ucy be thinking oi the cwount of work it rill save: you may de lore 211
thc busincse of £illing - boiler, wvoiting for the voter to higt, hcouling
out the zine both, filling it, cuptying it afterverds and clecning up the
kitchenr floor. You moy be cogerly ocnticipoting the comvenicnce of walking
into your new bathroon ond simply tuening on o top, oné heving notbirg io
do aiftcruards but pull out o plug.

1ell, thirck cgrin. If you arc detcraincd to hove o “proper beath-
roow, ucke surc that you hvve 2lso soie moons of hoating it - preicrebly
not elcctricel (c¢ver hcard of wintcr pouer cuis?). Others ise you moy, onc
vinter's night, velk into your bocutiful new bothroom ord; boing vrt by o
nlast of icy air, rcircat hosivily into the kitchon, howing that the old
zinc boith io still watcetight.

R2cmeuber 2ll the jokes about kecping cocl in the both? Perheps
they came out of ar uncouscious cssosicetios of ideas, orisirng frowm the
acuory of those childiood baths iz frout of o cocl fire?)

And; sitting tlere in comiort, jou wucy woncein 'y the vlercers of
our homcs chosc o follor Sparcem idcas cbout bathiing, instecd of the
Qouan cxample., 'The laiter belicved that taking o bath shiould be & leisur-
cly coind luxvrious plcosure; and not o sclfi inflicted torture. Communcl,
too, o5 in Japan? Soft? Dececodent? Since won ras it eitocr to ba cleon?
And +iho is going Lo bathc niorc frequertly - the neople to whom it is &
pleasvre, oy those ©o vhoa it is ¢ joyvless ncccesity?

One of the nost hilaxious Stosloc’ nrogrowies concerncd Herold's
cabition to build o bathroon. FDad: vould hove noihing to do with it, and
insigsted on hig weusl custou of b thing downsteirs in front of the firc.
“here he sat, vcoring his battcred old Homberg, kicning his socks on
beceouse they, too, nceded & wash, onc coating his dinncer oif o tray laid
neross the cdzes of the bath. (Dropning thc oicked onions in the veter and
fishing for thew with ¢ fork strbhing himself himself in unspecificd portions
of his anctony, too...) It wes screaningly funny, yos - but #Dad¥ vas
confortebly enjoying limsel:,

I reckon it's 2ll Pecier Lind ieyest fcult. “Poo nmuch bhathintll
n o

wesken yer..." Let hin and bis ilk be like chilled vodke - ¢old ond
strong 18- vhey wieni to. le, I'd rsther be lliks Hricigh KHeilvieavs tea.

Horm citd venK.e...

-= 3eryl Henley
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I'1]l begin with the materisls snd some of the methods, I use an 0ld mirror
leid on 2 drawing bosrd 2s ¢ cutting surfece, Under the mirror I pluce the
beckine sheet of the stencil znd over it the wexed sheet., Between the waxed
sheet and the nirror comes ¢ single thiclness of newsprint or similar peper
&1d directl.; under the 7 x>d sheet is the pencil sketch, This pencil
sketch is ususlly on cartridge peaver and forms the besis of the illustration.
I then stretch the waxed sbeet 28 toutly as possible until the sketch can be
seen fairly clearly through it znd secure the lower corners to the boerd with
drzwing pins, If the width of your mirror is greater than the stencil and
it is impossitle FCto use vins to fasten the stencil I would suggest using
sticky tape., The ideal arranrement, for tracing purposes, is to put the
stencil on a sheet of clear class with a strong light behind it, Here the
sketch is just pleced bhetween the two stencil sheets, Some frms, I helieve,
hold the whole affcir against & windovpane so thet they cen trace by
daylight, vhich is ingenious if not relaxing,

after tracinge so mucn of the sketch as can be seen, using 2 2B or
softer grrde pencil on the wax so as not to cut it, I unpin the stencil,
remove the sketch, and acd to the tracing whatever details heve been missed
out, I then 'pL.ce £ bleck cerbon under the stencil and pin the ends dovm as
taughtly s the sheet vill bear, Cutting then berins, The pencil sketch
cennot give & wholly sccurste idea of hov the stencilled illo vwill look, znd
so I add or omit verious things in the course of cutting, ILiy sketches,
auite often, zre only the bere frzmevork of the completed stencil,

For cutting, e2nd for 21l shadine, I use a fairly thick pointed
Gestetner stylus, e fine vointed stylus mede by .:rthur Thowson snd & Gest-
etner wheel ven, Lethargy hes prevented we from acguiring = wider range of
instruments, although Gestetner's vrices had something to do with it, too,
There sre 2 number of surfaces in oddition to the standard shading plstes
viaich cen produce interesting effects ( roush sandpzper, for exsmole )
though I haven't asctuclly tried them wyself, In addicion to being lethurgic
erd tightfisted, I am also conservative,

If you'll now turn your attention to the illustration of the facing
pege I'd like to rzise some points about it myself, zand also to answer sowe
of the points raised by Dave cud idke Higgs,

The size of the illustration is another sign of my lethorgy., It's
small to aveid a lot of work,

Framing ny illos is largely force of habit, I admit, though im this
instance, however, I felt that the decorative, non-reahstlc treztment
reoulred g frame, I find support for this ner in "Tree snd Leaf", which I
rezd shortly after cutting this illo, Here Tolkien makes the po:mt that



all swh work nceds a definite bowndcry., e then cualifies this by saying
that be considers fentasy srt, in general, to be not a Cood Thing. This
almost puts me out of = job!

Dave wonders how I work up these crszy ideas. “fell, in the prepar-
atory sketches I disrerard the wedluwm end go for en effective coumposition,
~fter this I heve to take into account the limitations of the stencil
mediuwn end medil'y the victure sccordingly, T =zvoid lerge sreas of solid
black and heavy shadsing for example. Slso heavy lines should not cut
across each other, You wat notice that the lines of this frame do not quite
meet at the corners. T orce watched o fan editor patiently ruling off a
freme for én irticle heading only to hsva the entire rectaingle fall clean
out of the stercil when he held it up! T'wm very wary of this as I'd hute
to have to cut this stencil apgain,

The tyve of stereil you use devends on the sort of work you want to
do, I criginelly preferred Roneo stencils, considering Cestetuer to be
harg, unsympathetic and tending to tear., Now I find that Gestetuer seem
best znd Reoneo are too soft for really debeiled work., Though an srtists
choice of stemeidl is usuelly limited vo what he gets sent by the editor,

T don't make very nuch use of shading plates myself. Though I

would suegest that anyone poing into fanzines in a bip way would be sensilble
0 z0llect 2 gocd renge of sheding pletes snd lettering guides, These guldes
ere particularly uwseful if you find lettering a chore rather than a pleasure,
I borrowed e shading plate frowm »lzn Burns when 1lloing NORTHLIGHT, and put
the corbon over it 'sooey side wuo' vithoubt tny ill-effect. In fect this woy
0¢ £n advencsse &5 you can seée more accuretely where the shading is coming
eund if it's cowing et oll,

I never use correcting fluid, Small errors ¢sn ususlly be made ©to
look intemtionel (!) end with reclly large errors I sorsp the stencil omd
beoin agaln.

I'd like to end on a vaguely pessemistic note, Stencilling vas
cricinally = novelty #nd o challengs; no— it is sonmething of = drag. Not
bagouse I've come cnywhere nezr covering a1l {the vossibilities; I simply
wont to give more time to working in other wedia, for Fun und Profit,

-- Jim Cawthorn

COMME NTS

Deve has asked me to say whet changes I'd heve made with this excellent Jim
Cawthorn 1llo if I'd heve heen doing it uyself, and how I'd have maltreated
the stencil, I'm not soing to try to criticise any point of Jims art style



I hzsten to add, but werely to natter about differences in technicue, For
the record, I'n z zreat adwirer of all Jim's artwork, and the accompenying
specinen is no exception, I kmov that if I'd have tried the result would
have been very different,..,

This 11)lo is not intended to illustrete ziiything in perticulsr so
I cannot comment on its story verscity, I'll tzke it as & picture. It is a
rood illo by any stendards, but in this cuase not up to Jin's top grade as it
tends to be over cluttered (not in itself & fzult) inasmuch cs the detail of
ponster and cliens tend to merse together,

“here would I wake my pictorial chence? 1'd either lower the 2lien's
left arm (thourh we would normelly thini: of the rizht being the sword arm) or
body in order to bring sll the sword into the picture, As it is, the sword,
which should be the focal point, is leckin in eye avpezl, A4As for the rest
of the pvictwre, I only wish I could emulate it. The wonster 1s superb and the
aliens 2different, vet believable.

as to stencil and sheding ftechnicue. I would heve simplified the
helmet tracery into metallic reflection lines, The flamboyant decoretion of
tne helmet I'd heve used for the cloak where T feel it would be more suitable,
The rest of the swordsman's figure I'd huve left &s it is, except for dark-
enins the left hand line of the body more (zxd lightening the wonster
slightly) in order tc meke o clear distinction between the two figures.

The wounted warrior needs no chanse, but I'd have reduced the Shield
size, clarified its outline z2nd wade the dzrk desizn much dsxker (or linear)
to pive ez better contrast with the standing alien, into whom it tends to
merge. The backsround ficwre I would heve mede far lichter to reduce tae
'Yey', to throw the scene back 2nd thus give added depth to the perspective
of the scene, DMy own preference is zlways for reduwed and wore positive
use of sheading,

This then is an idez of what chanpes I would like to have mzde in
Jim's illo.,.I'd like to heve mede them, but I hasten to add that I couldn't,
nor could I heve vroduced the illo in the first place, I Jjust haven't the
skill,

-~ Terry Jeeves
=
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RITICISES

The criticisn of & painting or victuwre is & more nebulous affezir than the
criticism of a piece of written work, Literary criticism depends to a

sreat extent won auwlysis and the appeal it hes to the critic is often a
secondery consideration, But with visual foras criticism is usually on an
enmotionzl level. He likes or dislikes according to his tastes =nd hovw these
ere satisfied by the definitive stiwulus given by the picture.
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I've made this voint to try and show that the notorious ‘man in the
street' has just es much right and justificotion to criticise art es the
dilettonte and collector.  nd now, disguising myself hecvily &s that same
man in the street (r:ther difficult for 2 women) I'll view with more
confidence the orospect of criticising Jim's illo, “then Dave first
suggested it, I gasped =t the idez of me criticising Cawbhorn the Great,

The first notic:ble thing, end the most plessing for me, was the
helmet and tue profile of the wmein figure, The line of both suggn:ts :uner-
strength, a2 verfect being, .5 fer ss I zm concerned, Jim could hove left it
2t Jjust thot, The remoinder of the victure doesn't live up to this cresture
and crowds irrelevantly in the background.

~5 the ilio doesn't hive any commection with & perticuler story I
can let my imagination run riot, Does the knipht like character mounted
on his thoroughbred awphibicn, heve any connection with the hero figure?
Does the girl wish the rider would not block her view of this eligable
gentleman?

I hesitate to carp et an anztomical detsail. After £11, my sense of
wonder should cllow me to sccept the impossible. Poets esre permitted
license, so why not srtists the improbavle? However, for thosas couacerned
with body structure, it can be argued that the position of the magnificent
head is set too fer over on the shoulders. So what! It would be z dull
world if all illustrations were of mediczl text-bbok stendard ond I feel I'm
vrobably being hypercriticsl. Unless z drawing is throvm out of line by the
intrusion of the impossible, its use should not really be argued.

I think thet had Jim cerried on that oblicue line started by the
crest of the helmet and continued the sloping profile by dropping the
sword arm, so that it pointed down, the effect might be less cluttered,
Had this been done, the grouping of the knight, his pet, znd the girl
might have been seen to better advintzge.

I've seen Jim sketch, He sketches cuickly, vrecisely, using blocks
of light =nd shede to create zccurate and woving situations, I don't think
this particular illo is worthy of that inspired genius shown by Jim Cewthorn,
His technique of stenciling is experienced and varied, filling one zfraid of
virgin stencils with awe, s I said, the mzin figuwre is good, but there
secms to be s lack of balance, no definite line in the composition of the
drawing, This may be Gue to it not illustrating any particulor scene,

Thus saying, I toke wmy leave humbly, hrving derived a great deal of
pleasure from that elegant profile, surmounted by the sweeving lines of the
helmet, znd bearing in wind that it's Jjust a ghoddam hobby, anyway,

~~ larjorie Swmith

This is as good a place as any to mention that the artists who h:ve illustrated
the rest of this issue would also like some specific criticism, It's not all
that difficult to go beyond thc 'liked' - 'disliked' stage ond give an artist
some real encouragement for all the time and effort he's put into his work,
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THE MAGIC MAKER
Recently & prezt deal of intcrest has been shown in the
work of the .mericon scicrnce fantesy writer Cordwainer
Saith, lMeny things have been written and szid about him,
some remexkebly wild, ke kborcock has sald that he is
one of the few science Tiction writers really worth
reading, vhile Terry Jeeves has stated rether sgiresiv-
ely that his work is sloshr end sick meking. Baoth

An aporeciation of Cordwainer Smith by Peler ¥hite



opinions ere valid insofar 2s they sre sincere, but it mipght be interesting
to attempt some sort of objective criticism of Swith as 2 writer, and to mske
s brief analysis of his work,

In » short introduction to his collection of stories "You Will UVever
Be The Same" Smith wrote:

"Bveryone is e Lesr, an Othello, a Desdemona, c. Prospero,
3 Caliken - wore wonderful than a moon rocket, more
comolicated then =n H-bomb, more complicated than a
tropicel hurricsne, It is the job of the writer to seize
the wonders and let the recder see Mankind within himself, ™

This is certainly o magnificent sentiment, and one all too rare in
science fiction, But in fact this is not what Swith, even at his best,
achieves, .nd his work shows little interncl evidence that he hes even
sttempted to "let the reader see Fankind within himself®, Thecrere Sturgeon
is surely the only sf writer who has consistcatly ~ttuipsel $.in, nd
when Sturpeon brings it of ff successfully, as in his brilliant cynical
novel "Sowe of Your Blooc", it is by sc¢izing the horrors rather than the
worders, Nor does Swith cherscterise like Shakespeare, In his work there
zre no Lears, Othellos, Desdemonzs, Prosperos or Czlivans, There are no
people, There is no kankird,

In fact, Swith is z myta-meker, and the primary appeal of his work is
to the . weonscious mind, He crestes = series of symbolic images that zppeal
subconsciously, ané only in a very superficial sense can Smith %e said to
tell a story in his worlk, This sywvolisii. can be detected not only by ibs
effect on us, bubt because the narrative progresses from iwege to iwmage in a
series of irrationsl associations orly thinly covered by the plot line,

Suweh irrationsl associations oc ur vhenever there is unconscious symbolism,
but in the larxpe body of what one mipght c2ll "ythological sf" they are
obscured by systems of pseudo-scientific conventions, Thus in much sf the
real material is weslkened by tne conventions, Swith's strength is his
refusal to zllow this dilution, -~lthough his imeges lack the tremendous
psychologicel power of Ballerd's, for example, they azre stimulating and
enjoyable, sné it would seem artisticelly valié to create them, One cannot
help noticing thot, althourh Smith does not deliterately exvress sny
philosophy, the genersl feeling of his viork supgests that he is right wing
2nd ultira conservative.

Smith has been compeored with Ray Pradhury, and in sowe ways the two
writers are rether alike, Poth tend tc support their mytho-poetry by
evolcding nostelgiz, usually o nostalgi:z: of childhood. Rut even in his horror
stories Bradbury's imagery is often rzther cosy; childhood nostalgia of warm
suwmer nishts, autun lesves, spring morning rowps with the dog, warm fire-
sides and waimz's cosy old knee, 3Snith's imagery is both warm and lonely,
bittersweet, Romantic in the true sense, Here is the opening passage from
Swith's "The Purning of the Zrzin”:

"I tell you, it is sad, it is more than sad, it is fearful -
for it is a drezdful thing to go into the Up-and-Out, to fly
without flying, to move between the stars as a moth may drift
enong, the leaves on a sumwer night."



In the imzge of the drifting moth, cosy memories of security and peaceful
sumner nights and chilly undertones of garkness, solitude end mystery, come
topether n8 & clash of symbols,

But, unlike 2ruzdbury, OGwith is a very controlled writer., HHe uses very
Little imepery in the actuzl prose, relying on tne emotionel povwier of the scen
end images he creates witnin the narretive, He holds himself in check, Brad-
vury of'ten loses control completely, his prose becomes wild and sodden with
imapges., He becomes a torrid drunwer creshine awey on tis emotioncl percuss-
ion, 3Zradbury thu ps ouc terror znd hete, horror znd exxtasy., Swith, nore
awere of his own limitations, deals with unesse and dislike, dJdistaste znd
happiness; 2 cuieter and altogether more effective music,

In pessing it is interesting to rmote thet Swith has a liking for
hyphenstes like Up-ané-Out and rothinp-zit-:11, This clearly shows the
influence of John Cowper Powys, o writer of foiry tales at onceg wore adult
and lessg suitable for grovm ups thon those of Smith,

Smith and Bradbury share one amnoyine feault; they both 2llow lyricism
to turn into sowr seutimentality, Teke os sn exammle the maudlin ending of
“"The Ballad of Tost C'liell":

"T am dying, I wuct know. Did she love me?!

'She went on without you, so much 7id she love you,
She let you go, for yowr sale, not for hers. S3he
rezlly loved you, [o e than death, lkore than life,
You will never be zpart,'

'Tever avart?'

'Not, not in the memory of man,' szid the voice, and
wss then still,

Jestacost lay back on his pillow and waited for the
dey to end, "

Maudlin elements aside, it is Cordwziner Swith's vrose style that wakes his
stories so delightful., His diction is attractively eccentric, far from the
contrived archaicisw favoured by ssveral Svord sn¢ Sorcery writers, Within
its rather swall liwmits, his use of words is good., He has & fine, unusual
end exciting rhythm, 2nd occasionally, very occasigna_'u_‘x, his langusge
contains all the subtleties of the very best ’ryt" =




The worlds Swmith creztes hove 2 strange nizhtmare guality, & teeming
world of meovle, little more than puppets, is overseen by the all-powerful
Instrumentzlity ~ 2 cross between Bis BErother znd God, as cryptic and remote
as Kefka's Cestle. £nimal men, the homunculi, inhebit the Dovmdegp~downdeep,

orkine in the under-roun® fant .. The relzationship between men and

homurculus is uncertain; the homunculi sre treated as inferiors end yet ere
often mental and vhysical sweriors, The true men sometimes seem the lords
of creation, sometimes mere pavms in the cosmic same of Instrunentality, The
Lords of the Instrumentality seem sometimes amorsl bureawrsts, sometimes
distant gods of fate who's very existanco is guesbicn:ble, The Instrumental-
ity controls everytning, even one's memories are altered according to its
viishes, and yet the hope and the fear is that the Instrumentality controls
rothing, that veovle are free and lost., Thus the objects in Smith's fantas-
ies ere of uncertain identity, they assume the roles of their opjosites, black
nes simultaneously become white, This is the dream logic of the best fentasy.

Their minds slways helf controlled by the Instrumentelity, Smith's
charscters wender taroush these zones of terrifying ambipuity, funbling veinly
sfter concepts they only half verceive., In "Alphe Repphs Boulevard" the
Instrumentality hes reintroduced the uncertezinties of chance into the world,
and yet there is the suspicion that it still retains its control of each
individual 1ife, The hero searches for an answer smong horrors he cannot
comprehend:

‘& welkway littered with white objects, knobs and rois
23d imperfectly formed balls about the size of my head.

Virginis stood beside me silent,

Lbout the size of my head? I kicked one of the objects
aside and then knew, kmew for sure, what it was, It was
people. The inside parts, I had never seen such things
before, .md that, that on the ground, must hzve once been
2 hend, There were hundreds of such things zlong the vall,

"Come Virginia," szid I, keeping my voice even, and my
thoughts hidden,

She followed without saying 2 word, She was curious ebout
the things on the ground, but she did not seem to recognise
them. ..

"Paul," she szid, "isn't that o wan's coat ou the ground
smong those fumy things?"

Once I had seen en :ncient X-Ray in the museum, so I
knew that the coat still surrounded that materiel that had
provided the inner structure of the mas, There was no
bsll there, sc I was cuite sure he was dead, How could that
hzve heppened in the old days? Yhy Gid the Instrumentality
let it hoppen? But then, the Instrumentality had always
forbidden this side of the tower, Perhaps the violators
had met their ovn punishment in some way I could not
fathom, !

This story with its powerful overtones of the Fzll, rebirth and lost imnocence,
is fer and away the best Smith has written, and shows just what he is capable

of



The myth-meking ertist, such as Smith or Thomzs Burnett Swann, is
primsrily = megicicn, Jflbhouoh he mzy exercise inftellectual control over his
material, he relies on intuitive technicues, on en uncens:i u creztivity,
His method is magical, Too much thought is thercfore as dsngerous as too
little and has the sffect of desiroyine the magic., In several stories Smith
is too aware of what he is doing, «nd caxmot resist supercharsing his images
with symbolic cliches. Trying too hard to be symbolic he becomes too
symbolic to be true, The self consciousness hes destroyed the spontzncous
wagic, In "A Planet Called Shayoll" he comes very close to doins this, though
here the mezic is so strong no smount of empiricism can destroy it,

2t times whimsy &lso becomes zn obstrusive element in Smith's work,
In "Mark E1f", for example, it is exciting to iwegine =z world where a brown
cear is telepathic and can converse with a huwan, but when a bezr resches into
a leether bag and fits spectecles “slowly and carefully in fromt =f is tined
old eyes" we return to Little Red Riding Hood - lurch into the nursery. This
whimsy is only part of & cenerel mock innocence that pervades Smith's work,
Sometimes the lenruare is falsely childlike, and often even the wethod of
storytelling sffects naivety:

‘Wlhen he awoke on this particular morning, he hed no
ides that o beautiful girl wess sbout to fall hopelessly
in Jove with him - that he would find after z hundred
or more yesrs exveriernce in sovermment, snother goverrment
on earth just zs strone ena zlmost as ancient as his owm -
that he would willingly fling himself into conspiracy znd
danger for =z cause he only helf understood. .31l these were
mercifully hidden from him by time,,...'

Perhaps vart of the attrsction of Swith's work is the blend of z2dult nisht-
nere sand nuwrsery sentiment ond innocerce, But the blend should be so
delicete it is herdly noticed., It is wore snnoying than endearine vhen child-
ish elements sre &s rew 2nd rowscous w2 2 tin drws oo Dovey oo ioElL,

For £11 his feults Smith is gencr:1ly e successful writer, snd, though
£11diss beats hiw on his ovm ground in "01d Hundreth" and "i Xind of ..rtistxy",
that is wore thon czn be said for wost science fiction writers, Summing up,
one could say that Smith was good, and very cood in psrts,

-- Peter White

Your camels will stay
Xoung, yital & alert
I YOU
feed them on new, improved

'rloxo!!'
the new "OXO" is cleaner
zng thet weans -
whiter
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GERM
OF
WISDEN

by Joihn Berry
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imerican fenn Burnett R, Toskey hes been a2 friend of mine for years, I wet him
first of all at the 1959 VorldCon in Detroit, elthouch we'd been in S.PS before
that, 1In July and ‘ugust 1964 he did a 6000 mile long tour of the British
Isles znd the Republic of Ireland, For three weeks of his vacation he steyed
in or near Belfast, enjoying weny adventures with the members of Irish fandom,
sdventuwres which I've enscribed for posterity in a numrber of fanzines,

One of the events I've so far refrained from writing about concerns a
very Erglish sport with which .mericsans aren't ususlly essociated. ZETefore
giving the gory deteils it is necessary to put you in the picture recerding
Toskey. He is one of the more intellectusl of fans, he is a Professor of
Mathematics, a Doctor of Philosophy znd hes smassed a number of derrees. His
main hobbies asre classic:=l music, flors, collecting rejection slips from science
fiction editors aud publishine various theses proving that you can do 21l sorts ~
of complicated things with cosines,

We had Just listened to Brzhms' Pirst Symphony, and I saw the sun
shining br*ahtly outside, Vhen the sun evpears in Belfast there's usuzlly
sometning in the evening paspers sbout a white hot globe seen over the city
for several minutes, So I decided to teach Toskey to play cricket,..reasoning
thet = brain such as his woulC probably discover what's virong with the pame,

He professed an intecrest in lesrnin about the game when I to1d him
aow complicated it was,

We stood on the lawn at the back of my house looking up at the sen,

t wes the first time I'd ever seen it in July. I explzined to Toskey that
the first thing we needed was e team, and I sent my two children on safari for
pctential players. In ten minutes we hsd the nuwleus of two really cracking
teems, I csptained one, Toskey the other, line included my wife, two of my



proteges, Terry and Ricky, both aged ten, a little boy aged three who'd just
lcerned to do without his nepoies (a premature conclusion on the part of his
perents) end a little girl whom no one hed ever seen before or since, Tosk's
tezm, ¢ little wmore professional, inciuded my son Colin, one of his friends
vwho wore soectacles with glesses like the ends of beer bottles, two of my
daughters little zirl friends and my brotherin-law, Terry, who is six feet
$211 2nd vleys cricket every night of the week.

The only thing which cramped our styles was the sm:llness of the
pitch, I mean, my gerden isn't really that big, about fif'teen feet square, The
wicket was the working part of on 0ld ironing boerd held up by = brown ot
2t an angle of 45 degrees, The bat I wmade myself out of a piece of woodworm-
titten door, althoush I was rather pleuased with the handle which hardly left
eny splinters at «ll @s long os you didn't get too enthusiastic.

I had to be pretty stringent about the rules, You wore wmost defintitely
out if the ball went into someone elses gerden. There was no need to enforce
this rule, 'That mon' at the gerden which 4. j-in dne ¢ e v znd ncxr  tne
sounds of precricket limbering up, ond btook nis stence «t the hedge, dering
someone to knock z ball over his hedge, I murmurzd loudy to Terry about
'Zrofessor Toskey' but the man didn't seem too ilwpressed.

Toskey's teamn betted first, He put the beer-bottle-eyed pliyer in
first, which ¥zs a very astute thing to do, because the unfortunate youth had
never plsyed cricket before, snd sctu lly took his stance behind the ironing
boerd, He hrd presumed we were using s hord ball, I tuld Toskey that we
res)ly should use one, and he wos all for tearing awey into town in bis Idni
ang buying one, but I mansged to restrein him, Bottle-eye wes out first ball,
as Tostey seemed to envisage, saying he wes going to 1ull us into & false
seunse of superiority, The two little girls were out without hitting the bucket,
Coh, I forgot, e hzd two buckets, one upturned, one face dovm, If the ball
went into the bucket you got ten runs, if it werely hit the bucket you got five,

Terry, my brother in law ceme in, I put myself on to bowl, because
Terry is reslly good, He soon rzn wn a score of seven buckets (or, if you're

therzs, although I nearly dropped it when the beck of my hand hit the rim of the
bucket,

Then Toskey cewe in, The neigabours, who had heard s loud imerican
voice shouting 'HFIZ T?' ofter every b»:1l. nov ilined the fence two deep, and
even the chap who swiped the ball when he got the chance seemed engrossed in
Toskey's stance. He held the bat, as you csn imagine, like a baseball bat,

I used spin, There is & big brown paich at one end of the lown, at
which I'd strategicelly pleced the ironiapg board, ly first ball was slow, but
os it hit the hard soil it swung shorply., Tosikey wmissed with his vicious swipe,
1@ knocked the wicket over,

“If you hit the ironing board, you're out,” I said firmly, Toskey
pointed out thet he didn't know this and because I'u & very spor ing
type I geve him another go, This time I didn't spia, but Toskey's
intcllect had swiftly considered the law of averages and concluded thet it
wzs going to spin, The resulting debacle cannot be zdecustely conveyed by



mere words, I don't think he meant to let go of the bat, I mean, rezlly he
couldn't hzve because I'd been = verfect host. I zctually felt it sweep
seross my heir as I ducked,

I immediately put Ricky on to bowl snd he soon ceused Toskey to «¢ive an
easy cabch, I wes modest there, it was rezlly o damn difficult catch beczuse
I hed to avoid the bat a2t the same time, The b:z1ll hit me in the pit of the
stomach like a bullet and cauznt in my sbirt as I fell, I was throwins up
in the bathroom vhilst Colin wes batting, He rot cxiother fouwy Pud/éfy twenty
runs, mekine 2 totel of 55, whnich I wes confident my team could beat,

Toskey put Terry om to bowl, bip Terry thet is. He was bowling to bis
sister, and up till then I had zlways believed the o0ld adage that blood is
thicker than water, iy wife had to leave the pitch auyway to attend to the

little nipper who was supposed to be zble to do without his neppies.

Toskey now came on to bowl, Jeeze, he was fast. He sort of curled
himself into a2 ball ond let fly, Iiv pleyers ~uickly departed from the crecse
and that left we lagt wen in with no score,

I rapidly saw a new Toskey. Gone was the warm hunow, the cereless but
xnovledgeahle viave of the hand s he discussed the lencth of one of iMehler's
symphonies, His face was now 2 wask of pure hatred, intent oniy on vrecipit-
ating the worn tennis ball with all his strength in the direction of the ironing
board, His bowling wes so vicious thet he couldh't even bribe my son to do
wicket keever, £ hush hed descended won the crowd, but slowly I amessed a
crediteble score of buchets, I didn't put this dowvm so much to my superb
technmicue es to self preservation., T took up the rather unorthodox stance
crouching down on my hends and lmees behind my bat, and peering, one eye each
side of the handle, pushing the bat towards the hornet 1like wissile
eppronching me at speed,

It had now become & personal thing., £11 esprit de corps hzd venisued,
To lonper did I powr egoboo on Tostey, I was merely intent upon wiuning the
match, which had be ome «n obsession with me, Finally I was out., I told
Toskey that I hed been pleving cricket for 25 years znd there was no such
thing cs 'hicad before wicket', but he was adament, Then I remeubered thsat
I was the host end he was the visitor, so I forced a saile wnder the sticking
plaster,

I Gon't think 1l that much of Toskey's intellipence, though, -
cowle of days alter, vie were vatching the Pourth Test listch between
sustralia and England on TV, Toskey wstched the screen for = few wmoments,
&nd then as Dexter nit e proud four to the boundary, he turned to we and
asked, "Where are the buckets?"

-~ John Berry 196

Read "HEYO:SDY
The fenzine with "the blue horizon"
You too can lose you illusions before
most puople are 0ld enough to have zny,
"BPSYOND" will send you ~ Reyond ,
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The Unpleasant Profession of Jonsthan Hoss by Robert -, Helnlein, published by
Dennis Dobscn at 18/-

The theme of every other lead story in UFII'OVN was thet of the Universe
bein:, something other then it seems, Hubbard geve us seversl classic variat-
ions on the theme, so did Sturpeon and recently Philip Dick g:ve it new life
in "Time Out of Joint™", but its best treatment came from = men better kmown
for his clinieally precise science fiction,

Heinlein wrote "Hoap" for MIHGN in 1942 undéer = pseudonymn when he
was making o renutation for his own neme in .S, 2nd, like his forzettoble
"Gulf" it seems to be an experiwmnt into a certain style of writing,

"Hoag" is a blending of the light detective fiction of the forties
and the anti-gothic horror cof Unknown, The'detectives are a husband and wife
team straight out of Hemmet's Thin kan 2né one can ruite easily imagine
7i1lizm Powell 2nd kyrn:z Loy in the role of Heinlein's warried sleuths, They
ere consulted by a wmiddle aged noiody called Jonathan Hoeg, :¢n ex-mental
vetient who has no idea of his dsytiwme activitiea since his relesse. ¢
doctor who =nalyses the strenge red substance Hoag finds under his fingernsils
assures him it is not blood, but becomes texrified of Hoag. ilr. 2.9 Mrs,
Rendall, the detectives, con find no trace of the hospital a2t which Hoag
claims to heve been s patient,,.and so on; thne familisr chein that eventually
makes the Lero conclude that he is either med or the world is not what it
appears, A favowrite theme, but Heinlein makes it so believeble by keeping
thepperines! to a winimun 2nd building up to the finzl confrontation cnd
spectzoulir climax in much the same way IIitchcock did in Rear Window., Hein-
lein strangely foreshadows Coctezu's "Orphee" by seven years by heving many
similarities of plot; the no man's land bteyond the wirror where the forces of



evil lie, the removal of the wife's soul and the conclusions which are
effectively the same,

If, in another time treck, "Hoag" wes submitted as an originzsl wmanus-
script to the present editor of FNew Viorlds, it would be blurbed as a literzry
masterpiece with strong sywbolic undertones, But, of course, it isn't, DNo-
body thought so in 1942 - but in 1964 everybody is pleaying the 'hidden meanings'
geme with stories like this, It is quite vossible that at this moment
"literary people' are arguing over its Preudian meanings; the horror lang
beyond the mirror represents the repressed urconscious, it is entered by
the hero thinking he is dreaming 2nd its inhabitants display overtones of
sadism and homosexuality. James Colvin in his recent MV story "The Deep TFix"
attempted something of the kind, The result was interesting but failed
because he couldn't tell his Freud from his Jung,

"Hoag" is a lcng story teking up approximately half of the book. The
following stories show varying degrees of success ond failure in Heinlein's -t
venture into fantasy,

"Phe lzn Who Travelled in Slephants™ is o failure because it attempts
to create » whimsical wood which is both obscure and boring.

"£11l You Zowbies", the best story in the book, is a classic of its kind,
It tells of a men who is his own mother und father via time travel ayd sex
change, & theme which authors of lesser stature than Heinlein wouldn t dore
o write because of the temptation to explore every little paeradox it presents,
This is a pgood exwuiuple of the sf yarn vhich sttrects 'literery people' end
is ideal for playing the hidden meanings geme,

"They™ is one of those sophisticated punch line pot boilers, in which
2 men t.inks the world has been created for his benefit and, of course, it
has -~ you can see that from the first psge. Thisz one falls dovm because of
the wrconvineing psychiatrist who tries to cure the hero's 'peranoia',

"Our Pair City" is = minor picece of Sturgeonesque in which a friendly
whirlwing helps a crusading reporter to clesn wp the town, Good, but incredib- -
ly dated. R

The final story "...=and he built a Crooked Touse" is downright fascin-
ating and had me thinking sbout it for days afterwargs. .n avent garde archit-
ect builds s house which is a straightened tessarect #nd a minor earth tremor
mzkes it collepse into the fourth dimension, The first few pages of the story
give ¢ step by step explanation on the building of a three dimensional
tesserect using modeling clay and match sticks; I'd like to knovwi how many
readers of the story did construct one!

4 Clockwork Oranpe by /‘nthony Burgess, published by Pan at 3/6

“uestion: when is sf not sf? .Jnswer: when it is well writ'en, originsl
end by & writer not generzlly accepted as an sf writer, .nthony Burgess's 4
Clockwork Orange fits nicely into this caterory, vet it hasn't the slightest
chance of being considered for a Hupgo Jward, Why? .1l previous award
winners have been writers swh zs Heinlein and Simac who have evolved vithin



the genre, and nroduced waterial which is uncuestionably sf, lost mainstream
authors ventures into sf have been complete fuilures - Burgess is one of the
exceptions,. in this novel end "The Jartirg Sced."

i Clockwork Orsnge is a completely orisinal novel, the nearest thing
to its theme vreviously being Xit Reed's "Judas Bomb™ in P & SF, It concerns
a young delinguemt, ilex, wno relates thres yeors of his life in the early
21st century., .8 1984 was a forboding of trends of the late forties, this
novels concerns public attitudes to z disturbing probluas of the sixties.

-lex is the leader of a sanpg of young schoolboys whose nighttime
activities consist of assault, robbery and repe amidst the avenues (with names
like .mis . venue) of a rebuilt ¢nd socizlised Iondon, On the woon sc¢ience £nd
technology are exteudineg humen irontiers, but on earth society is diviced into
malchicks(juvenile delincuents) and lewdies (television aédicts.) V'hen one of
his gang wonders whet 1life is like on other plenets, :lex says, "Came, gloopy
bestard zs thou art, Think thou not on them, There'll be life like down here
most likely, with some petting knifed ond others doing the knifing, ™

Bursess has devised an originel forw of slang for .«lex to mouth; "0dé
bits of rhyming slart, A bit of gyosy tulk, too, But most of the roots
tre Slsv, propegsanda and subliminal penetrztion” one of the State pswhiet-
rists observes,

slex's friends betrey him to the willicents (police) and he is sent to
one of the Stajas (orisons), where, after a year, he is selected for a rehab-
ilitation vrocess beccuse space is urpgently recuired for politicezl prisoners,
The treatment is seversl cuts in reaiism above thot given to Winston Smith,
+lex is shown movies of the sort of activities he used to engage in and at
the same time given injections to wake him violently sick - a system not
unlike that given to present day slcoholics sand homosexuals, Jlex euerges
from the treetment 'cured’', but he is now the clockwork orange of the title;
an unthinking fruit on e tree rezdy to be wound up and switched off 2t the
pleasure of the State. lNMot onlv does he become violently sick at the t ought
of violence but also when he tries to recapture his love of classical wusic
(his bsloved Ludvig von being used as background music to the conditioning
movies)., The artistic ss well zs the violent .lex hes been killed, In this
condition he falls prey to his previous victims zgzinst *miom he is unzble to
defend himself and becomes the pawn of a group of subversives who intend to
over-throw the State which is drifting into totalitarianism. .lex makes an
abortive attempt at suicide and ends wp i the hands of the State which in
turn mzkes him its pavwm,

I vion't revesl the unusuully upbeat ending of the novel and this
unfortunate 'y prevents me frow wontisnin wwhit Burgess considers to be the
snswer tc the so~colled problem of youth,

On one level the novel is a dsmuing satire on the crockpot ideas of
dealing with juverile delinguency, both the 'cane 'em' and 'psychoanalyse ‘em'
schools, and on another is a fairly accurzte prediction of whet socisl life
on Barth could be like while Clarke and Heinlein's spacemen are exvloring
the solar systenm,

-~ Ettierme Leon Paul
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Duve sugrested I write this trip revort as a restue to show there were 'no
herd feelinzs', I sug ested that he ni-ht confirm this by writing me an
erticle - but he smiled inscrutzbly behind his beard sznd claimed illiteracy,
(Dove Hele is not only persussive, he's subtlel)

Of course, the main reecson for writins this wes not Dave, but was 2z
lust for personcl sctisfaction, Personally I hate trip reports -~ especieally
fmerican trip redorts, beczuse they're much longser - but they are amusing to
write, I just pity cny mue who wastes his time readins this one.

P T

Ron 3ennett
Colin Precuan
Roy oy

Yornan Shorrocl
Bddie Jone

Dove Lz le

noggic Yhoupson
end Beryl Henley

BN, LINED

I also niet Jin ngland!

Yhen I met Ron Bermett end his wife Liz, it was a bright, hot Tuesday
efternoon in Harrogete, I clutched my wallet We ily with one hand and saock
hands with Ron with the other, but at that time there were no packs of cards
in sight, Insteed he brousht out seversl piles of o0ld fanzines for sale, ind
for the whole of the tiwe I was there, there were zalways more old fanzines to
wade through, It wes a wmind- bro‘denlrc ond inspiring experience that filled
me with fandom shatteriung ideas about publishing that should be done; but
Tuckily I heve now forpotten most of thew ard vrith luek after s few wore days
I will be safely beck in a sercon state of spathy azein,

Besides fanzines I read THE TNCHAVTHED DUPLIC. TCR, axd in spite of
what everybody sevs sbout its belng excellent it really is excellent. Though
it should never be read by a fzn of less than six months' standing, (In fact
I shouldn't hsve seen it myself, )

Soeme time beck I unearthed a copy of Colin Freemen's fanzine SCRIBELE
which is remarkacle in that it was the first fenzine I ever saw that made me
lengh out loud, =2nd during the second day of my Harrozate visit I was



actually able to visit Colin Jreemsn, (I also lost some monev to him a2t Brag,
but Ron did too, which was 2 oreat comvensztion.) In his inimitable fun-loving
woy, Ron wouldn't sav who I was, and it was lotsa laff's watchine Colin puessing,
trving to identifv me, FEven after we hzd broken down and confessed that I was
Chrrles Plett, he still didn't know who I was. (“"You're one of the Brummie
crowd, then?": But I forgsve him for not knowing me ond we hed cuite an
interesting conversation tosether.

That evening, sfter .-ushing off to see a criclket match that was Too
Good To idss, Ron ¢rve me orecise det ils on how to hitch-hike to Tiverpool,
and the next morrin~ we all walked off tosmether, he and TLiz teking the baby
zlong to be circwlized.

Followinge hi's directions I left thewm 2nd wes soon thumbingz busily,
under the shadow of the gasworks. . Livervool bzallroow owner in ¢. :ini-Cooper
vicked me wp, ss5 we grew near his home tovn he grew wore 2nd more frontic, znd
in fact successfully nroved that on Britain's infamous three lane roads there
is room for a lini to oass another cer, without hitting two trucks coming
side by side in the opvosite direction,

Having left the sheep infested blesk Yorkshire grasses, we finslly
recached the vorld's Beat keccs (z‘t zny rate in 1961'4.} and for me it was 2 case
of love at first sight, True, Liverpool mzkes = passive p.riner, but on the
strenpth of lcoks alone I vouid be h poy to ley with her, We érove psast slums
overshedowed by towering blocks of flets, with the occasionzl glimmse of the
enchenting swrreelism of 2 solitary bleck semi-Gebatcned unit standine
wiscathced emidst 2 flzttened wasteland where once lines of such buildincs h:ud
stood, I heve no idea why Liverpool should be actrzctive; but its force is
such that even the uniauspired wonotony of contemporary sxrchitecture c:mnnot
suporess it,

I took o bus to the .ersey end crossed said river to Pirkenhesd, where
I met 2oy "oy, Teter that evening, »fter I had drooped o few friendly hints,
Roy xindly offered o let we reside on his sitting room floor for two nichts,
e thick hesrthrug insuloting me from the icy Birkenhesd draughts,

Ity second dny in Tdverpool was mrrlzed by £ visit to the Tiverpool £ tamp
Compeny, where I met the vroprietor, Iorm u Shorrock%, Ve hadn't reslly met
properly previously so he woo 2 Little t-ken aback to see me, snd owr convera
sation wes petehy, in between vione cclls from other Tiverpool Group Frns,
Thoughtfully Tormen srrenged = conveaient time znd pl-ce, and shortly
cferwards I wet Eddie Jones, “e went off to lunch torether, pessing the
femed Cavern. Sounds of the nid-dey beat session wingled with the quaint
lensuapge of men unloading lorries in the filthy street outside, fzusing oaly
to make a suell sacrifice in front of the Cavern entrance, vwe loczted a
Mmoy Bar, (Ve buwmped into PIF. Tibrarisn &nd vart-time funny wzn Joe Nevin
on the way, but as he wsde :n uafavour:zble comwent on my beard E refuse to
give him 2 proper mention in this report, )

After ¢« lunch as only .r., “impy can meke ther, we visited the Liver-
pool Grouwn's Clubroom, It was strancely touching to stond in 2 room thet
s seen so much zctivity in the past, :nd I signed my nzme on the wall with
the other signatures vita 2 touwch of pride. Soon after umy visit, I wes told,
the room rent wes to be doubled; but they vwould rescin there nouneticless as
the clubroom was one of the few rewesining forces keeping LiG tocether,



The next day I set off towsrds Stourbrigge and Deve Hale. I know now

that everyone stands et the exit of the .ersey Tunnel, but in my naivety I
took a bus aboul three miles out of Birkenhead; znd even then counted
three hundred hard hearted Northern drivers who vassed me, sneering irom
within the womb~1like security of their venicles, ond didn't ston, In
despeir I travelled three more miles by bus, and got out into the widdle of a
thunderstorn., . fter half zn hour I got the first of some short 1lifts, event-
uelly being picked up by & maniac in a ‘orris 1100, who carried me and a
German hitchhiker into Wolverh:moton. The German was obviously disturbed at
the way the car was driven; the maniac vore dark glasses and peered through
his greasy rain smegred windscreen like a blinded owl, sometimes seeing other
cars, sometimes not, He preferred thjyd gear to top and changed into it
whenever he went slower then 50 moh, Every stretch of rosd was a2 challenge,
The car doors didn't shut properly becouse of a prong he'd been in last
week, and the way his girlfriend was slobbering over him (T gathered they'd

A enjoved a fortnight living in sin wp lorth) I was sure we'd be having snother
preng this week,

But we reeched Volverhimoton all right, here I left my Gerwan friend,
He was totally lost, didn't know where he wes, didn't even know wnere he
wanted to go, I taugnt him to say "Bsso lap" snd descried where he could
buy one, then grebbed a. passing 1idlend Red Bus, leaving him wmuttering to
himself, staring through wisty glasses.

.bout 2 querter of am hour later
I was informed by 2 sign at the side of the
road that we were spprosching XKingswinford,
Hastily snetching out my 211 purpose
address book, I coufirvsd my suspicion that
Jim England, famed orgeniser of the
British jimateur Scientific Research
~ssociztion (61 members strong), wember
of the BOP: for three years and insuff-
errble VECTR letterhack lived nearby,
Hurriedly I fell off the bus ¢nd hauled
my bzggoge through the intense humidity
of the endless suburbs to ¥r. Englend's
front door.

Over an egg and chips lurch that
his wife thoughtfully cooked we after T
hed mentioned that I was starving, we
enjoyed zn interesting conversation that
was broken occasionslly when he hurried
into the kitchen to check on the progress
of » simmering besker of copper sulphete
solution, (He was demonstreting cryst-
alisotion to his youny daughter,) Our
telk wus enlivened by the fact that ix,
Engl:id was under the impression that my
wme was Peter Vhite, ‘e tslked about
Cherles Platt ~ his egotism, his bipg-~
headedness, his stupidity, "You'a




her¢ly think he wes only 19, the viey he cerries on," said 30-odd-years old
wr., England, Sadly I was forced to zpree with him,

.fter luxh he gave me a 1ift in a rriher worn sorris idinor to the
bus stop., I didn't hzve the heart to disillusicn him rerarding ny identity
end so heve now the sutisfaction of heving leid the founcdation for a lasting
friendsuip between Jim Englind c1d Peter White,

I reng Dave Hrle 2t his fizicee ieagpgie's nouse when I got to Stour-
bridre Bus Denot. "You've just got to “‘olverhrmnton?™ he csked hopefully,
"0h, vou maneged to resch Stourbridge, dié vou? Well, never mind, ILook,
don't try to go amywiere, stay where you cre, we'll come a2nd find you." The
suspicions that this sentence gove rise to in me were confirmed throughout
the rest of my stey in Stowrbridge, during which pericd T wes continuelly
lost, I not only founé it inpossible to follow the routes we took, I became
totelly disorienteted, Tven the sun got wixed up ¢nd sterted setiting in the

rth, rising in the " est the next day.

30, I met Deve Hole = obove oll, mysterious. I couldn't reelly
decide whether he wes an introve-ted extrovert or zn extroverted introvert,
-fter tea, we sat, weiting, Deve welked out twice on unexnleined errends, I
had no idea why we hod to welt, or what we were woitin: S:r, but ‘apsic scuwcd
to know and I felt it would be an admission of gross naivety to break dovm cnd
ask. “hen we eventuolly left I lmew that the weit hrdn't been in vein end
that Time Hod Come, ..nd vhen a pud sppeared on the horizon I realised that
in fzot Opening Tiwme Hed Come.

brgoie #nd Dave forced me into welking five miles to a pub they
snecially recoumendced on thv trsis of acveor hevirg booon. It wes pretty
awlyl I hate modern pubs, hat sort of person was it, 1 wondered later,
who could so dooinate my will that I welked five m:les on flat feet in disint-
egre bing shoes to satisfv his whims? 'het sort of pirson was it who could
comrend such awe from lesser fens; such as :ick the Deard { EBruwie fon
named lichael who has a beard), w.ho said "Thenk You™ on being sllowed to
shcke Deve Hale's hend? . nd, T ask you, what sort of & person is it thut can
reach his right crwm behind his neck, rouné¢ under his cb:Ln, znd scretceh bis
rizht ear? Dave Hzle's thumb slso has three joints, He is uot of this world
et all,
1
2t least Dove warned me thet Jiw Tvirmwood hed slept in my bHed only a
week vreviously., (™24 he, lnowing of wy forthcoming visit, chosen thet bed
deliberately?) TPorevrrned, I wes cble to shred o hindy copy of Z ITH into
its compoment pares, and muttering spells, I senk into the cortsminated sheets
afely insulated from heam, Soon I siipped into an uncesy sle.p, troubled
by occasional niphtmzres sbout bloodshot fen:lyticzl eves.

The next mornine Dive end lagsie took we on snother walk (there were
buses, but they enjoved we tcmnr- me suuer\ to the best vlece to hitch from
for Redditeh, I still didn't know wherc I was, cud L didn't believe edditch
vies where they said it was, I nrvigated bling, relving entirely on the direct-
ions of drivers who gave we 1ifts, until an hour later I mirzculously found
myself on the doorstep of 59 The ‘errnings, Crsbbs Cross, rRedditch. I met
Beryl Henley at thc door, zccompenied by huibend end two offspring. It seems



like it wes only yesterday. Comc to think of it, it was only yesterday.
Luckily one of the offsprinc didn't want his Sunday dinner, so I was able
to step in and stop it being wested,

Through the vlesssnt afterrnoon we tzlked, T dried dishes amd cut the
bottoms of ff flatbed stencils while Beryl nattered, She almest convinczd me
that ner theories resarding reincernstion and scientolocy were Ultimuzte Truth,
5 she hed do'e once before, I read¢ two  arvel comics, we he 1f wetched a
lousy tv pley «d Bervl showed me where her Zewnith book reviews had teen
zmended., Soon I wes slivping inte a feeling of cazlm, relaxed well-beings that
alveys descends when I visit Beryl's house. The afterncon and the night end
the followine merning hurried vast me, too fast, znd before I knew it L hzd
lef't the house where Frenk Rnussell and Ron Hubbaré sre cods whose supreuacy is
only chellenged by Ray Er.dbwry...end I was on the road to Tewkesbury.

When I arrived I czlled &t the residence of Graham Hall end it was
there that I didn't weet Craheam Hell, (master of the axrt of not ouly losing
friends, but ensuring he doesn't weke any hy misteke, . rare gift.) lor
did I meet his friend Dick stone-cge Richerdson. =« note Grzham had pirned
to his front door told me that filasncial difficulties had prevented him cowing
back from nis holidey., It was 21l very mysterious,

Dizillusicued and depressed (I had been looking fowerd to getting
drunk thet evening) I wrote 2 posteerd to .rchie hercer sayine I wouldn't
be weeting him the next dey at Bristol, and hitched as fest as I could back
to Letchworth, covering the 102 wmiles of deserted lanes in just over 27 hours,

—— Charles Platt

The lomliest Bur Eyed ronster on .ars was an avid listener to Children's
Howr, It c£lso liked clessiccl music, westerns and scieice fiction,
Unfortunately, it tad only a very liuited collection of tapes salveged
irom the wreek of an esrly sxpedition frum Eerth end the recciver it hed
peinfully pieced togetner out of the wreckege of the expedition ship cculd
pick up only the most poverful of Eerth trensmissions. The creature's
edwation, therefore, was very limited.

The BEL was bored and depressed, 1t hed read and reread 11 the
bock *)ca.pes until it knew their contents cff by hearts (of which it had
three).



"I'm getting o0ld," it reflected, sadly, for indeed, it was at least
five hundred vecrs 0ld, Its youth wes far too distant for it to remewber
21l the stages it had evolved throush belore i1t became Tars' most molignant
beastie, The Bli's wost unicue festurs was its ability to imitate any
life form =znd maintoin the faccde for en indefinite veriod, This
attribute could be used to meke itself more horrible to the beholder by
merely assuming the shane of the worst unonster lurking in the unconscious,
The BEil was wonosexusl, snd for this was punished by an unbeorable lonlie
ness, Thal vz until it found the rerm of «n idea in a tape book. .n
idea begzan to ¢prem in one of its breins,

"The time hes come,™ it thouzht, "for me to fulfill the destiny of
1]l BELB of scieige fiction,”

So seyving, it set off to the Earth colouy to find a girl,
R =

Celeste Chaste, though blond and beautiful, was not the classic
sf heroine, She was shy and intelligent, hiding her imver sensitivity by
ccts of tomboyish toughness which mede her unrpvroachable even to the
hendsome troubleshiooter Pztrick Xerans (who didn't like women cnywey).
Their mutual dislike wes ¢ focus for do-pooders to get them together, .nd
this was vhy they were sent out together on = plhotgrophic survey of the
territory nortih of laxrs Bese,

After a four dey troup and two day descent of the polar cap foothills
bo & cawp in a swall pressurised cave, Celeste had lived up to her nowe,

They were resting while Patrick sdjusted nis camera, Suddenly
they heard 2 bloodcurdling growl, and turning, found themselves face to
frce with the wost hideous BRI in the whole of lertiin history, Celeste
funbled nopelessly for her blester, forgetting that she hed left it at the
fzr side of the csve, The BEIl s1id over end cornered her,

She was trapped.

Patrick reached for his camers with lighining speed., This wes a
shot he could not afford to niss. "Girl torn to shreds by BEi," he
visualised, "Whst a scoop!"

The BEii stopped its advance ond becamse puzsled, '"nat was the
male doing? Thr EEilwas r.ady to die for the grect sf cause at the hands
of an earthling prctecting his beloved, Celeste wss also puzzled; she
did not expect much of Patrick, but at = time like tuis,..Psbric* was
the most puzzled of all, why wasn't the BEL getting on with 1it?

The ZEil was touched; the girl desperately necded help which the
men would not give, In disgust it killed Peotrick with one slimy oozing
tentacle and turned into the blue print of the ideal man Celeste had always
longed for,

The girl and BEM lived happily ever after,






It 211 stiarted very cuietly., wcst things do.

You see; German l'ancom wey be well organised in Deutschland,
hut it is neither as vocirerous nor as well advertised as the fon
groups in the United Gtates. 7There is (to the best of my knovledge)
no neriodical wagaszine publication, and especially nct one that devotes
space to fan activities. I mmust hasten to 2dd that there is little
snace devoted to fan activities in United Statcs magazines, but some
does exist in letter columns and an occasionsl reocort that gets
puvlished formally.

As a2 ccnsequence, Germen fandowm is barely knowr to exist,

So our arrival in Frankfurt cw ifain one vear ago vwas not
hedilec with shouts of glee, dancing in the strcets and signs »roc-
leiming, '"C.0.3. Go liome!*

finding ourselves surrounded by Fforeigners, we vrote O. J. 2
Garnell, our man in London, who rcplied that he knew of some science -
fiction fans in Germany, but none in Irankfurt. ‘e also got a brief
note from L. Spragie de Camp, who told us that George Scithers was
abcut to arrive in IFranlfuri. e did, and ve zot togetlier.

But nothing much came of this because of illness, then a
recovery yeriod, and the ne:t thing we knev it weas pring. Yith the
coming of syring, other lov pitched rumblings also began, George
Scithers called one evening andé said that e was gout to airtand a
gethering oi sowe Germen fans and =jould we like to come along. At
tlis clembake, we lecéirned ebout & German Convention that 'as going to
be held somewhere outside l.unich. They aé few details, hut it es
early end we'd be siver decails vhen they were better informed.

There —ere further rvmblings. .. J. Carnell wrote that it was
too late to join the ¥ilm Iestival in Trieste; but if I was interesied,
there was to bc a convention outside junich and Tom Schlueck could
sepnly the details. UWhen llarry Herrison an® femily turned un on their
wey toward something called a Ycawp siter; and said that they wight -~
make this convention, too. -

Finally, Leslyn Campbell arrived for the summer. 'e discovered
that Leslyn, the daughter of Johh ', Cawpbell, had never been to a
science fiction convention in 2ll of her 19 yeears.

Our crrival was frov { uwith peril cnd = collision ith the
languege berrier. The girl ot the Kextz zutovermeitung could not be
mede to understand that my International Iriver's License 'ras valid,
and she was not irclined to rent us a2 ¢or. lNoever, my charm prevailed
and after I »roved that there was indecd 2 Germen trenclation of my
'ew Jersey, USA& license and that I carried an American Ixpress Card,
which wes better identificrtion.

One hour later ve were in larquartstein, 2 village several
I"ilometres south of Lake Chiewsee, wthich lies some 70 kilometres
to the east south east of  unich,



At the edpe o the village, £ wmwountain r-ses sharply, and
clinging to the side of ti:is crog is & rectangulexr »aite edifice.
few detsils can be distinguished from tlie villege, but everybody
Ynows tliis to be Castle nergquaristeis.

Ca tle Liarquortscein is anvrocached along ar unhill inding road
best suited for mountain soats, gazelles and vicuenas. At the end of
t is perilous trail, there is a "latz park contrived on 2 slope that
loads dounvard over the steep side o1 the wountein. Ath some treiidation
ané Iinge:pdil chewving, we pcrked the coyr ad ¢ nvinued along the road,

Yoy, Castle Marquortstein dozs not foce outword over the village.
It foces imrard over the mountain. OUne approaches it over a Tixed
wooder bridge that svans a rocvine or gully that is about Fifteen or
tventy metres wide and possibly thirty metres deep. This ope:ates as
a dry woet, ard one can imagine that the rixed "'ooden hridge was once
a lravhridge. une the castle side werc the usual heavy doors, and
noz8ibiy woom for & »ortcullis; but fthat hed been reuoved,

On possing t rough this arched cntry, one entec:s the courtrard.
“here knights had once naic open court, German fanfom vas assembled on
picnic bencl:ies. 4 dence rloor of considercble dimenisions was in the
nearly firished part ol the construction (nd upon our arrivel wvas being
noisily occupied by o Group of Bavarian wle dancers, and o full
Bavarian orchcstra, This celebration was being put on by the fan group
and extended zs an onen housc for the peownle of iarquartstein.
'his wes friday.

ot long ofter our arrivel, we were introduced to strong drink.

Vurguzz!




The anrals of scierce fiction contein o rumocr of reiferences
10 verious potables. Somec of these have turned up in stories, others
have turned up in féendow'is lingo, but until the Castle Con, no one
really invented & drinl: designed Tor the science fiction ncolote.

I vas shenticel of Vurguzs at iirst because it vas advertised
es 250% alcohol. lavirg tried & goblet, ho ever, I am preparcd to
egree itk tois estimate. Let we extllin hoy this aprarent iwmpossibility
cen be true. +The inventor of Vurguzz iz ‘ranz £ttl, one of the
weinsprings of the Castle Con. lie ¢evised this wmixture vieé the
follo' ing process:

If the upper right point oi the V" is joined +ith a vinculum
or overline euitending'to the right aboue the rest of the word, it forus
the radicely Vurguzz., (¢ il the designator, 250y, is nlaced ahove the
otiier point of the "Vv it becomes a wmathematical symubol that sigrifies
that Vurguzz wust be the 2,0, root., “hat is, the excess is divided
by the sguare root of winusg ont, vhich rotates it 9C degsrees counter-
clockiuise out oi° the real world -- there to reugcin in recoverable
storage until it is required to satisfy the hunan palate,

T'oxr this renarikable achievewment, rarz ittl is to be nede en
hororary member of the Suith issociation for alcoholic lesecarch,

Soucvliere along alout here, there crrivea the end of the first
avenring. Retrieving the ocutowmodlile vas o bit of an adventure and a
challenge, but ve won. at least, wher Szturday worring dewvned bright
oné clear, we were all alive vith the usuel number of arms and legs, and
outside of ou. liotel, the automobile vas in unscretched con’ition. ¢
can thereiore assume that our course down the moun:azin vas vie the
-inding rosd end not backiards deown the slope out of the perk platz.

Upon S.turcday morning se discovered vhy there zre ro good
pictures of Castle liorquartsiein. f%he castlc is ir shadowr from its
owrn mourtain. 48 & consecuence, e took ro pictures.

Soturday worring vas shent in o merry wixture of fans in the
castle courtyard. There were discussions in Cermar and .nglish, there
was beer to waintain the fl ¢ of conversation onéd there wvere o counle
ol Tormel convention sessions inside the castle. As the nlace was in
the process of being converted into a hotel, the kitchens ifere nrevared
to serve us lunch provided ‘e 211l anted beef stew with noodles.

after lunch there was more of the sene conversa. ion anrnd beer.
“here vere arrivals frow IDritoin. | rchie lercer turred up:; there was
a crev frow lLiverwool and sowe misgviced chorecter adfressed me as
i Herrison," because he'd heard thet .orry oi:ht wole it. Satuvrdey
wvas the evening of the usuzl Con farcy dress ball.

smericen IMandow car learn & thing or two here. Mirsi, there is
noihirg like the ornate walls of & herndpainted rand Dellroom of aon
ancient cestle - comvlete with balcony and 2 forual stairceses for crand



entrences - to hold an sf masquerade ball., JSccond, the orchesira was a
professionel cuertet of fans vwho dressed in costume and joined the
festivities

Larly ir these Hroceedings, the reputation thet I have been
tr ing to live dour refusced to go avay. I was anproesched 1th thce
guestion, “George, you probably kno lho to cyu iireworks, can you help
us?" ith some misgivings, bhut 1iliing to try to contribute something
usgecful to the festivities, I follo ed my guestioner, ..r Thomas Schleuk,
into one o: the darker rooms of th. castlce hore he drew the shutters,

locked the door, and then heving checked the roor: for hidden wicrophones,
opened & lerge carton.

“his bo contzined ¢ nuwber of intceresting items. ‘fhere vere
n

s
severul swall bones of *Sipulctors, Booby .rep, Percussion ith 'lare.®
gl

there wos certon conteiring 2% YGrenades, Eend Illumination" ard =
second contocining the same number of “Crenades,  .arnd, Smoke." he
first, th. simuvlctors, were fairly hermless, corsisting of e mousetrap
cevice that ecould be hooked up to doors cocnd stuff-that-could-be-uoved.

her the stufi vves woved, & percussion cap went bang and a floare yient
on for about five minutes. 3But tiic grerades were of two types the
"I1lumiration' voristy were those used vlien you !.eve r ason to belicve
the e¢nenyy potrol is sncaking toviard your nosition, You heave the thing
out and shoot 1l ile the light is blinding thoeow. The "Suwokei kind is
used when you are stelled in firing ronge end need & smoke screen.
1ext ves o trio of Y“Grenade, Hend, Simuletor, i.issile Impact.” This I
recognised «s one of the things tth vse in training; it nokes like o
105 hovitzer shell burst. Havnilly, there were thrce boxes of "“lire-
crackers' oif thie kind that are used to simulcte rifle fire in ¢ battlce
GEEGNCHIS Ol

And so, at wid:'ifht, we c.acted the Bottle of Ca.tle | arquartstein
by tossing |besec firecrockers into the dry woat. This crcated
¢ sort of ccho chamber: cach detongtionrn echoecd and re-echoed from Alp

to Alp. 'Then as Lc fecling of revelry increised, the number of fire-
creckers tossed into the ravine increased.

¢ werc vorking through the micddle of the third box vhen we
vere visitc®™ by tuvo gentlemen in o green Volksywngen »ith a vhirling
blue 1i _ht or top. :o0ving to & more protocied position at the rear
(t' 2t is, beating ~ 'Lt » 1 t)ve exdclined to the Polizei thet
this 28 2ll good, clean innociul fun, and we i re sorry that we'd
disturbed the . 2yor of . arguartscein - and i. we fournd out whio the
real) culprit was, Je'd sec thot hie wes wroperly dnclt with.

.olliiiecc¢, the Folizei roarcd arouvnd the cestle for an hour,
observing the Iesflvities, and then, satisfied that ve veren't trouble-
ekers at heart, lcft. Unfortuncicly, their Volkswagen decided to holt.
Taking the bit in iis tceth, it rcored up on its hind vheels and triec
to jump the stone reteining well clorg the up side of the mounitein trail.
This manouver resulted in one szashed left frornt lamp end & scverely
abraded ferder.


Grena.de

..8 for the rest of us, wec took & round or tivo of Yurguszz, closed
the bar, a2nd vert to sleen the slumber of the innoe nt. rnd thet vas the

end of the second evening.

Sunday - throus.: no feult of Germen fandow, it reinc’™. This
forced the group thot used the courtyard to sit insicde for the
inecviteble discussion ond post-masguerade-morten. sSunday cvering was
devoted to formel mectings, one of which wes hcld to clect a2 new
President for tiue local far groun; on' the other was held in the Gronrd
Brllroom to detcrmine o good lacc Iur next year's Lerman Con.

Although ny Gerwen borders just on this side of nom-existant,; vhet these
neetirgs covered sounced excctly the samc os their ccual in the U.S.

Tor example the mecting to decide next yeor's location had an attendaznce
of chout 150 fens. ‘There verc eractly 160 sugzrestions.

Ther carly in tlic aftcrnoon, having had ¢ vonderf 1l tiue; we
left with rcluctvanrce, nenouvered the cer out of the tilted nark »lat2
for the lest tine, cond started the trip back to Frankfurt om :ain.

Fostscript. There were several colour pictures tekern Aurirg the
Cestle Con. “these, 7ith o suiteble runping comnertary, vere haopded to
e jor George Leiiters, vho promiscd o show thaew - with commentary - to
the fans ot Sen i'rancisco. I hope this gesture was worth your vo e for
urope in 19651

-~--Gecorge 0. Smith




i
i

e

THERRY

i
U
i

JEEVES

Once upon ez time, essuming you could find one, it was possible to buy a
science fiction megezine that contalued sf, Nowedzys,, there is an even
greater nsed for the old time fan's built in sf detector, You can find
the megazines essily, but finding sf inside them is & fer herder prop-
osition, Worse, even the stories are only hali tuere - the endings are
usually missing, SF just isun't what it was,

This, of course, raises the &k cuestion: whet iz science fiction?
im easy way out is to define it by whut it isn't, "SF isn't 2 Western
story up-dated to 1990" for instence, Such negetive statements leave a
vhole load of un-mepped territory, so I'1l stick my neck out and give my
loop-hole filled definition., Like the ceneras fiend's exposure meter is
is intended as e guide and wot & rigid rule book, Right then, "science
fiction is fiction dealing with (as its main thene) something which’
nasn't hepvened - yeot, It is specul:-tive fiction based on the 'what
would happen if...' theme."

£t this pvoint you mey think of the covbov reclothed in a space
suit, or alternstively, the fentesy stories stemning frow the 'what if
mzgic works' query, Nomally, neither story will be sf, but it LIGHT
be, Irthur Clerke's ercellent ' Fall of lgondust" is basicelly an wp-
dated zccount of 2 submerine d°ssster, Kiwmball Kinnison is vretty
cloge to being our future style cowboiyr, ¢nd s for feantesy, only o
hardened feith in the wonders of science would claim van Vogt's "Weopon
Shops" as other t.an pseudo scionece or dovmright fentasy,

Nevertheless it is very generally true that you don't make an sf
story by “ringing In a spsceship, znywore then you create o Western by
putting your hero on s horse,.,especially £ he heppens to be 2 jockey,
Litersture, like colour, covers « wide spectrum, and the sooner we feoe
thet £ 6t, the' botter, Ye cen all p int to the pistol packing hero &s
he wipes the flooxr with sixteen rustlers zrd drives off the Indiens
single~-handed end cry "Western”, To Sherlock Holmes end Watson zs they
unravel one more aystery we teg the lebel "Detective", znd as one moro



taik churns across the North ifrican desert, we mutter "War", Just as
ensily, we could (unless colour blind) pick out the colours red, blue,
sreen etc. The arpuments start where the colouwrs (or story themes)
merpe, One man's green is another wan's emerald, and a third may even
call it twrcuoise. If this can heppen on colour definitions which cen
ba pepged to an Jngstrom by the right enuipment why woste time haggling
over story definitions which can't be pegged at cl1? If our pistol
paciting, horse riding hero from kupwumro 9 Joins the space marines as a
warp technician, and after killing off the red tinged aliens, solves
the probler: of who killed their leader and started the war,,.is this a
Vlestern, sf, War or Detective,..and when his svaceship crashlands in the
sea and Bertram Chandler navigates it to shore, does it become a Sea
story?

Let's stop haggling, Recent stories such as "Border, Breed Nor
Birth" and "Man Who Counts", will never be sf in my books, but they mzy
be to you, JYet my own definition lets them in, It boils dovm to this,
we 2ll know what we c¢zll sf, The question is, why has it stopped
appearing in the magazines? Very little of the current crop looks
like sf to me, DNc doubt some of it strikes you the same way, but
though we differ on just which of these yarns are sf, I'1l bet two
things, First we agree that a lot of them don't cuelify at all, and
second, I think we find thet we sgree in a surprising number of cases on
the ones to chuck out,

Applying thr elastic yazrdstick, I'd venture that 80% of modern
sf megazines cre filled with wmaterial which would never have qualified
as such in the o0ld dzys. The 0ld yarns wey have hammed happily along,
and their scierce may have fluctuated between textbook didactism ang
spectacular inaccwracy - but at least we 2ll agreed that they were sf,
and moreover, they always had 2 plot,

Without trying to define 'plot', let's admit that a good story
should have 2 definite ending vropped up. Vot necessarily on an up-beat, but
with a definite termination. Bhany top noteh yarns have concluded on
the down-beat,.."Death Deputy"”, "None But Lucifer" and "With Folded
Honds" to name a few, Others leave no doubt at all about virtue
being triummhnt as Kinnison sweeps all before him, In between we have
the thought provoking erding,.. "Cempbell's lioon is Hell" makes you sit
back and think just how indomitable the race of men can be, Herbert's
mognificent "Under Pressure" leaves you with the uncomfortable feeling
that only a battle on one level has been won so far, And so it goes,
All good stories have one thing in common = the erding is the logical
conclusion of what has gone before - even if it means that you stop
ang wonder about if it would happen that way after all.

hony modern authors rattle happily along until they run out of

ideas, then a guick look at the word count shows them that enough garbage
hes been vritten to cover the gas bill, so the story is a2llowed to peter
out there and then with z slight hint that something mey be done sometime
in the future, This technique is akin to palming off the point rag as
modern art, The long haired aend effete eritics will hail this master-
picce =~ the poor Joec lmggins (such as me) will hesitate to cry 'Foul!

in case they missed the point and show theuselves up as mugs, The age



old technique of "The Emperor's Mew Clothes" is working again, They
were invigible to 211 but the elite, Well, if any of the elite happen to

be around, perhaps they'd point out the plot endings in the following random
selection from memory.,

"The Doy Who Bought 01ld Barth"
where for little apparent reason the
hero winds up converted {for his owm
good we're told) as & 'cat man',,,and
then?? Well I admit o sequel appeared,
but not only in a different magazine,
but so hopwashy I Jjust couldn’t reed
it,

"Storm Wind" by Ballard in New
Worlds, .‘n unbelieveble wind increases
in arithmetical (and wnexpl-i ncble)
force until around the 200wph mork it
is zbout to blow a concrete wall dovn on
the hero, By an umpty billion to ,001
coincidence, the wind chooses to start
an egually unexplsined (and progress-
ive) drop and the wall slumps back into
place and all is well...except for the
retching sounds from the not so
gullible.

In a recent fAnalog, John Brunner
perpetrated a yarn concerning a pair of
atomic device testers who wreck the vhole
gear and po off on a binge when a visitor
in some sort of vibratory dimension

| LN device puts it risht for them so that it
5 N will work., Yeah, so what....and vhy?

i TR PN :

! 3 X No doubt you con extend the list

.~y only too easily yourself. But for those
S who disagree vioclently, and have put on
a kettle of boiling oil for me, may I
suggest that you try the following tests
bef'ore asking me round for a bite,

e il e

‘ “TEST 1. Write dovm as many titles

s sy as you can remember from the
most recent sf magazine you've
read., You're good if you can
boat 0%

Teke o mag you read 6 months

ago, look at the story titles.,
Now how many stories can you
precis vithout peeking at the
opening paragraphs? X407 is
gocd here,

,'t'l,.,:._.._.,:.;;..,_ T s
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TEST 3. Try test 2 vwith a 2 yvear o0ld mesczine, and if you
can precis IRE TH . OFE 1X:D NOVEL I'll be surprised,

Fans used to have 2 Sense of VWonder...but in those days the authors
had a sense of Responsibility. If the 207 vho still heve could inculcate 1t
into the rest, then sf would really cnter its colden ame, Or do you disarree?

-~ Terry Jeeves

TALKING®
FANDOM
el O

If you want to publish a fenzine let me tell you woat to dc.

You got to talk your parents into buyine a duper for you.

Get some stemcils und pazper, plenty of ink, t'wont be long,

Virite around to &ll the guys in fandom with you, get some illos

Put ‘em all torether, call it Les Crinne, you cexr't go wrong,

Get epoboo in Beyornd (maybe!), letters froum all over, VWillis will buy you
bheer.

It zin't cuite this siuple, -so-E'd better explain

Just why you potte ride on the trufamnish train,

Becos if you wait to become a big-name-fon

You'll be waitine for your whole life span

Te'll a1l be dead, or ESFG wembers or something,

"hen you come to form s club you've pot the hzrdest time
It's no use meeting on the Underground.

You gotte find a pub with plentyr of bo.ce

Get some rich members, be careful who you choose,

Maybe get some fewmes, forget about sf, Brapg anyone?

Way out in Liverpool, here's vhat they @did

ind out in Cheltenham here's what they did.
Nottincham ard London too, well sorta.

Don't let fugcgheads bait you

They'1l call you Roscoitcs, Sadoists too,

Don't let fan feuds breck you up -

You'll win - what I wewn, take it sasy - but take it,

—= Jhim Iimvood
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In the many brinches of sveculctive fiction abt present we zre witness to

z brttle: wnysticism iz fishting for its 1ife, I think the reason for this
is thzt scierce is coming up with so mony wild and wonderful theories that
the poor mystic is left behind at the stoxrting vost, Truth, it appears, is
stronger thza fiction, In order to prevent the utter rout of mysticism and
the loss of such an importeant vert of human life I would sugzest that 1t is
high time the nystic stooped beinp cnti-science, He should drop his pretemce
of uniaueness ¢nd join forces with science for, cfter 11, scierge is very
similex to mysticism,

Scierce is o closed shoo thet makes o Union closed shop look like an
invitation for o1l to take o Job, Scilentists say that sclence is &z closed
shop by virtue of lmnowilsdge. In reallity it is a closed shop because you
must be willing tc conform ~ you must believe, Let me illustrate this,

In your esrliest science clesses you declt with atoms as 1f they
were nice Little balls that pleyed the most entrincing geme by virtue of
a love-nate relationshiv., Iater these little balls went s11 fuzzy, as if
your mental microscove were out of focus, Instead of being there, as any
drunk who walked into & lewyport aftwr @ snsaizr at the locnl imows, they
were only probebly there, .t cny moment the lamppost covld suilenly t-ke
off out of the rosd, but neverr, it secws, =t the time you wallt into it,
Leter still you enter o period vhere atoms crystslise in a sort of fixed
spacial reletionship to each other, :md even letor,,..., Eventuzlly you
have to see whether what you think sgrees with what others think, You
transfer bones from one grivey:rd to snother, recicve your Ph, D, and
reed learn nothing more, If you don't asree you ~re sent sadly on your
way to become ;. scecond Professor Forisxty.

However, = nystic who decides to cmbroce scicnce is in « far hzppier
position. He need only 2sk question efter cuestion, wearing zll the time a
look of guileless innocence, Tois will arive any lecturer to a nervous
brezkdovm, znd efter working so herd to zbsorb whzt they hzve been told,
lecturers in edvenced technolosy are never fer from this,



Unfortunately it is 2lso necessary to pass a number of exsminstions,

0 these are not amenuble to copying beczcuse the psvper copied may be just
£s wrone as yours, The only infallible method is a walkie-tz2lltie disguised

¢z deaf 2id = this will be worn throuchout the term to allay suspicion,
The one method not recommended is to learn vhat you have to know, There
is e terrible chonce if you do this that you mey remembveyr the very things
vou sre trying =o heré not to, In this eventuslity you will end as a
lecturer at &z begsgarly £2000 = yeor and vour mysticism will vanish with
the alecrity of e chemiczl precivitate you wish to preserve at all oosts,
This does not zwply to vrecticel exams, It is well worth your while to do
these thoroushly as the technicue will assist you later, _nywey, your friend
on the other end of the wolkie-t: lkie will find it difficult to assist you
here,

At last you've pessed your exems and interviews and arrive in the
¢losed shop zs Senior Chemist of Swindle ond Twist Chemicals Ltd, You can
now let your mysticism so full tilt. You are expected to subwit a report
on your pro-ress every so often, This is where your knowledre of speculative
fiction comes in, A1l you heve to 8o is read sny sword and sorcery tale -
ijke noorcock's viritings sre especisally recommended - and switch atoms and
molecules around in the place of her sand villains, You huve a revort!

"In the midst cf the molecule's division, the atom lended again,
detatched itself from the corrier atom snd possessed of its abnormsl enersy
rushed into the rasks of molecules reacting zbout itself, invunerable to all
but the stronpest nerative enersy, Eneresy mounted ¢nd a cuicker reaction
took place,.,” This is transposed from "Doomed Lord's Passing" in Science
Pantasy 64, page 33, You get the idea?

The report ends wp on the technical directors desk znd because he is
usvally an "lrts" men he curses swart-zlec chief chemists and consions the
report to oblivion in the bottom of a filing cabinet. The mystic is now
free to sow doubt in the minds of his colleagues, This is very easily done
after a brief perusal of the technical journals, TYou select zny erticle
usine the word "probably" more than once 2 paragreph and write z lonpg letter
to the jowmal denouncing tais zrticle, You, of course, have to insert a
number of ready made differentisl esustions to strengthen your points, but
these can be purchesed re:dy mzde or lifted from maths books. The result will
be wore letters and the mystic can then retire, happy at the chzos he has
induced.

£ fins) difficulty is that the wmystic in charge of a leb should have
to produce results, This is not insupporable because there is always some
nut case in every lab who likes exverimenting, You should encoursge this
goul by constantly giving him jobs recuiring him to steay behindé after hours,
You then institute = prectice of locking through everyone's notebooks and
copying out any results which look useful.

There seem to be no further difficulties, The future of mysticism
is ssswed, One thing though - my chier chemist inspects notebooks and last
nizcht I pot some yellow stuff after treating ter with bromophencl btlue in the
fourth phase of the moon, I think I'll ke working lste tomicht,

~=~ Alen Burns
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Peter Fhite, 75 Ashlev Rozd, Epsow, Surrey,
I suwopese that Ken Cheslin was
trying to make some sort of an excuse for his ridiculous editoriel in IS 12,
Cheslin seems to be saying that, just as authors do not always hold the opinions
that they invest in their fictional characters, we should not expect the opinions
he voices in an editorial to be the ones he really holds., Surely the great
value of amateur publications of this kind is that sincere opinions can be
voiced vithout regard for audience reaction, If, as I suspect, Cheslin wrcte
the editorisl in order to proveke o response in the letter column, he is
reducing the fanzine to the level of the daily oress, which will alweys publish
controversial rather than genuinily important ccmment, Cheslin goes on to say
that the average men is stupid, This is nonzinac, The average man may or may
not be less intelligent than Cheslin, but he is, by definition, averzge; he is
neither stupid nor clever but average, Cheslin, like most people, feels an
actual distaste for those be feels eritical of, But I think it is important to
remember that we must accept people for what they sre, #11 the failings that
anger us are human failings, To be stupid, or greedy, or perverted or murderous,
is to be a human thing, The pederast and the priest, fool and politician, must
81l be understood and perhaps cured. But to reprozch them for their pathetic
hunanity wouléd be like blaming a tree for growing leaves or soolding the sea
for having waves, The voting public is misinformed; it must be, because the
mass medis always tend to be in the hands of those vwho favour the right wing.
The voting public vslues puerile things, woney 2nd its country. But people
must live, and must heve sowething to be proud of, aiid it would be hard to
imagine what else existed for the mass of people to vslue in a capitalistic
society. But ultimately it doesn't matter vwhy the clectorste mekes up its
wind so long as it ococasionall: ch.bres it, The velue of a2 democracy lies not
in any inherent worth but in the fact that the random veriations of publis
opinion ensure that no govermment can stay in power long enough to mess things
up completely. .1so, people's deoisions, however puerile and wmisinformed, are
at least effected by ballot and not by bomba.



;1thouch I cen't sgree witn iike lkoorcock when he says that movie actors
ere pretty dim on the vhole, or with his ooinion that Vommegut's "Sirens of
Titan" is a rattled-off oot boiler (here I zsree with Jim Limwood, though I vas
sorry to see that he left "Liwbo '30" out of his 1list of literary sf}, I was
interested in his snalysis of the genre as o whole, This re-enforced my suoport
of the 'exveriment 1 group' of sf writers.

The convention revorts were all tremendously enjoyable, especially
Charles Swith's, It is, lei's fece it, alwost invossible to remember half of
vhat goes on at the con, For one rcason or another the memory secems to fade
after the first day, end it is 2 great pleasurc to read the words of stronger
versonalities, more ordered brzins that can remenber all,

It wes interesting to see the various objections to the vwriting of
Bzllixrd and Burroughs that aovesred in the lettercol, Tt would seem that meny
veovle are so emotionslly dead they can only respond to the cliche, vhcether that
of spece, horse or soap opera., Uncble to grasn the subtle but potent emotionzl
cowmunicetions of serious vwiters such as Pallerd and Burroughs, they refuse to
accept that such emotion exists, 4#lthough I vioulé be herd put to arguc the
cese for the ipso fezcto superiority of sophistication, I think it is a ity that
there is so little sophistication of litersry taste in sf fandom,

...........

Good editorial., We heve the same
sort of militant ncofen over here —- in fect, until I saw the excernts from the
letter you got I would have said that ours were worse, lot having your sweet
disposition, I didn't mzke such a reasonzble renly; after ¢ few orgumentative
letters I told onc of our more obnoxious neos to cowe back in five years vhen
he grew up, threw his next letter in the wastebasket unread, and haven't been
bothered since. He's still going, but he isn't bugging wme enyuore, Of course,
your neos may be amenoble to resson; some of ours aren't., It's been tried.

On the other hand, the U3 is getting & crovo of intelligent reasonable
neofans, who don't demand that evervone conform to their ideas znd who have
increased wy friendly correspondcace to the voint where I don't have time to
write to fanzines anywore, ind it's a lot more fun to distuss scicence fiction
vith a new fan then it is to discuss Walter Breen's morals with an oldtimer.

I 1liked what koorcock said about authors who want to use some scicnce
fiction trzppings without botherine to conform to the recuirements of the scieice
fiction storv, Of course, this isn't new., I recently re-rcad "The Hovkins
kanuscriot”, first published in 1939. In the new edition it has an insulting
1ittlc introduction by John Gassner in which he exvlains that Sherriff wasn't
writing "mere pscudo-scientific novelties". This of course is a flat lie; he
chose sciemcefictional plot elements, therefore he virote science fiction, The
fact that he knew very little and cared less about scientific accuracy merely
mezns that he vwrote bad science fiction. The book showrs excellent insight into
the way vcople behzve: it's a shamc he spoiled it a1l by his scientific failures,
I supoose this is on a per with the educators who think that al) scientists
should be exnerts in English while English msjors need to know nothing whetever
about science, cven while feeling free to denounce the "literary ignorance” of
their scientific collesguecs.


fa.de

Vhether or not the voting public is dim witted deperds on what onc
ricans by the term. Voters have very little knoviledge of either the issues or
the real ideas of the candidates (as opposed to their 'public images'). Voting
in ignorance wmight be considered Just a wec bit dim witted -- or it might be
considcred os & necessary evil, since in these days of politicel advertising
and govermient censorship there really isn’'t ny dependable way of becoming
infonmed One can read up on politics and the cendidates, but generally there
isn't any method of knoving vhether what one is reeding is the whole truth, a
pértial and slanted truth or an outright lie. (Exce‘ot that the odds cxro thot
it's a partial and slanted truth, since most political news comes under that
heading.

Ian Peters is fumy. Mot his article on the .merican Indians, which is
culte justifiecd, but his pious little proclamstion at the end that the good old
British Govermment wiould have done better. Sure; everyone knows that Britain
is the best of 211 possible countries ond peovle like Jomo FKenyatta, Ghandi,
Ceorge William Gordon and Father lMurphy were Jjust troublemakers, T:n should
try rceading his ovn nation’s history once in a while. /& least the US pretty
well kept its injustices to one continent, plus the early Phillipine atrocities.
Britain scattered hatred of the white wman over the whole damned world,

I wish srchie kercer wouldn't use phrases 1ike "falling between two
stools”. Tt conjures up such a messy wental image. .ond also about wowen falling
into "brozd classes -- what other classes could they fall into?

In the lecttercol lborcock szys thet the fact that pcople arce inarticulate
does 1ot mesn that they sren't capable of Coing the right thing intuitively., OF
course not; but it doesn't mezn that they :re canaole of doing tlh. right things
1ntu1t1vr=1y, gither, snd I'd like to sec somothlno besides liike's word before I
belicve that thcey are, /Jlso, unless British zbortionists arec better than those
in the U3, which I doubt, the incidence of death and disease following the
operation is cuite high, u’n cther like has hcard zbout it or not, iilke scems
to be saying that if he hesn't hoard of =z thing, it docsn't exist.

It would be nice if Loon Collins would only write on subjects that he
knows about; his misinformation chout fendom is remarkable, Bubt then, he only
wants other peonle to write about subjccts on vhich they are informed; nonc
of thesc reformers want to apply the same riles to thoamselves that they
edvocate for others.



Jhin Liawood, 2& Lucknow Av, , lapperlcey Park, Fottm.,

i'm very impressed by
the artw rk, perticulerly Eddie's two illos for my coluan., liany crities point
out that Eddie’s work is not oripinal znd is culled from film mags, They
neglect the obvious fact that £ddic is « GOOD. artist. The layout and composition
of his two illos gave exactly the sort of iwpression I was trying for when I
vrote the two picces they illustrate, LEddie's af finity with the materizl he
illustrates is sowctimes phinomencal; his "4s I See It «nd various illustrations
of fin fiction show thet he has studied the moterizl minutely before picking
wp the sbylus, .1d this is & great decl worce than can be said for the majority
of professionzl artists in znd oul of the genre,

Your cditoricl assessment of the new wave scems fairly sccwate in view
of recent dcvelopucnts, One new waver I've recently spo-en to gove me the
impression that ae consgiders fondom to be @ collection of ‘hengers on' to the
pros and that fons have no intcrest in sf, He said that the new wave will get
rid of fens when they 'introduce' i elocuent of seriousness into fandem, This
indicates foilure in both canps to understand cachother., I may be sticking my
ncck out, but I feel that the only thing the twe camps have in comuon is sf.,

I haven't yot coume across any new wave digressions inte filws, jazz, history
or philosophy ~- things that help to wuke fanzines so interesting.

Ken misses a moot moint; .ldiss wasn't zdvocating Emotion Registers in
"Minor Operation nor wass Sturgeon sdvocating homosexuulity in "Venus Plus X",
they were using both as a springbosrd for satire and social criticism, Ken and
his mentor, Fred Hoyle, seriously suggested o ridiculous plan for the trons-
vortation of millions of pecovle to the other side of the world! Ken's assail
of the 'worling men's' onathy shows very 1ittle deep thinking end he himself
in this editorisl and mony others shows he hes no clear idea of vhat esch party
represents, Yhen I cocused Ken of nypocrisy in the last issue, I was thinking
u-inly of the public attitude at the tiwme of the Profumo scandzl. ZXveryone
trying to bc oven minddd about the scxual aspect of the «ffair «nd raising hell
about his lying ond the security aspect. Yot judging by the exposures in the
Sunday newspeavers the only thing the majority cered o damn about was the sex
angle, Everyone from newspapcr tycoon to ex-O0xford satirists hod a ficld doy
with Keeler, Yard axd Davies; nomes that will be remenbered longer thsn that of
Loré Demning who investipeted the scecwrity aspects of the affair,

Beryl Henlcy's picce on cartoon corruption wasn't, I hope, dismissed
lightly by readers, Children arc especially sensitive te suggestion by those
enterteciments aimed cexclusively al then, < few young .wmerican homosexuals
have dmitted that their tendencies bepon as funs of Batman and Robin, Batman
cnd his boy is the classic howoscxual relationship, and variants csn be feund
even in the lcast objecticonable material.

¥oorcock did =« wice job reviewing "Strengelove", a pleascnt change frow
son¢ of the slush vritten ebout the film by pretentious movie mags, idke
commits onc error though; Jack D. Ripper was played by Stirling Hayden (not
George C. Scott) wné ucjor Turgedson by George Scott (not ¥ yden). Perhaps the
gimmick of Sellers playing three roles was pointless, there being no connection
between the three, but everyone wos o canco of genius and the best thing that
Sellers has ever done, Teke for instance the scene where Sellers as landrake

P



hunours Ripper; this was & comic masterpicce ond wade Danny Kayc look the third
rate nitty emateur hc undoubtedly is,

a8 a matter of fact I did sec the Lustgarten thing Borry vrites about,
I =slso saw another vwhere a nen sets out to kill the people who foiled to rescue
his little boy frow drovaing twenty yecrs earlicr, Before cach awder he tolks
to a photc of his derd son seying how he will avenge him -- yet the photo iz of
a youngmzn in his twonties!

That o few of your corresvont:nts label B:llard a viorld-virccker shows
that they haven't read Ballerd and didn't understand idke's trticle, 4 writer,
it sceoms, has only pot to portray the Ecrth under o differcnt climete and
geophysical schene to be called = world wrecker,

Lecon Collins letter clcarly shows that the new wave has yet o long way
to po.

et

"This is kr. lMercer sveaking. I'm
-sorry I can't come to work enymore this year, but I've just received IES SPTIGE

13' I

Tet's do Ken first., "I would suggest,” he would suggest, "that few peop-
le sariously belicve thet the habits or philosophy of the central characters in
a story reflcct the author's ovm views," I'm not so swe, Trying to put myself
in the author's plece, I thirk I'd sooner write sbout somebody who was "my type
of pcrson” than :¢bout somebody who wasn't, Furthermore, when one author creates
chereeter cfter charucter 211 holding similar views, one cun be forgiven for
suspecting that the author's own views arc not #11 thet fer wwey, However, I
may heve got lost somewhere but I don't see thet this is pirticularly relevont,

Fotody, surcly, is disputing the right

of zn author to put his ovm views in a

story. Ken is upholding the contribut-
| ors right to put his owm views 1in a

V1 BWS fanzine, Onc'’s own vicws iay, in either
or cese, be so radicully different from those
LIEHTHOUSE set before ons that one recoils in horror.
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| itself of interest, let (lone vhat has
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Then Xen gets on te polities, T
used to sttend bosrding scheol, (nd I
remenber the master woling some reansrks
to the offcet thet o groun of intellipfent
tecnopeors such as owrselves lkinew for wore
of politics then did the wmeon in the
street, .nd T rencmber fecling smugly
pleascd that this should be so. Mot so
long aftervards I found wysclf in the
Army, and I soon realised how utterly
nonexistent ny previous knowledge of




nolitics reclly hed been, Then, however, came the end of the war, ceverybody weas
demobbed znd could spend his time going to footbsll matches asain - snd I guess
Ken isn't so far from wronz after £11.

Yow this Profumo thing, I'm ertirely with Ken here, I h-ve no objection
to my rulers heving a satisfactory sex~life, wherever they get it from, In feaot,
inzsmuch as 2 frustrated iinister is liable to work his frustrations out on those
over whor: ue rules I'd rsbher that they were ennbled to heve satisfuctory sex-
lives.

Everybody seems to hove missed the point of the "lying in Parliament”,
thourh, In the normal cowrse of events 1Ps are understood to be telling the
truth, and = direct accusation of telling a lie is automaticzlly out of order.
Every so oftan, though, somebody rezshly says something which turns out to be
demonstrably not so, In that case he sivnly cpolospises for having made an
erroneous statement wnd evervbody cezrries on as before, There Profuno's case
differg from the ordinary is the circumstances under vhich he told the lie,
He told it in vhat 1s known as & "personal statement”. Then an 2 feels the
necd to clear the zir ahoubt some matter in which his name ma, have innocently
been mentioned, he can arrange with the Speaker to meke a "personol statement"
next time the House is sitting, By tredition this "personal statement" is
limited to facts, =xd represents the truth, Therefore, as distinet from ordin-
ary parlismentery speeches etc, it is not subject to eny form of debate or cross
questioning snd is zllowed to stand exactly as it is.

It wes the deliberate misuse of this svecific formula to mislead the
House and the country that Profumeo was guilty of. The "personal statement” is an
extremgly useful device so long &s it is given absolute respect by 211 porties.
Therefore when he was discovared to hoeve been abusing it, he was cuite properly
for the high Jum,

It hcs just occured to me that the exemplory trectment meted out to him
may, in fact, heve strengthened the respcet in which the perliamentery "personal
statement” is held,

1y only particular comment on Violt's episode is that it's getting =
trifle bewildering following tue "illis fawily around from zine to zine on their
travels, FPirst cless wmr.terial though, well uwp to the usual IS standerd,

Por ¢ wonder I cen't find wuch to pick w in Jhim's colunn, The bit
about Londo ers perhaps, In wmy ovinion, the bowler~hat-bricef-cose-cnd-unbrella
clad brigede look 2 bunch of utter Cherlies dressed thusly, and 1 wouldn't be
seen dead in such & rig=out, .:nd I like being safely anonymous. The office-
workers are bzd enouch elsewhere, but in London they re iwpossible. Tor res-
pecteble conformity, I wmean.I supposc I must be apreeing with Jhim this time,
Still very good stuff though, with & hilarious denouement,

/4 couple of pages later I suddenly find myself back to back with Beryl
Henley, This I czll ¢ dirty trick. Why couldn't you have done the job properly
znd put us foee to face? Yes, I know - she'll tell you that it'd have sent me
screaming, levertheless I'd heve been villing to risk it for & laugh, But I
suess 1'11 just have to make do with rubbing lasciviously & zinst her
posterior for nov,



Precisely what connection iiike iporcock's column has to do with a
convention report escapes me for the moment. ££ 4 report on the literary
conventions of 1964 ete...as fer people realised,-- It's interesting, thouph
frecuently difficult to grasy just what vrecisely dike's looking for. It'd
possibly be easier if one were in the lecst irciined to read scme of the
stuff that ike praises (which unfortunotely I'm not).

Sheila's comrep was short and sweet, It's a pity it didn't =ppear in
"Beyond", sctuelly - it serves as an excellent counterweight to Chas, Platt's
reaction. Charlie Smith's is iong and sweet, putting wine to shame., It's nct,
perhaps, written in the most polished of styles, but it's eminently readable
and makes pleasant reading, I thirk there must be a natural law sbout conreps
~ unless one happens to be named ¥illis or something, one's earlier specimens
tend to have something that one's later attempts lack, Partly, I suppose, it's
the atmosphere of I-didn't-realise-that-life-could-be-this-fun-before, Tater
on, one comes to accept this -5 v tural concornitont of cons, and in fact one
me;7 show digs ppointment to find that it isn't alwoys the case. Be this as it
may, Cherlie's brought out the hsving-a-wonderful~time-I-should~have-started-
roing~years-ago atmosphere very well, and has 2 particularly keen eye for the
humorous asvect,

I'é like to have a wiord about the "keep the foreigners out of the BSTL"
thing at the AGI, There's no cuestion of overseas residents "spongin- = ua"
as Charlie puts it - they are, in fact, giving the issociation more than it can
possibly give them. TFor that reason I have never been in favour of deliberately
trying to recruit overseas members, but the Cverseas category of wemkership
exists and 1f any overseas fan wants to join the issociation for any reason

the ..ssociation has always been plezsed to have him in its ranks,

I seem tec remenmber that Xen Slater was the maln one to speak up against
admittins Contizumtels to fuil womborship(with its attendont library vrivileces.
This, I think, mokes sense - and len has in his time done as uuch as anybody to
foster fandom in its international aspect., There is, I'm therefore pretty

sure, no question of his wanting to "keep the foreipners out" altogether,



snywey, I trust that the BSFettitude to overseas members and potential
members will continue to be as it always has been,

To the lettercol, and at lost I cen find something to argue with Jhim
about, To my wind, Cordwainer Smith (whoever he may be) is just about the most
disappointing author going. His vriting is beautiful, his themes are outstanding-
ly original and nhis plotting can be excellent. His stories 're among the few
that ceserve slow sensuous reading, .nd yet, vhen one comes to the end, there's
always something lacking ~ ‘omewhere, HMaybe one day he'll write the Perfect
Story - Just once. Lavbe he just missed it several stories back arnd has now
developed beyond the point of verfection,

I'm sorry to see that Sié Birchby doesn't like "catastrophe" stories.
To me, they bave the greatest apvezl of all tvpes of story - probably because
thev deal with things as I kno' them but in a conspicuously a2ltered form. .mnd,
sterting as they norually do in the here~and-now, I can visualise myself
co-existing with the action, which comes hrrder if the story is either an out-
znd-out fantosy or set in the future,

ind that's yer lot, =s the saying goes. I could probably do better than
this by wey of comment if I really set myself to it ~ LES SPIIGE now rates very
highly indeed on my scsle of excellence - but I think this is enough -otherwise
IS 14 will be 200 pages!

——— - - -

harles Platt, 6 Sollershott ® est, Letchworth, Herts.,

.5 usuzl my complaint is
that IS could have been cut in half. This time, of course, it was; but like the
Greek monster myth, name of which I can never remember, having chopped one head
off two grew in its plece; each half of your megrzine looks even bigger than one
copy of 12, .

zrchie's report I found entertzining, useful, interesting...all the
things an article should te, except controversial, This is a pity, but at least
it hod other factors in its favour: it was the right length, well vwritten and so
on, lore that I can say for the "book" that folloved it,

This vill achieve f ne if only because it is loneer than any other con~
rep. Certainly it will not =chieve fame any other way; unless verhaps because
it is more boring than any other conren. Seriously, it isn't necessary or
desirabtle to record every tiny incident, every viord, every trivial event that
seemed hilarious at the time, but now, in print and free from an alcoholic
hoze, is simply embarr:asin , There are some interesting perts in this report,
«nd some -- a few -~ are amusing, but these are outweighed by the majority of
the report which is plain boring, Partly becausé the events themselves can
oinly be really amusing to somweone who has person: 11y lived bhem, cnd partly
because kr. Smith somehow laclks a light hunasus touch, although he could
probebly write o pood stroight earticle, Twenty pages is much, much too much,
even in 2 fingine,

Your lettercol was, I thought, better this time; sowe of the letters
seemed to have been cut more, though others were allowed to get out of hand,
mostly whenever they started on one of yow "controversial" topics, which, I'm



ofreid 211 left me yavmine, If evervone wvriting these letters was an eminent
aind brilliant authority on their subjects, also endowed vwith e gift for glitter-
ing prose, I might heve read one or two. 3But even then 1'd be forcing myself.

Worcestershire Sauce is a little denressing, I'm ofrcid that even with
my limited knowledge of politics I cen criticise Ken for knoving very little
about what he soys. The generclisations and widely held assunptions pile wr
mon one another, reinforced by sweeping statements and misopprenensions, sand
the whole mess doesn't really mean cnything, Ien is much more coherent
and sensible when talking cbout fandom and such 1ike, although his assumption
thet new wave fans will 1ike "'1ien® because it is concerned with SP is rather
short sighted; one might as well say that someone who enjoyed one sf book vwill
enjoy them zall, since, ofter all, every one is sf,

ird his prediction of a slump in quality as the boom in praperbocl scles
and new readers continues was handled vreviously in on article in Vector by
C. P. MKenzie: "i'ew Roud Mups to Choos", Vector 20,

Vi Dey in SanFrencisco,,." wos very Fannish, The only sert I liked was
the nun on frankfurters, Walt Willis should miss out all the connection wordage
in his erticles end just lcave the Jjokes; uwlthough several perts were very well
vritten, Iy wain srgument with an article like this is that there is not cuite
enough interest to keep the rescder reading; he should be compelled to read, rot
asked to,

kiike dtoorcock's section was a lot more readeble than his article in LS
12; although I do disagree entirely with him over Sellevs' role in "Strungelove'.
The fact that he was playing three perts was only amnoying if you locked for it;
if you treated his portraysls as three completely different people his character-
izations were so complete thot his three port act was not ot ¢ll obstrusive.
To me, his ceting was in cowplete accord with the comic horror of the film, and
I founs Dr, Strangelove himself not only brillisnt but believable, The film,
witaout Sellers, would not have been half so rich in tzl._nt,

John Berry's piece was a little
better then "The Goon", but not muck, .11
the wey through I was wondering why he vas
making such a fuss when it was obvious
that the sort of outlendish soript he was
describing is the type seen every day on
television, “hen I got to the end I
fourd out why; without making such a fuss
over purely trivial points, the plot of
the tv play he was criticising, while bad,
would rot have been the slightest bit
wusual, This wzs rather an unnecessary
ond laborious piece of work, I felt
somehovw cheated after reading it,

Vith regard to the production of
the moagazine, I do object to reading, or
trying to rezd, green print on yellew

peper, Last issue made cuite intelligent




use of ink colours and paper tints, but this issue they got in the way of reading
the magazine,

The vieces of Eddie's work show uo the rest of the art. But they
looked rather peculirr stuck at the bottow of white pages like that, also comp-
letely disconnected with the subject metter of the swrounding text. The rest of
the art was occasionclly rood, end I enjoyed the covers., The .Tomillos in the
%illis zrticle and for that matter all this artist's illustrations in this
spinge were very voor, Harry Douthwaite's illos seem to have escived from a
comic strip,

This issue of LS was amusing where I saw my nome mentioned, It seeus
that 211 .one has to do in fandom to get tzlked of a little is meke a few honest
statements of opinion. The woy some people carry on would imply such statements
are not 1l that common outside controversial topics, I'd be interested to know
what my reputation is that Charles 5i.ith thinks I didn't live up to. He trlks as
if I'm non-humen or soweting, I czn see him thinking, "funny...seems culte
normal to me,” I've been criticised for taking too much notice and meking too
much noise over = certain review; but the people cnncerned ar. ju't .z uilty
when they teke too much notice of an innocent honest neofean who only found out
what fandom meant six months ago.

Harry Viarner Jr., 425 Sumit v, , Hapgerstown, berylend 21740, USH.,

° If you plan
to turn into a trzadition this deliphtful immovetion of publishing doubledecker
issues, you might include instructions on how to go about reading LS for your
stupider rezders - like the one st the typewriter. I read the wrong half first,
However, my blunder did no perceptible herm to wmy enjoyment of both sections,
ond I imagine that it wos caused basically bry the girl on the cover, some
evidence in favour of those who think thot a fanzine should use o cover for the
scme propagandistic purposes as o prozine., lowever, I might be prejudiced in
this particular case by my feeling of Ikinship for the young lody. Her complexion
is remarkebly close to wine, "

Xen dismisses too cbruptly the cuestion of whether sciemce fiction
needs frndom. Obviously there would be no need to ask the cuestion if only the
immediate circulation velue were considered, and it is equally clear that there
ore enough individuals trying to sell fiction te fill up the prozines and
paperbacks, even if 1o other fzn sullies himself and becomes 2 pro. However,



it isn't quite that simple, First of &ll trauslate fandom into fins, because
fundom 1s merely a convenient way of referring tvo fans that has unfortuncte
connotations of govermment and "total is greater thicn the perts! that doesn't
apply in this case, Then think over the history of orofessionzl sf in both the
US and Englond during the past two or three decades, and try to imagine how it
rould have chenged if there had not been the tiny proportion of recders who were
so interested in this type of fiction that they became fans, cnd from fans
turned into pros, Is it likely that Englend vould have had prozines during
most of the past ouarter century, vwithout the cctivity of Gillings and Ccrnell,
(Of course, publishers who wonted to put out nrozines could have found editors
elsewhere, but would publishers heve wented to put out sf meagazines without the
persuasion of these two, and would men inexperienced in the sf field have
produced mogizines thet lasted more than six months?) Vould sf have as much
status as it possesses in England witnout -rthwr C. Clarke? The case isn't
quite as c¢lear cut in this country, but I believe that sf would be in an even
worse state over here without Bradbury, Pohl, Volléhim end o half dozen other
fens-turned pros, I don't wean to imply that these individuals wouldn't have
ktecome successful ovros without first being fans, Put I do contend that sf is
too wmpovular and speciclized a type of fiction to survive in the commercial
rublishing world without the efforts of men who have both talent and the
extreme enthusiasm for the field, two cuelities that nor ally create the fan,

Jhim Limrood's shout that "sex dominates our press" reminds me of the
local prudes who go arcund talking of nothing but the shorts that more and wmore
women wear daily on the streets of Hapgerstovm during warm weather., I1ost of us
glence at the women nc more than we would  if they were wearing conventional
dresses, except when z particularly impressive or preposterous form is partially
inside the shorts. The few who are precccupied with it and claim it is 2z dem-
onstration of the degeneration of the times tell more of their own character
than they do of the times., I imagine that Jhim would say that the press is
doninated by the football scores, if he were trying to keep his money from
vanishing into the pools. Iy own impression is that the press is dominated by
politics, and I have no interest in politics whatsoever, sc I am apparently the
victim of some kind of authority complex that czuses me to bristle whenever I
encounter an item about somzone who might someday be a congressman or some such
nesty person,

Ella Parker thinks I'm a sadist znd maybe I shouldn't reveal my pet
method for solving the problem that ilan Eurns poses, that of makicg the punish-
ment fit the crime, .y panagea would consist of "orl:;, h rd vwork os the Lo ns
for the oriminal to pay his debt to society, DMost individuals with a record
of frequent infroctions of the laws seem to hzve a cowmon desire to avoid going
to the necessary pains to live legally. It's most obvious when a fellow breaks
and enters or robs or shoplifts to obtain money or good without taking the
trouble to earn money. In « more complicated vay, it holds good for the man who
is hzuled before the Jjudges because he won't support the wife and child whom he
has left (he would have less himself from his labours) or the driver who keeps
breaking the speed limits (he dislikes as much zs most of us the amount of time
and effort that ore inv lved in getting from one place to another, and does
something about his dislikes), I don't favour Georgia type chain gangs for
gveryone who is picked up for petty larceny., But I believe that repeating
criminals would stop reveating if they were forced vhile serving-time to do
extremely dull work that recuires muscular effort and provides none of the
satisfaction that a man can get frow doing skilled work well.



Tt's curious how the syvwpathy for the vrongs do e the mwericon Irndian
hes froed avey in this courntrv in recent deccdes, bout 50 yeers & o, there vas
nretty nearly gs much effort to cive the Indisn his rirhts sz exists today
for the nexro, ,oreover, the Indicn held a cownle of cenerations a+o the
necro's current 0lace as the creetor of the true _mericsn crts, You saw Indien
desi~ns in floor coverings everywhere and smell totem poles were inescanzble
and several :vite vood  mericen cowmposers devoted most of their efforts
attempts to assimilatelnoien melodies and rhythms into classical music. (I'm
not cuite old enough to remember all this but it's obvious enough from the

crezines of the time, some reminiscing of older persons, and various other
sources. ) I feel as strongly 2s Ian does asbout the injustices to the Indian,
but T hardly think it cen be blemed on any one simple matter like the outcowe
of the imerican Revolubion., It's just snother examole of man's inhumrnity to
man, Today I read his article, Yesterday I was in wy howe town, Chambersburg,
Pa,, which the Confederates burned to the ground 100 years apo during the
Civil “ar because it could not pay =n impossibly high tribute that the troops
denanded; nearly zix hundred buildings were destroyed. Iast week I visited
the Enoch Brovm School site where 200 years ago a perty of Indiems slaughtered
the teccher and a dozen small boys without provocation. I ilmagine that the
Indians would have been Jjust as herd on the white man, if the Indians had
possessed the sufficient numbers and weapons. I'm =211 for decrying instances
where inhunenities heve been done, but I Jon't think it's possible to set up
any rece or nation as immune frow the urge to commit them,

I can think of cuite a few closely recsoned srguments in fanzines, even
if Buck Coulson can't, Se eral times in recent issues of flarhoon there have
been things which would cualify, particularly some of the contributions to the
discussions on "Le Dolce Vite" and the interaction of letters from fans and the
writing of filthy pros, There nhave been two or three lengthy Wrlter Breen
articles that deserve the title, porticulerly the one on censorship, 1 believe
that the efforts to convince us that mesczlin should be a lepal drug have been
superbly written, even though I'm still not convinved, There has been one
closely reosoned argunent running through fanzines for the past 20 years, somewhat
adulterated vwith nonuwnse on the same topic, that of Lovecraft's fiction ang
its place in the general literary world. My resl point, of course, is that it's
ol fair for the editor to interrupt repeatedly what o letterhack is trying to
say about an article vhich the editor vrinted without interjecting his ovm
opinions,

This is, I guess,
an snswer to your scathing editorial, Someone said you were o psycholegy
student, ...

It seems rather pointless to say that you are not attempting to publish
an imitation of a prozine, LS is essentially an amateur publicetion. Obviously
a fenzine should try to ceter for those that are not catered for by professional
tzines -~ those macvs thet hzve to appezl to a wide audience to meke s profit
ard thus don't specinlise enoush for the few fans sround. Some fannish 'zines
are excellent. LS I like too, though I don't know why. It is self-assured and
catty, s2nd does drip with snide, mostly in the lettercol end Linwood‘'s lot.



I like 2 ‘zine that sets & policy and sticks to it; like "/lien” and
"Hyphen" :nd even "Beyond", ‘hen a zine raves madly about beinp an attempted
copy of a prozine, like "Zenith", and then poes out of its way to be a fanzine,
it leaves me cold.

Your "group loyelties" are, to me, nom-existent., I don't associate
mysell with the so called new wave, which from all sccounts, consists solely
of Pete Yeston gnd Charles Platt., Pete Veston and myself have & minor feud,
ard between Charles Platt 2:3 myself there is a type of friendship which
breazl:s down beczuse he associates himself, either groupwise or personally,
with Pete . eston,

T do wish Limmood wouldn 't penerslise about the Press. There are both
good and bed pavers. It's just that the bod papers sell more, Limwood is so
self-assured, thouph I daresay intentiorzlly. He tends to be Li's mouthpiece,
even more than the editorial, and one pets the impression that he is speaking
on behalf of LS, His column is provoceative as well, but far from well-
considered. He tends to criticise vithout thinking, or to give that impression.
Scme of his sweeping statements are absolutely unbased,

I agree wholeheartedly on this voting lark, Democracy Jjust doesn't
work, Yot everybody shouid pet the votc and I'd include myseif in that. I
don't want the responsibility of voting for or against the bomb, Of course,
if I had my way, Profunc would have been proud to tell Parlizment that he'd
shacked up with Keeler. To cuote from King Lear, "fisdom and goodness to the
vile seem vile'.

The three comreps, especially Charles Smith's, made w for any grudpe
I might nave had against LS, brought about by Linwood's unbalanced generalisat-
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1'd. seen one or two other issues of
IS and I'd always considered it one of the most impeccably produced fanzines,
This issue really outdid the others, It was a fantastic issue - there was so
much in iE. For the first time, I think, T really linpered over a fanzine,
savouring every morsel - it tasted great too. 11 the covers were simply
marvellcus (and if I'm not very careful this is going to get a wee bit
repetitive) especially the Cawtnorn., 1T felt that possibly you took something
from the .Towm cover by painting it afterwards. I prefcrred the pure black



and brovm tints of Cavthora's opening cover. That's a hell of a range of
artists you've got there, by the way. Nost people would probably be satisfied
with Just one of those, "1l were appreciated both by me and by lMarjorie who
knovs rather more szbout it than I do,

You expressed the issues of the sercon versus the fennish fanzines
extremely well amd with =~ pgreat deal of tact, It's a preat pity that such
issues should ever arise at all, Tt's pretty obvious that two factions have
grovn up in this country over the past yesr with a grest deal of intolerance
on both sides, I congider myself pretty much of a nevcomer still in fandom
and maybe I was lucky in the type of fanzine I started reading, #fter an init-
ial failure to grasp what on earth fanzines were about - I couldn't reconcile
budgies with sf - I persevered and graduzlly began to appreciate the freedow
that fanzine publishing allowrs and the vwide diversity of interest contained
therein; and I wouldn't have it otherwise, I can still enjoy articles on sf,
but, just as my reading is by no means limited to sf, so I prefer my fanzines
to provide articles and stories over as wide a spectrum as possible, The fewr
fanzines that are published in this country that are limited to articles on
sf I've found to be vapguely  immature - not a criticism, this - and far too
limited in outlook. Long live the spinge type, offering a wealth of varied
material, 1 say.

Tot having stotistics, I suppose I can't take issue with Ken “heslin
over the intelligence of the gencr 1 public who have certainly cllowed them-
selves to be conned by the present govermment over the past twelve years into
thinting they hed a real govermment (for the people and by the people and all
that Jjazz), Still I must say that I've been very impressed with the
generzl thinking of the younpsters (mokes me sound about fifty) that I teach
at school, ¥ow this is no grammer school; I teach children that society
classes as failures because they were unable to measure up to vwhat society hes
defined as intelligence zt the age of eleven, Top brains of the country they
may not be, but they are iutecrested in the world cround them, in politics, in
foreign offairs; they are tclerent in the main of new ideas tnd other people's
opinions; they are mature in a r ither worldly sense and can express themselves
guite articulately sbout subjects other theon vomen, money and Tootball, though
these things are still important to them, I can't sec them as the dull
generzl public #s you picture them,

4is for your feeling that the present goverrment would be better in
pover then the Lebowr sHadow cabinet, I can only hold up my hends in horror,
Dear flec end his crew have shown during their adwmittedly brief period of
office that they wouldn't know a policy if it Jumped up and hit thew in the
face. Where oare all these reforms you wention which the Tories have been
egped into by the opposition? T heven't seen cay. Come to think of it, I
can't think of enything any of the Tory governnents during the past twelve
years have done that I can look bick on and soy, "Well, at least they passed
such and sweh a bill, that was a good thing £ r the country.” £11 I can
remember them for are the various Heshes and sesndals, the rise in cost of
living, the growth »f pambling and property speculation, the risc’ in prices
of 211 property, tnd, of ccurse, Honry Brooke. You mey be right in your
-estimete of Georpe Brovm, I hove little sympathy for him myself; but I think
Wilson is goinpg to make &n excellent Prime rinister. I can't sece them trying
to do too much in one go; they'rc economists, they're going to be able to judge
vhat the country can afford. They've pot some excellent men from vhom:. they can



choose their cabinet. If I really
thought that the Tories wouwld get in
again at the next election, after tneir

{Jff””"-iﬁM‘~vus§,ﬂ pest record, I think I'd emigrate,
f (?ﬁgQ I enjoyed %illis's brief traval-
~-ﬁ} 23 o 63' - orue but wasn't knocked out by it. I
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simply appesling to the lowest comuion
denominator, Give the public snother
expose of the vice rings in Soho, another
story of how someone watched millions of
his fellow vrisoners die, with o few
viiippings, a couple of weird swrgicsal
operations throvn in for titillation, snd they say it couldn’t hoppen here!
I'm sorry Jhim found London so depressine though., lany of his sentiments I
share on this, however, It is a cold and friendless place sometimes, I have
to admit that I'm ready to leave now.

I con't share Idke Ioorcock's dismissel of actors as an unintellipent
breed; many of them show 2 preat decl of intellipgence in tueir performarces,
w08t of the new group of young actors that have arisen In this country over the
past few years have shown real care mnd thought in their performances: ilbert
Finney, Pcter 0'Toole and Tom Cowrtency for exanple. 1 agree with him about
Sellers thoush; he completely ruined Strancelove for me.

£11 ripht, "Sirens of Titan" isn't as good o book as "Catch 22" — come
to that, how many books are? It's still one of the few books in the figld of
sf' that has made me 1 uph, I feel idke is taking it too seriously; the whole
thing i1s one gigontic spoof on the sf novel and hubenity itself, The recson
siven for the whole of wman's propress on this planet is enough to endear the
book tc me for ever, .

tweh as I enjoy “esterns as films, I con't share Ion Peters' mreat
interest in the backgrounds and the true fucts of the old West, I wmuch prefer
the Yest of the cinema which has developed into & kind of mytholopy, much as
the age of chivalry did; in fact, there's orobably a great deal of similarity
between them, It's probaebly why I enjoy them both 50 wmuch, although I know
they are both false as cen be. The Western, if you like, is @ kind of new
folk opera, full of cliches and blatznt tomperings with history, but nonetheless
excitins for all that, I don't think there is any kind of film that sives me
cuite the kick that a really vell moede ¥estern does. Like "Shene", "The rasnif-
icent Seven" and "Gunfisht at OK Corral”. I'm a little boy at heart, still.
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5id Birchby, 40 Parrs “ood Av., Didsbwry, K/C 20.,

It's difficult to know where
to start commenting on a spinge of such srossness, 1 am charmed by 2 remark in
Charles Smith's con report. "Someone came rushing past me screaming that Charles
Platt had been sick as if this was creat news," Such a sentence sums up comp-
letely a certain aspect of every convention that has ever been, The air of
screeming meemie-ness that seems to prip every fan at some stage of his career,
Me too, of course, It's nc. that I'm being snide sbout it., I've done my share
of rushing up and down corridors in nameless hotels, I don't pretend to be
better than Chorles Platt. +ust older.

For example, last month I was in London on an overnight visit and
decided to have bed and brealfast at the Bomnington Hotel, Southawpton Row, It
was at this hotel that the 1952 (I think) con was held.,.yes, the one with the
roof party. It wes in the kog there that I found myself standing next to "New
Vorlds" author "ilan Barclay” and realised that he had been one of my lecturers
for three years at University. It was in the lounge at that hotel that L, Ron
Hubbard, then on the run frowm the States over alimony, I was told, made his
first end last appesrance, very reluctantly, as a coin attendee, In fact,
fannish history was made there, But nowedeys, the place has changed., They
charged me, bighod, 52/6d for B&B. Vhat is wore, they wanted me to pay in
advance, Do you think they knew me?

However, please don'‘t think that I despise Charles Platt, From what I
saw ¢f him at Peterboroush he seemed a very earnest young men who had taken the
troudle to think constructively sbout sf, One does not have to agree with him,
but at least he has shovm the effart,

imone the many other pood things in this spinge ( a pair ofspinges?) is
kike licorcock on books, films ete., Solely on his rave review, I went out toni~ht
to the local iibrory and borrowed "Catch 22," (You don't expect me to buy a
copy werely on his recommendation, do you?) I also sot out two Heinlein
juveniles, "Time for the Sters” and "Red Plauvet", seeing that Heinlein was
filed next to Heller. Between the three of them, I consider that I have hedged
my bets adeguately.

Beryl Henley, 59 The Fearni.gs, Crabbs Cross, Redditch, Wores.,

Regarding what
you said in "Sitdovm" about new fans ond zines, I was at Ken's last Sundey, and
this topic cropped up in conversation {conversation she calls it! Hal!) between
Ken, Rog Peyton, kike Hirgs and myself, It occwr .¢ to me that I'm in a
somevhat unique position as re-erds tois metter. J'm J8 and have been reading
sf, on and.off, for sbout 20 years. This mezkes me something of a veteran,
possibly to be classed with the older inmates of fandom. On the other hand, I
Gidn't discover Tandom (sob!) until last yesr and have plunped in enthusiastic-
ally. This seems to make me, also, some kind of neofan, actually, I do feel
like a kind of halfway house, and can see both sides of the matter,

lang Jones says, in his conrep; "However, there seemed te be a strong
sercon elament at this con, which was large erourh to be disturbing, to me, at
least, By sercon, I mean the "science fiction is all" type. Raybe if things



keep their vresent direction we shall sec a split between the two rroups.”" Vhy
the hell should there be a split? Isn't fandom supposed to be bip enouch to
hold both types of fan? :ny why should Len=z have found it "disturbing”?

If a fan wants to talk sf with we I'11l tall: sf, Won't I Charles Platt?
If zomebody wants to talk l'orse mytholcry, I can cope with that too, Cen't I
Ken? =&zrchie? ./nd war time aircraft - eh, Tony? TFop music and ceneral maddery -
scuashed any sood Beatles lately, Iary? Television - will somebody kindly fish
Roy ¥ay outa the iersey? ly last letter wasn't that bad, surely? Philosophy,
Cherles? Herry? Pigs 'n' unicorns, Jylia? -

That is wore important is that I find T can learn somethine from every-
body I meet in fandom, The day I decide that there's nothing left to learn, I
nicht as well po and pown myself - then lose the ticket,

nyvay, I tend to agree with what you say about the responsibility or the
new BSF.. officers, I1'm not one of them, but I am a memter of the Brum sroup, and
enythine I can do to mesh the two fections, I1'1l do.

Ken: of course you're a crank, luv! You surmed it up yourself last
ZJunday: I said, "Just how peculiszr am I?" and you replied, "Fot very, by
fandom's standards. By mundenity's stendards, though, you're way out on your
own!" REN'T WE ALL? Would we be in fandom if we weren't? WVe'! mind, Hove a
lock round at the self stylei "normzl" people. Isn't it nice to be a crank?
Iy sister recently told a friend of hers that I'm "plump and petty”". Vhich is
the best 5 word description I've ever heard of myself!

1

I think I'1l skate pracefully over rike &oorcock s bit, Idike turns up
larper than life in everybody's conreps - so wmuch so that I now have the weird
feeling that he isn't real at 211, (:re you, sike?) However, if he is a
fiement of somebody's (powerful? Lurid? parznoiac?) imacination, mey I congrat-
ulate the sclipsist concerned? You Have Done i Grand Job!

.rchie's conrep: referrine to the
Brumies, he says, ".nd some of the best
ones, I hear, didn't turn up at all." He
means US Girls, of course; DMarreret,

NOBIDY  1arouad TOULH Janet, bow nicely with me to the nice man!
He'll retract in o huwrry in his next conrep
Y VA Y MDD 3 i
N2 of course...snisrer,,.FRUL in '65!
bg 4\’\\\ WLTIA /A
06\ \\ N\ ZARGE I also asree with, "If an sf yarn
) \ POE entertains me - which is all I ask of it -
ﬂ}a\ —é that's cuite enough." The converse avplies
A K ey here, toco ~ if I don't like an sf story, I
: ) 9$ don't care how meny people have lauded it

S s to the skies, or who such people are,

~y e

N {f'& THEY See, srechie - I have got 2 mind of

W/ ? my own an all. "Nobody else would touch it

¥ with a barpe-pole" - so who needs barpge-
poles? It takes a mind to touch a mind,

surely?



Ron bennett: Pete Leston will probably clobber me for this, but I'll
soy it snyway, "Zerith" vics scheduled as a one shot znd nothing else. Then the
first issue came out, it was so well received that Pete found himself involved in
gebting out a second iszue zlmost before he realised it, rom being a strictly
individual platforwm, "Zenith" turned into the official zine of tne BSFG almost
overnight, ™hich is & bit irenic, beczuse now, zo few of us hzve time to
contribute to it!

what I'm getting at is - to erib from Stinker rawrdoch - it would seem
that "Zenith" Filled £ TLone-TFelt Want, TIt's my puess that the seame applies to
the Plattzine "Beyond", though I don’t know as much about that, It sticks oub
& mile that if fans didn't want t is kind of zine, they wouldn t be as popular
as they ere, in fact, they'd probably have folded by now.

I read vwhat Jhim Limiood said about them - he sounded like a tired old
cynic, but, not having met Jhim persecnally, I'll reserve Jjudpgement. In my
experience, anyway, occasional l'ew Prooms are a damn good thine, They stovn the
01d Brooms from stacnating into becoming tired old cynics. (Domu with inertie,,
let's try apathy instezd!)

Seth Johnson: don't worry too much about the neofaneds ~ not these
verticular two, ar;vwny. They're both pretty stubborn; criticism only tends to
make 'em dig in their heels and press on re:ardless,

L TEAY WHAT YOV LIRE T iSNT
77"\}}\ EASY 10 DIGC YOUR HEELS
’5@, 7 ]\\ IM A2 PRESS 0”/\/

- ~/ W REGARDULESS

/'9\/*) | \

M(7L

T ¥
f~’]l)

)/

£len Burns, Goldspink House, Goluspink Lane, MNewcastle-uporn-Tyne 2,

I venture
vo think that occasionelly pros write an experimental story, not to try out &
new idea, but to see what they can get avmy with on the gullible public - to
feel out the market., This is why I dissgree with 2 lot of people resarding
the Elric stories. ILet's be honcst, Fritz Leiber did a more professional job
with his Fafhrd and the iouser than idke did with Elric and koonglum., Bub,
whereas Leiber's been writing for years, like ls compar:tively new to the scene
and accordingly I like Biric because it's an honest effort to tell an advent-
ure story, I look foward to Elric or its equivalent in years to cone,

The plece de resistance in this issue vas obviously "Barth is Womb
Enourh". Tt contains a 1ot a truth, I remember & story in "'STOUIDIIG" many
years ceo that was based on the fact that there wes one puy left on Earth,

He made for the sea.and dropped in so that his body vould corrupt amd leave
life. It ends "and his dead cyes luoked un at the constellations that vwould
not take on their familiar shaves for another million million years,"



Foorcock's report I note, though I teke issue with him about his easy
dismissal of "Sirens of Titan", I thousht it was far and sway more amusing
than "Player Pizno", Vonneput's attitude could only be appreciated by peovle
viro laugh at Grock trying to push & massive piano to a stool rzther than move
the stool to the viano., I suppose you could ccll it divine impracticability -
or something,

......

One word covers the size, duping,
paper and cover stock - F/BULOUS! You heve a superlative job 211 round.

Sitdown, I felt rather hurt at the implicotion that the BSF.S hsdn't
been doing its job, Tor my own part, I doubled as secretary and editor of
"Vector" in my first years, piloted (and produced) the Few Worlds Checklist
along, with Eric Bentcliffe, vot the Galaxy Checklist organised and onto steicil
for which I got no credit at 211, even the intre letter from H. L, Gold
went missing, 1 also served furtner terms as Vice Chairman and Cheirman at a
time when the library folded and nad to be found a new home. I helped
orpanise the Doc Veir ~ward, the Round Robins, the -elcomitiee, etc etc ete,
11l this is my trumpet, and all ex committee members could write similer
credits, as you both know, So, in view of the fact that we were &1l more or
less pushed into these jobs because no one else wanted them (or viould do
them) I feel as I said before, rather hurt that 211 ve rot was adverse
criticism,

Ls for peovle vho tell you what to print «nd what to do - nuts to 'em,
In my book = fened should orint what {and how) he wants within the normal
limits of decency, If you wouldn't use a certain word (as elsewhere in 1S)
to your girl friend, then don't use it in a fanzine - but, there asain, that
is just ny ovm preference,

I thorourhly enjoyed the sundry conreps., iuch more than the contemp-
orary - snd ill tempered - Platt report, Only two items in the conreps
struck me adversely. Friend Smith's continued reference to "Lans this" and
"Lang that".,slmost & Leng report rather than a conreport, I was also
much tigkled by his -complaining thut "amateurs" had not been spelled
correctly - and then misspcelling the wiord "spperently”. Reminds me of that
tag about people in plass houses,.,othervisc.. great report,

_Geo Yetzger, US 56367066, Mo Btry, US/iiD, Ft. $i1l, Okl-hom-, USLi.,

I've been a bit silent in the fannish scene for quite some time,
Collepge, the pursuit of it 2nd of the life wrapped around same has tapped
most of my time and interest. I still love petting 'zines in the mail, but...
I just don't set so coshwow enthused over them as I once did, Ey interests
have been pretty spread out over z lot of things.., somehow, verious smd sundry
papers and midterms, various and sundry preprant accuaintences, no rent money,
10 Tood money and a wire tsp on the telephone seem to crowd thines out of
one's 1life, The thinrg that usually rot crovided out were fanzines because
you really just couldn t ret interested and bills becouse they Just can't be
paid,



Now of course, all that is over with, I‘ow I have plenty of freedom, I
nave the secwrity of a job I won't be fired from and a stoady, asswred | income,
I am in the M'fk'n srmy in the middle of M'fk'n Mowhere doing hi'fk'n nothin'!
Bhoy, do I yearn for the cood ol¢ davs of insecurity.

I'm not sure what you expect in vmy of comment. I can tell you that
the mag LOOKS better and neater thzn I remember it doing, Raybe it is; or
meybe my wind is crocgled, The zrmy does that to you, MAlyears of college and
then, in a few months I'm o pibberine moron, I have paticnce so it vrobably
won't be until mauy more months that I become & gibberinc alcoholic moron like
most cveryone else here., Some people come in that woy., Oklzhema is the tlace
to do it. It's nothing,.flat dirt 211 the way from u» in Kansas to the Gulf,
and that takes in Texas. The tovm outside the post cates is supposed tc te the
third larpest in the state. Really it's a small hick tovm., It's hard to find
anythine that isn't a basic. Certain books and magazines I find unkoown here,..
cood movies are nonexistent, The first time I saw this town was at midnicht
and pawddamned iffin it didn't look like Tijusna, Fex, All garish lights wnd
bars and drunk sojurs and uply broads, Hideous, Since I have been in this
state I have not seen one really goodlooking, sintellating, wowman, The broads
you're most likely to weet are "bar-maids" and sre dovmrisht ugly and know
nothing exceot elephant jokes. Nuite hcrrible, They water the beer herc and
have funny laws recardins its sale. [ think the people are watered down too.
I have never seen so W.ny tired, pale looking women before., I'm losing uy
taste for beer ouickly. I've been drunk only once in the 8 months I've been
in. .nd again, the women sre disgusting, This's like celibscy. after L4:
years in Collese I hcwve a job that reocuires not much more than being able to
read the alphabet (I'm a file clerk),

So I lcad a minute existence, I read voraciously., I have read damn
near every sf book in their library, even if I know the story practically by
heart already. I buy pb's by the ton and disest'm at a couple a day sometimes,
But I'm lethorpic, or however you spell lazy, I don't feel like doing o goddamn
thing, mostly since sumer is here and it's too hot to think even, I was doing
some artwork but I just lost interest, I boupht a rifle but'm too lazy to
gather up a bunch of beer znd wine bottles to shoot at.

..bout the enly thing I do is to write a few letters here and there.
Sometimes, abt vork, I'm not at ¢11 busy, so I roll a sheet of paper in, usually
of I some form or other, =nd type out & lctter, tryins to keep track of the
people in my iemediate-scene-that was back .in California, It zin't easy, Some
only vrite occasionally, some not at all and one or two fairly recular. They
sre mostly in the vrocess of disappearing. There von't be much of anyone left
after two years,

T..ybe the lettercol will give some inspiration for comment? Likc things
like abortions, I suppose there is o bit of a difference in abortions as ycu
say "beckstreet abortions" in London versus "how to get an sbortion if you're
in California", I have heard of veople contracting something efter an
abortion. The case I'm thinking of had inflemmation and swelling of veins on
the insides of the thighs near the cxcteh, The doctor could tell with only one
look that the girl had had an abortion recently, I have heard of people just
plain petting screwed up to the point where they ncver do have any children.
Usually this results from operations taken in Mexico where you can get an
abortion for any price. So it's not in the abortionist's interest to perform



2 sloppy operation? Frugh, If he doesu’'t think he's getting paid enuf he's
Just going %o run thru it and bring on the next customer, If you get took
there's not a hellova lot you can do about it., One girl I 'mew went down and
couldn't locate the abortionist recommended to her, So she took another who
tried to charpe more. They didn't have the woney so he (I believe) trimmed off
a few edpes, ‘Jnyway, the girl woke up before he had started, ‘Vhatever he'd
given her didn't cuite work. Instead she hed hallucinations of a fashion,,.
she sat wp and saw a’l these instruments shicking out of her and tried to pull
them out, £ frieand and the doctor hed to flatten her out to get on with it.
She had a1l sorts of delusions about what they were doing to her. She could
feel nothing but could hear scraping noises., She has sworn off THZL'T, The
after effects here were mostly mental., “nother chick T know had an operation
several years apo and has hed a tremendous fezr of doctors ever since, She was
a bit screwed up anyway so you didn't notice much, ¥When I knew her she was
using Enovids, the birth control tablet, which works cuite well if you aren't
allergic to it or if you don’t forpet to take it once in a while, Breaking the
schedule sometimes is pretty disastrous, She broke it., liainly she took the
pill in the mornings,.well, she is very hard to wake up. Very, I lived with
her for 7 months steady and she could sleep through damn near :nything, Ergo,
there were skipped pericds. ot sticking to the schedule seemed to make her
wore fertile. She got knocked up again. This time she was afraid o go to a
dcctor for an abortion. She went on and had the kid, She arranged with an
adoption agency to take comtrol of the child, 4 family was preselected so

that they c uld take the child into the home as soon as it had been removed
from the hospital, The whole pregnancy period was terrible cn the nerves. She
had, of course, unusuel cravings. If it wasn't too fzr into the wee hours I'd
go dovmstairs to where some 0ld roommates of mine lived (we were once an embryo
motor cycle gang) :nd get them and we'd fire up the motorcycles and see if we
could find dates or fiss or, most commonly, chocolete cream pie,

After a fashion, I suppose it was cuite humowrous, but it was guite a
tear on the nerves. She had the baby towards the end of the sumer., She was a
little late, by about a week, I had been spending thc summer on the road and
on the Indian sccne up in Fevada and I hitch hiked into town thinking it'd be
o1l over, It was not, I arrived just in time to go to the hospital with her.
They- stuck me in the waiting-room with all the reajl-live dadgdies, the kind who
peced and worried and chainsmoked and made phonecalls, I sat around with my
feet up on the Good Housekeeping magszines and wove Codseyes vwrith some lexican
yarn, The doctor who attended her was pretiy cool, :Ie had her give birth under
hypnosis, It took 15 minutes. She was rcemarkably healthy and vas out after 2
days. 1t was a catholic hospital and was not prepared for the way we decorated
her room with vrs and sundry Indian things hanging from everything. The nuns
thought it was cuite cute, They also thought it was anti-Christ., However..,
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Yhen she was out and everyone was rejoicing ol' Uncle George (Pappa-san)
was off to Nevzda zgain, He comes back, Idiot chick was pregnant again in
remarkably swift time, She goes beck to the doctor, He is about to give up,
However he supplies her with some pills. The effect they have is to induwce
labour - contractiors of the uterus, . Jdo-it-at-home sbortion, The night she
toolr them there was auite 2 crowd over, guitars and wine, everyone crowded around
to keep her company. “e read Winnie the Tooh to-her in shifts (between spasms).
It worked gquite neatly and a d:y later, after resting, she was back at her Jjob.

It's a bit ironic, but when she became presnant (and didn't get an sbort-
ion) she was part of a committee trying to get abortion laws changed in Calif,
The committee was trying to get laws passed so that sbortions could be had under
certain circumstances,..cases of rape, welfare cases where one more is just too
damn many, I forget them 211, The TV and press didan't give them too good a
time, TV was worst, as I recsll, The could interview someone, have them state
their case and then turn round and wmisstate the whole thing, .nyway, it was
rather humorous for us to uote thot during the major part of the campaign this
friend of ours was quite pregnant,

I suppose too, I could mubtter something sbout sex, pornography zid the

crudely vrittenn variety of the same which floods newsstands in marny places
(like bus stations). These cheaply produced pbs sre cuite prominent arcund an
army base, dammit, -ostly they are pathetically fumny, Tut some pecple even
have trouble reading them, Get some pretty clod-type people in a big pot like
the army., If you spend three years in the services you probably know what types
can be found, The average dull clod is pretty exasperating, I'm surrounded by
thousands of them, The main subjects of conversation are drinking and Doing It.
It's all quite another world, very distinct and removed from the real world.
The real world to we is something I've lost znd om never going to quite recover
zgain, I suppose that once I'm OUT and have time and distance between the army
and we it will secem more like a great joke, something to laugh about, But now
it's a pretty stupid Jjoke, Vhile worse things could happen to me they did not,
so this is the worst thing I have to bitch about.

Yesterday I wes sitting with an acquaintance and BSing, He was a Ranger
once, Rangers so sround” making commendo-type raids and suchlike. Thoush all the
raids J've ever heard about from hitn were on iarine harricks to steak Jjockstreps
from officers and raids on the Mavy sinking a ship at the pier. However, all
this training seems to be going to a lucrative end. Our army doesn't pay much,
nor does any real army, but there are other "armies". This fellow “ms telling
me how several old renger friends of his had hired out as mercenwries, if that
vord still apolies. Yow they raid Cuba, They went off to Yukatan and are pzid
.2 cowpla hundred a week and something like a bonus-of Z500 a reid, Supposedly,
they are readying ripht now, Fow that I think of it, a friend of mine about 5
or 6 years a~o, an ex marine vet of !orea had remarked how guys once they got
out of the war felt so completely lost they hired out to the hichest bidder in S,
fmerica, I dunno if it's something left of romanticism and poshwow movies 'r
what, rostly it's just a way of life,

I'11 tell you about MNevada and the injun scene there. ot thet there's
a lot of injuns in it, but it's a way of life, & different kind of G.FIi. To
illustrate: the only people in Nevada who live in tipis are whitemen, The onec
I met were principally up from .rizona and very much up in the ways of the
Indian, They were cuite wrepped up in Indian art, mythology, beliefs and



philosophy. Theyv hed a swall tipi as they're only a small family (with a i
yeer olé child). Vhen the child was oaly a few months old it took terribly
sick and they took it to the whiteman's hospitcl in Tuscon, There they took
the water drum and the rattles and sat upon the cold antiseptic floors and gave
chants and sang rituel songs and gave invocations until the child passed out of
danger, .nd there's a second clder femily, also up frow frizona, They have a
larger tipi, meinly for sleeping in, They have tables scattered around their
hill in various places, one for each weal, location depending upon where the
sun is. Their kids are well into school age ené have known little else but
this,

I just heard that the chick I was writing about » few paragraphs back
Just got married, Which would explain why I haven't heard from her, and probd-
ably won't., & couple of my friends in the office, about the only guys 1 get along
viith, menaged to pet sent overseas, by the narrowest of wmargins, They thought
they were going to Germany but it appears they are going to Sweden., It is an
artillery group of around 40 men, 30 are officers, %Yhat they are doing in &
neutral country I dumio. Won't know for certain till they get there and virite
me. Then we'll both know, But I think they've hit a pretty good thing, I
realise, too, that if I h:dn't been so lethargic I might have wrangled my way
over too, 4s it is, I'm stuck in this miserable spot with some of the most
ignorant assholes in the world. .mnd all the o0ld friends back on my old scene
are vanishing of f more and more. Two people write,..and that's about all. I
cen't admit any great writing sprees myself, not really. Zverything here's
too,...well, you just don't feel like doing shit,
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fete Singleton, Ward 2, ¥hittinpham Hospital, Preston, Lancs, ,

At the risk of
sounding two-faced, I feel disposed to support your opinion regarding sercon
fanzines even though I admit to being thoroupghly guilty of semding what can
only be described as vords of praise and encouragement to this sercon-fixated
New Blood of Fandom, You see, in spite of wy fondness for faanish fnz, I also
wznage to find "Beyond" and "Zenith" enjoyable to some extent and both of these
actually contain enterteining smateur sf - a feat I would have considered
impossible prior to the advent of the New Wave. This does not mean that I am
comparing this amateur sf favourably with the pro veriety! The attitude of the
ignorant neo who actively dislikes foanishness z2nd dismisses it out of hend never
fails to irritate me. DNeos should realise that it takes a bit more that a
swift glarce to absorb and be in a position to comment on the various aspects
of fandow. I had the sense to realise this without having to be told when I first



came into contact with fandom snd my first fanzine ("Orion" 2) at the age of
thirteen,

4t the same time, one can't help but have severe misgivings when o
seasoned feaan flares up at the slightest hint of a sercon neozine, I find thet.
both extreme attitudes are very distorted, =nd equally so when viewed obJect-
ively, 4£s I can account for the neo's attitude as being due to inexverience
and a failuwre to rezlise his inexperience, it seems to me that the wrathful
attitude of certain established fans towards these new wavers is merely the
result of intolercnce, They should be patient and give the neos a chance to
see the light.

Wil's "A Doy in San Irancisco” gets my vote for the best item in tie
issue, This is one of the most polished items I've ever read within the pages
of a fanzine, %clt's impression of San Froncisco (and my impression of Walt's
article) were heartily bscked up by a Staff Nurse who has spent two years in
Californisa,

The illo on the opposite page to the tzil end of the Willis piece is
very disconcerting beczuse tiie vampire, apart from the fangs, looks exactly
like one of my favourite pop singers - Jerry Lee Lewis!

——— —— - -

After seeing this copy of
IS my only regret is that I haven't been a regular resder before,

/1though Jhim Limwood is criticised strongly and often (end from the
smell amount of his work I've read I've tended to zpree with the criticism)
his column in LS 13 wes for the most pert well-reasoned, =nd not at all
deserving the Kind of comments he usually gets thrown at him,

"Barth is Womb Bnough"? Swrely /rchie doesn't indulpe in fantasies
vhere he takes every feiale in the world to bed - in the meantime disposing of
all competition?

IMike «oorcock seems to have an intense dislike for Peter Sellers,,,
"undoubtedly one of the most unintelligent actors in a profession not noted
for its braimpower." Surely this extremely versatile actor is one of the best
things to happen to the British Cimema in vears., Admittedly his portrayal of
Mandrake was a bit pathetic in places, but in his parts as Stranpelove and the
President, he does a brilliant job. I went to see the film on the first
Sunday it was shovm in Liverpool - &nd viewed it as < comedy with serious
unéertones - not the other way rouné. The sudience on this occasion found the
film mooerately amusing, but when I went to see it apain on the following
Thursday (yes, I thought the £ilm was that sood!) the auvdience hardly ever
laughed - they seemed to be toking the film much too seriously. Were the Jokes
too subtle for most people, or have I got a weird sense of humowr? Tt may be
the latter, because while loorcock was "terrified” by “"The Day of the Triffids",
I thoupht it was the bigpest helping of (censored) the film industry has ever
shovelled out at the eineme-poing public, I just couldn't help lauchine at
the absurdity of the film, vhareas the originzl novel at least gave a few
believable reasons for the growth znd spread of the plants/:nim:ls/things.




Seth Johnson, 339 Stiles St., Vaux Hall, I.J. 07088, US/.,

It seems to be a
feanish tradition vhen writine about & convention to say absolutely nothing ab-
out the vublic events and offerinecs at the con. Yet the articles on room
varties, the train and tram journeys and meectings in cefeterias, railway buffets
sxnd the cuisine at locel Chinese Restaurants are of little interest te any but
those who know the nemes dropped in that porticulsr article, Yet there wmust be
so meny fans, especiolly those who cannot attend cons who would be just fascin-
ated to know who spoke cnd what they said rather th':n a blow by blow description
of a drinking bout that possibly only hcppened in the author's imaginction.

I'1]l apree vith the editorisl comment on my last letter that fenzines
might pet rether dull were my advice to ro eosy on neofans G keep criticism
construciive =nd so forth strictly cobserved. But zt the same time it might not
be a bsd idee to soft pedal this criticism of neos till they have at least
crown wings and learned some of the orotocol of fanning,

I was really impressed with the dissertation on the .merind. However,
if Zritain had held on to her colonies over here T suspect we vould still be
confined to this side of the :ppalechisn lountains with vossibly a series of
trzding posts scattered over the rest of the continent for furs anmd the like.
You viould never hzve seen any kind of an industricl power emcrse in :orth
.merica uwnder the 0ld British colonisl policy.

‘or those Britons who plan to visit the Few York Vorlds Foir I will
Fuex ntee one thine - SRE FEIT, Tell them to come equipped with hesvy
shoes and heavy socks snd possibly even pack 2 change of stockings in their
pockets, ilso brinss lots of money, uieals run from %3.50 up and up and up,
Prankfurters on roll the fmerican nztional dish is 35 to 40 d Transportation
runs from 25¢'to five dollars and is vastly overpriced, It's the traller cars
with white pennants that ride for 25¢ by the woy., Ride no other +ill you learn
vhat you're cettin® into,

fctuclly most of the nationsl exhibitioms ot the fair resemble depart-
ment stores r ther L thar. revresenting the culure and followays of the
nztion represented. && Isn © thet because the foir is not 'official! and is
thus not swoported by povermments, only by commcrecial intercsts?es Javan for
instance has & wost macnificent display of tiny Lransistor television sets
zbout the size of = cirer box. I don't Xknow what thev sell for but they are
certainly the smtllest thines I've seen in the way of television sets,
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Dr, Antonmio Dupla, Po, ® 5, Agustin Zarzgoza, Sozin,

I very much enjoyed
the Szn Frarciscsin chapter of Willis's trevels, but it seews to me thet
the publishing of his wemoirs is following & rather leberinthic wey between
this end that fanzine., 1It's coinz to be very difficult to coliect all the
instalments, if not impossible,

This is only the second article by Jhim Limwocod thet I've read =nd
I found him violent but 101l of interesti:c opinions; readeble to the
highest depree and with 2 toush of good writing, Only, I ask him, if
possible, to further develop his idess ebout the obsession of the kedievsl
Church with sex., I don't follow this s clearly as Jhim,

Ian Peters deserves & special comment. 1t is true that veses es
daxk as this can ke found in zll history and surely both your and my
countries heve skcletons just as bad in their cwboards, But, this aside,
this article is one of the best thines I've ever read - in anv fanzine,

ohn Heuri Holmbere, Forrskoosvacen 8, Stockholm k, Sweden,

——— - —- --— ..

Eddie’s two illos
zre very gocd, especially the hesdins for Jhim's column, 1 presume the fzce
on the lefi is Jhim Liwwood's and the fece on the ripht must be Charles Platt's,
I think Jhim is one of the very best columnists ot the moment,

I couldn't disagree more with Leon Collins. I think fans know as much
sbout wost subjects zs Go otner people, end I Gon't understand why faas
shouldn't discuss everwvthing thet interests thewm in fauzines, Ieither
cen I understand vhy fans should vwrite, telk and discuss nothinec but sf - zny
huvzn who thinks of nothing but one siungle subject is bound to ke rather
restricted znd one sided,

I don't think si wes ever 'out of fendom', but there can conversely be
too much of it, If one wents to read sf, one can easily rezd ¢ prozine vhere
the guality is about five hundred times better than finzine sf,

I was never tziken sside by s« watwe fen and told the folden rules of
fammanship yet I hove lemrned to like fanishress, I read z 'feamish' foncine
like LS much more entnusiasticeslly that I re:zd most 'serious constructive®
fanzines, They hove sz habit of coing pretty dull, =2fter sone time, is
woulé fandom as Leon Collins eavisages it....I can see it now, .. "Dr Harbottle
is here today, centlecwen, to resd us bis latest dissertation on the 1938
issues of Amazing Stories." I wouldn't like to be a fen then =nd neither
woulé I like to se=z the fangzines which vill be 'directly influenced by prof-
essionel wmarezzines' beczuse I think they would be oretty bed, vith no
personality end with rothine but dull and/or bad stories by neos who can't
eet published professicnzly and thus sa.nd their rejected stories to fznzines,

Jin Cewthorn "I was rether disappointed that avyone who can ecuate the

practices of ldss Keeler and uher sister professionals with
{cuote) 'nztursl and healthy recreation' should flinch, however fleetincly,
from the prospect of venrerisl disesase, What, after 211, do we pay our
¥ational Health contributions for?" (Gsteshezd)

-
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Ron Bemnett "4 brief word on the michty bulky weicht of IS. Ve are now

repairing the hallway floor just beneath the letterbox, 4t one
time I used to read fanzines over breskfast, The sheer size of this issue has
caused me to swear off breskfests, Hand pzinted covers, yet, and reproduct-
ions of conbooklet artwork. Good copies they were, too. 4lmost as if you'd
got hold of the original stencils,...

"The con reports were good and I did want to say z syecial word about
the one of desr old Charlie, even thouch his spelling at times does make me
think that nis beard c¢ot caught uvp in his typewriter keys. I have been urder
the impression thet the con was the worst I've attended all year, 4Ah, this
vas a terrific revort, length, detalled, spirited and one that recaptured the
good old days of the Kettlecons. +ih, excuse we while I cry in my shandy and
soend a little time recepturing the old glories of yed eryear and all that
must, But seriously this was a great report, with the convention atmosphere
recreated at its best." (Harrogpate)

Betty Kujawse  %So you had WiWeber for = wvisit. I ask you, isn't he the

nicest coyuy in fandom? He is one hell of ¢ fine person, who
did a2nd does so much for so many without any expectation or desire of recog-
nition or glecry.. He's z great addition to fandom,..would we had more like
him everywhere, He's excellent company., -t the Westercon last July, bless
him, he spent an amazing zmount of his time in wy cowpany (voluntary, mind
vou! ). Getting locked in the art show room for 35 howrs vhile judging was a
Joy of a time, 4nd no matter how witty or swinging sharp others can guip, ol
Wally waits t1ll its over and quietly tcps them 21l with such style. ¥y
husband Gene, thinks hiohly of Wally, =znd did from the instant he wmet him,
and Ku)j is one fine judge of men ard of charscter,.,z real shrewdie when it
come to spotting phonies and no-goodniks." (South Bend, Indiana)

Bert Hooson  "Do you really et letters like the one you guoted in STITDOVIN?
I{ really drips venom znd I feel sorry for vhoever wrote it,
He must be on the verpe of suicide or something. 4£s it deserves nothing more



then throwing on the fire, I'1ll say no more about it, //Chaerlie Smith's

report deserves special mention, I felt as if I were there with him avj2ring

it too, I hope this is the first of meny contributuions in the same vein,"
(Ashton-u-Lyne)

Mlan Rispin "This issue of spinge is the best fanzine I've had in my hands

for vears, It came like a breath of freshness into the corny
routine here, and I've r#ad every word! It was great reading Welt's report,
and if he can wzke me homesick for somewhere I've never been to, I'm afraid
other praise is useless, // Charlic Smith has been hiding his talent behind
that (clip?! clip!) fungus, and I'm very glad to state that his report was
second only to Walt's, He evoked the right imapges and put his own personality
across in great style.,.can't happen apain thoush,,.only a first con has this
effect, if you can stand the pace. Great lettercol, Vho's Leon Collins
trying to kid, he ought to meet 'The New Wave' (or Ripple) and see what they
can say ebout sf!" (Newcostle)

Juliz Stone "The name Les Spinge does not appeal to me one little bit., It
hardly seems fair to call enything that, It's not a nice sound
at 211, nor is it very easy to roll off the tongue. I wuch prefer a name
like "Typotrath" or "Opex". // I've never read before anything like frchie
iwercer's "Earth is Womb Enough"”, Utter rot that's what it is, ‘ind it's
not even sf reelly is it? Jhim's column is true to life, Half the time
Sunday newspapers are filled with scandal 2nd such like, In fect, it is
rezlly & bit of a gigele because it is quite possible to read on one page
thet the peper is ell for the stopping of filthy books, cards etc coming
into this country and corrupting young children's minds and suwhlike, Then
over the page they try to cram in as much sordid scandal as they can, "
{(Chipping Norton)

Ken ¥eIntyre  "Thanks for the two halves of your excellent zine LS, It was

quite a surprise to receive these and althoupgh I'd seen you
reviewed several times, never until now had I experienced the pleasure of
such an adult production, // Charlie Smith, eh? TIt's pretty obvious that
he was a2t the con, but I cammot recall heving met him, islthourh that's not
so strange because I don't remember meeting lot of people that I knew were
there - the new groups, for instance, and one,can't or isn't inclined to
nake the acquaintance of so many. Then there’s the bar in my case, Usually
if I happen to run into similer type charscters to myself - y'know, boozy
types, well then, we just naturally trickle towvmards the bar, and, well,
trickle!"

Doreen Parker "I liked Archie Mercer's article on the Con. 1It's amazing
hovi good he is at pgiving pen portraits of people. I feel sure
I could recognise 2ll the members he mentioned when next I meet them, I
didn't enjoy the other conrep, mzinly because of the reference to the 'vocif-
erous lady' (which was ME) and also because to read r with'c report one
vould think the only people sttending the con were frow the London Group.
There were a few of us others there! // Re. iakeuwp, W¥ill somebody please
tell fArchie that ALL women after the apge of 25 need makeup to a greater or







T wioul’ like to rewly to soue of {the comments on my last L3 article.
~hey raise soie wnoints oi con roversy which I wouléd 1like to clasrify.
Someone would wnlace the blawme on humanity rather than just Americe, T
could not let this pess, I'm afraid. The British Colonial record, in
gnite of all the current sneering anrnd denigr: tion is astonishingly good,
in my opinion. I vould éraw attention to two comparable insicnces, The
first concerns the lew Zealaprd 'aori who existved 2t a very siwilar level
of culiure. Iliere a2zain, t..e inter-racizl c¢onrlict was the resvlt of
the settlers, greedy For land, brealiing the Treaty of ‘aitarzi whicn
gave thew nermancnt ovnership of 1lz:d (hov many Amerindian tribes were
ceded their own land for "as long &s tvhe srase pgrows: only to find that
in a few years tlat such »ronises were only scravs of paper?). I guotle
3ir ‘inston Churchill. "Uhe lanc was their 1life blood." 'By woman and
lend are wen losi! van the | aori vroverbt and the older chieis realised
v at if they lost their land t:cir tribzl life ould be extinguished.
csecase.by 185%, settlers had occupied 7,000,00C acres in INorth Island..
the resull was the .zori "jars of 1843-1869.,.when the rigings were
defeated.” Dut “A series of 'aiive tand rfets, wvassed in tlie 1860's
nrotected them frowm exterminationy in 1867 they sccured direct repres-
evtation in the legislature,.."

A sobering thought - in the widst oif war, they were given direct
representation! Anr this wes only & year before Custer massacred
thae peaceful Souihern Chevenne in the dewnth of winter finallv killing
~lack Xettle who had survived the Chivington (Ynite ncke Ytice,® he said



"so don't be too fussy adovt ltilling Incdian kids.") sneak attiack on the
samne tribe under t.e protection or the American flag at Sand Creek in
1864. Bven after this atiack the tribe tried to keep the peace, On
one side we nave successful IJritish Lcts to ensure land rights and
survivel, On the other side we have constontly broken treaties and
decimation.

e other exaaple is closer te iome (for Yanks, that is):
;anada, too, hacd its tlains Indiesrs %o contend with, The Forth- "est
.ourted Telice were fcrmed zround 1870 to cowbat the troudble caused by
smerican vhisky tradexrs among the Indians. The Cypress BEills llassacr
of Blaclfeei{ by Ameiricans, bHrought the t ought of war close. Prime
s Anister Joun lacDon: 1ld created tle orce of 300 men for a vast area
of 3,000,000 sguare miles. 'The wan who really esiabdlished ti.e force
was James i:aclecd another 5cot and the second Commissioner, ke made
fricnds with bthe supsosedly intractable Blackfeset hy laying down the
{irst great rule of the lLiounties: that justice should he iwmvaxrtial for
Indian and white alike and the Indiang knew and trusted his word, He
becane Commissioner in 1875 that fateful year whea "ashunko Eitico,
the Crazy {orse of the Cgalalla Sioux stood up in his stirrup nd
shouted: "Come on, Dakotas, it's a fo00é¢ cay to diel® an? led his
warriors anzinst Custer.

Siteing BHull led his Sioux north, to the Grardmother's Zountry
vhere they cornsidered tl:iey would be safe. The warrior survivors of the
Jittle “ig i n, Hunkpapa, Ozalalla, .dinriconjula, Cheyenne crossed the
berder, desnerate and da -Zerous, "¢ have no nlace to sleep., Let us
become your children, they told Subcrintendent lfalsh, ard the touzh
1i~tle Irish iiovntie exnlained the ‘'ueen's law and deianded the return
ol thiree stolen horses. ey were returned. te are DRritish Indians,®
declared Sittins Dull, and p ocfuced his nccol of George 111 to srove
it., COne consteb’e led the 1100 sirong war perity to 2 reservetion
throuzh vountry alive with theilr hereditary enewies the Dlackfeet,

They cri. tened hin Tor S i the shi S, becem = they red lijsed
he would heve {ou ht till n died, " hy were the coais of the jounties
Red? Beczuse the Indians respected the red costs of tiie 'ritish and
deiested tie Dlue jackets of the American cavelry. £&nd so ihe peace
was kept while in ‘merica the i'lains and South- estern Indians fought
ar¢ died or sterve in the resevveiions, In | acleod!'s si: years in
comae: ¢ not one sirgle siwot was fired at an Indian.

Do 1 i:cke my 30int?

Har:y Jeruer wmaintains thet the Indians would have done the
same to the whites., hat may be €0 and of course I could list numerous
nassacres of whites by Indians, treacuerous anrd otherwise, but there
we are dealing with a socicty based on tribael warfare vhere every man
not of the tribe was an eznemy, and as I seid, in nearly every case of
first contect I can recell, the Indians were f{riendly, if awazed at the
vwnite skins. -his frierdship was virtually 21 ays taten advantage of.
Tvery little incident was tit-for-tat, but it 21l went back to the racial
nelicies of the whites aprd their greed Tor land.



Cherless Smith's comacnts wesre omusing, veryon , I t ink,
cnjoys o good estcrn, Buit ¢ dict solely of feiry tales wust poll
after ¢ time, Personclly I would have ¢ ouzht thiat o knowledge of the
historical backgroun' would have enhonced hie interest in the
mythological accretion.

cny othars wiehing Lo lecin more of
i bibliograniy.

Por untonio Dusla, ond
the asweriné I would rucomnend t

JPictoricl iistory of tune anicrinéd” by Oliver Lz PParge: .ndre Deutsch
reuaindered ot 15/~ and & hesgain. e ic n avthority on Indione and
a greet friend of present dey Indians wio has done a lot to put right
VR ONE.

“The Americen Heritoge Zook of Ircidns®: Simon and Schuster Inc at
135/—. 4 reelly Bbeautilful book, more for the conroisscur than the
general reader.

Populoxr tccounys:-

"The Long 'er Treil¥ by Louren Poine. Corgi 2/6. 4 racy, colouriul
sceount from the first londings to ti ' ounded 'nec zssacre.

"Death in the Desecrtd and "Death in the Preirie’ by Pavl I. ellmen,

Hxeciting, coloupiul, hawrowring and historically corrcct though possibly

biosed on the side of the Indians. ersonally I feel this is incvit-
eble for any sensitive vexson studying the suvject. Tiis letcr books
like "Glory, God ond Colce are wuincs of historicol dctail, vastly
wore interesting and exciting then ony tewdry cstern Fiction,

Miction:-

"No Survivors¥ by ill Henry. Corgi just reissucd at 5/-. Closcly
follows history up to the Li 1le Big Morn andé its scauels, Gives onc
the fcel of the veriody c¢oes not ignore the gnells ané crucliies but
2ls0 secs the colour, freocom and dignicy of the Pleins Indisns, His
descri tion of the cicce pment of the Greasy Grass before Custer's
etteck is woving enc un:i rgotialle.

For one vho wisbhes to Lknov ti.: mnvchelo ¥ ond spirituality of the
Plzins Indiar read 'iagle Voice by Prof. John G. Meihesdt. Ponther
3/6 1955. Besed on the livfe of ¢ ¢lose Tricnd of the avthor - Tlack
Blk, Siouvux T'oly lien who diecd in 1945.

-= Jon Petery

o
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I hed intended to wirite o very scrious column comparing my prrsonal
nhilosophy with thot of Petcr hite. '"he gist of it was to have been
thoet I an too eynical znd naive to toxcc lifc very scriously and that
Poter hite is ideclistic ond informed thus being intercsted in Scrious
Discussions aud Pressing Problcms of Qur igc. Ly conclusions would have
been that we were probadly so basicelly dissimilor tiiat we'd nover really
understand cachothur,

Eowvevers By good intentions wvere s atterced vhor I loocked over
the neteriesl) in this issue, I was oppresscd with a fecling of weighti~
ness - thc old cerifree zir is too con:incd by thesc serious itcms. I'n
not s&_ing enything cgainst these itenms, just thot they scca, to me, to be
rether frightening en-nassc;
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It dad, in fect, rather nenind we of ap unfortunetec inciden
occurcd a ey weeks ago0.

here ny friend 1ives, you see, ‘thuwre is &n olél dirt tracl En
close vroximity to the I 1  otoriay, and onc day o group of collcge
students conceived the idce of nointirg a ﬁincrsion sign with the lutent
of turning twe: idic up this lanc instwcod of onto the i 1,

aAnyioy, they wvent oif to the locol town to get some »aint and,
os luck would hove it, couldn't find 2 oox’dng placce for ticir ecocr. So
Pow jumps out by .ocolworths hilce uce others did o quick tour of ik
strccts, lic gocs into thie point departuent and wys & .couple of tinc

blue and vidite » int oné being in ¢ hurry . docsn't woity for the

istont to wrey theu.  ¢ll, =s he dashed in the dlruculon of the door

& blokc stops hiw cnd osks nim vhere ho's going. So Tow hostily exoaleins
thot he has to cote. ¢ fricnd, Thig docsnl'’t sotisfy the bloke (nd he asgks
rom vhether he's w»eid for the oe
Mom vhenhic s3aié he nad so Towm e
011, it scems that the oolwortl

of
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dAnt, or not. Hc noturally didn't beli.ve

.8 drogocd back to the paint countcr,

hs »eople are very hord on assistants

who don't wren goods, but anyvay, vhen tue atore detcetive o 't i ¢

girl if Tow had bourht the paint she locked hin sircigit i e ¢ o a
aid bhat he heda't.

Tort wos token, protesting vigoren 1., +to sec the 'arcoer lie
vesn't in so the detecetive locked wom iy his office and wert to find

the lLoanagcr.

+

As Tom stood therc alone in the office, it occured to him tho
things looked rether black ond in & svwot of panic went ceross to this

rindoiys o his Joy he sov that it onened onto ¢ low roof frow wiiich ho
covldé juup down to o court,ard, MWosconcr did he sec this and he ves
tugging thc window up....os5 luck vonld aysin hove it, 2t the vomoent the
rienager chose to return., Foor Tom st ings his L.z over and puts his aced
ard shoulders out, but buforc h. can get his othur log out the ! anager
rushes over cnd grebs iv. So thorets our Ton, hrlfwdy out of thec indow
end there's this Lenegir end store Dotoctive inside, nulling oway on ooor
Momfs leg, just like I'm pulling yours.

00 oo 0O

W 1. y2th comitncabls forbeorance, er...forbear to relzte
cther storics frou my suorc of chockers, Instead, lct us consider the

hunmble bicrcele.

Ecreowith I offer the Cheslin 1k, 1 Flarn for dcoling with the
traffic problews It%' ridiculously oluplu (like 211 =y plans) really,
21l e hove to do is ban 2ll coxrs dthin tvo milis of city ceatrecs ond nake
people commmic the roncining distance by Corporation bBike. Foy vherc onc
car could be parked you could lcav. holf & dozen hikes...ond hikes arc less
dangerous to pedesiriens, causc lcss weer and tecar to the roads, .icke no
toxic funmes or nerve siraininrg noises. cy arc algso & hcalthy forii of
travel and vould promotc the health of the Iation like no othci form of
trangport could, .owroft n oo, do Wwc scc corg troveling into = city
vith only & driver? 4&n cunty cor tokeg up 28 nuch spaece as a full onc,
bRt 2 bike has »mo Wasted spece. .., naless e allod o pd -~
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Rickshaw-1ike bicyclis woulé be alloved for mceople wwho could
svoduce ©otriple signed doctor's certificate ané for tle very young or
cged, but u.c¢ur no otihexr conditions. ''he p.oopl. tiwrovn out of vork by
the foll in car scles (wiich would ~ctunlly be rather suzll es cars iould
ntill bv uscd for intcr-city transport) could be cnployed in the eyclo
factorics on in bike sorvice stations.

Yh lightncss of the bike suz osts that it rould a¢e feesible and
guitc chicep to provide ¢ ccial ranps for bikes, ccpersated froom nedestricns
conpletcly. Also w.y not errange these rauns §0 th t the ¢yeclist could
cocst to thw outskirts of the Jrom the cerntre ard vicc-versa., YPake lLiim up
e tover by lift ondéd thon hie voulén't cven hove to poddle,

The desuty of the pler is that it necds no new fechnologicel
uan?CC, cnougll bicyecles could b wade aveilcblc ithin 2 yoor or two
o the whiold gchcile would cost o ridicnlouwzly spoll sun,

‘hen ogein, tuere are oll theose cors varked cutside the tio nmile
linit.

00 o0 OO

Dave pointed cowcithing out to wo the other doy v icli I found
rether enusing. - ike ioorcock erd Jhim Linvood hicve both been juwmped
on ~ fron 2 compcr tively clevated position - though wiriting things that
cempered to ny warblings, orc very wishy-vashy indecd. This nokes wo
wvonder thy mory pcople cdon't juop on me? (ot that I mont pcople to jump
on e, Mt I don't lile,; cither, to thirk they night thirk I'a just o
good-rnetured idiotv, In fret I'a just o peocceable soul vwio viants no'hing
bettor tien to be loft in peacc. 411 I want to do is to naticr idly whon
the whin takes ne , to noke sophisticoted sourding cynicisms pow and cgaln
but corteinly not to gct involved in discuesiors involving 'burning issucs
Anzt y i wmy veoiclhirord - if cvaeryor ¢ werce as opathetic as I o the vorld

ould be o better place. “ho would takce the trouble to hurn the ficry

oro"“° I'obody, they'd rather be at home with their fcet up, vatching
telly., ‘hec vould went to go tc¢ var? hy,; no onc for vho rould vother
to menufacturce veonons. You cantt cat the nroducts of war, can't use 2
tonk for cnything or bLuilcd houges with high cxhlosive.

Admisvedly conme things do have & pe fll usc. Atom boubs con
be used for ce.v -t oné gowe nilitory o q EortN auchl ~s RTINS
ey hove ¢ civilion usc.

rhis reuinds @3c of ¢ story in o 1954 ITVFILITY viiere clicns give
arthiecs thiis svord ond tell €2l to solve this nroblem or we'll desiroy
you. <he solution vas to beat it into o ploughshere and they had to

rcecogrisc the probl ., that the sword wes good for nothing but weor.

Somcbody (exd this dues follov on from the foregoing - if you're
not with mc, well join cll the otlers rcading diffeorent nerts of aninge)
seid t.o other day (onc of Beryl Herleoy's boys I tuink) thet us sf types
should &ll juup into o flying saucer acnd flcc tlie world. I sealicd ' at
the orly thing stopning us wags the scorcity of tronsport.



Ard T ther hed o bit of o rettor with Earyl cbout Joc Gibhoon's
Ster Flight cdv ntures in G2. Fans otill hiwve thot scnse of tonder,
you know - (vir us old «nd reogcd smociiiens - thds ves showyn, I think,
by the intercst ouopla (cek in the G2 advinturc.

ah! Isnft it grord to leook up ¢t the sters - don't you yearn
for the opnortunity of g tting Cut .herc. Do you curse the luck thot
ot youv born ¢ thouserd y«ers too soen? his, I belicve, iz one of
Ehelchidiacite Al T Tco o e dhey i U's MotS tiTN s c tual® t v a lnnis-Cosint
spoc. ships arc merce toola for ftravel, se use thew to cradle ws to sco,
heer and fccl nev expericheca. his disxit a stortlanE n&w obscrvalion =
211l I'm deseribing i the cciruc of wonder. 4hot zonec of - onder, eo
ofter stoted, s¢ often beuciled lout.

One thing tiet is porlicps overlooked. ¥rns ore norc thon just
fans -~ they ore ¢lso pooales Parn ore people vhose cense of wonder lcd
thiciy to scicnce fiction, &6 O¢hir puoplats cernsce of wonder led then o
rcad histosicel rovelg, cstrorowy or phy.ics. ions don't losc their
semnsc of uwonder - pother it b coucs h rder to arousc. & nev thing is
ncy orly orec, only omcce cer it sive vt suoeicl thrill. © ner oangle
docs recopture pert o: thet ferse of ronder, hut it stninds to rercon
that & fon whio kes baen reading for yeers cou o to lnos the ugsual forn
of the storics, and it t-kes o bi tter uritter utory, © nuy onpronch, to
stir hio.

HilleooweI noy scen to heve w rked crourd $o thet di rncd "Hew
Weve v 0ld Tiwers'' problcew. That's cuoudh, I'yw nol going into &ll that
= EEhla

pven though Jove o1 bebly won't get this out till ' ¢ll into the
Yow Yeor, I'll vish you ¢ happy on. for " hotts loft of it. .

-- ker Cheslin
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